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PIERCE'S DECOYS 
Gunning Birds Since 1948 

Manufacturers of Decoy Carving 
Equipment and Supplies 

Sanding Machines 
Duplicating Lathes 
Blank Body Decoys 

Brushes & Paints 

Everything 
for the advanced & 
beginning carver. 

318 North Lapidum Road Havre de Grace MD 21078 
(410) 939-2272 

Open f£veryiay 11:30am to 10:00pm 

~ervations ~commetufea 



Havre de Grace Decoy Museum 

can•vas•back (kan'ves bak'), n.,pl. -backs, (esp. collectively) - back. 1. A North 
American wild duck, the male of which has a whitish back and a reddish-brown head 
and neck. 2. A style of decoy made famous by carvers of the Susquehanna Flats region. 
3. A quarterly publication of the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum. 
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ON THE COVER 

A standing Canada goose by Charlie 
Jobes looks right at home with the 
young ones at Loch Raven Reser
voir. Photo by M. Moses. 

FROM THE EDITOR 

The 9th Anniversary Dinner is com
inguponNovember4th. Therewill 
be an auction of decoys, prints, and 
related items after dinner. Call the 
Decoy Museum to reserve your tick
ets. This dinner is always an enjoy
able evening to chat with friends 
before the hectic Christmas season! 

Something new will be at the 
Candlelight Tour Sale on Decem
ber lOth. It is called the Candle
light Tour Carver Celebration. 
Over twenty carvers will be selling 
their decoys on the second floor of 
the Decoy Museum. What a great 
time to pick up some Christmas 
gifts. Remember, Decoy Museum 
members receive 25% off on all pur
chases in the gift shop, from 11:00 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Our unique Christ
mas tree with carved decoy head 
ornaments will be on display also. 
Enjoy the holidays! 

McuyJo-M~ 
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The Canvasback 
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum 

215 Giles St., P.O.Box A 
Havre de Grace MD 21078 

(410) 939-3739 TDD 

From 
the 

President 

Dear Museum Member, 

When the Decoy Museum acquired Madison Mitchell's Decoy Shop 
from Captain Bill Collins in 1988, we knew that we had obtained one ofthe 
most significant items documenting Susquehanna Flats decoy making 
traditions. Containing hundreds of interpretative artifacts which repre
sent countless stories, the shop is a microcosm of the museum's mission. 
Since moving the building to its site behind the museum, we have been able 
to rebuild the garage addition and restore most of the building's exterior. 
Yet there is still much more that must be accomplished to integrate the 
shop, its decoy making facilities and its very special history into the 
museum's interpretative format. 

Thanks to the leadership of decoy maker, board member, and former 
Madison Mitchell student, Pat Vincenti's efforts will soon be underway to 
establish this exhibit on how Madison's shop operated. The garage section 
will be used for carving demonstrations to feature a decoy making as a 
living history program. Living history is one of the most effective museum 
teaching techniques. Imagine seeing a decoy maker create working birds 
just like Madison, in the very shop where so many classic decoys were once 
made. 

Realizing the shop's historical importance, the Decoy Museum is 
currently processing an application to place it on the National Register of 
Historic Places. This action will give national recognition to Madison 
Mitchell and to the Decoy Museum. 

Our work on Madison Mitchell's Shop will certainly broaden the 
museum's preservation and interpretative activities. Adding living history 
programs will create an exciting educational component making the shop 
a vibrant addition to our fine collection and new exhibits. 

O~J.¥.,:. 
President. Boarq Directors 

Tax deductible contributions can be made to the Havre de Grace Decoy 
Museum. The museum was incorporated in 1981 as a non-profit organization 
which exists to document and interpret waterfowl as this art form applies to the 
social and economic life of the upper Chesapeake Bay region. 
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Havre de Grace Decoy Museum 
Membership Application 

Membership in the Museum offers you significant benefits not available to the general public. Each 
member receives four issues of The Canvasback magazine free of charge. Additionally, members gain 
free entry to the museum, notification of Museum events and a 10% discount in the Museum's Gift Shop. 

Narne:----------------------------------------------------------------
Adruess:--------------------------------------------------------------

Annual Membership Level: Please check one 
Student: $15 __ 
Individual: $20 __ 
Family: $35 __ 
Business: $100 __ 
Susquehanna Flats Club: $250 __ 

Please mail this form with your check or money order to: 
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum, Membership 

P.O. Box A 
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

Toms River 12th Annual 

WILDFOWL ART & DECOY SHOW 
baturday, February 3rd 

9am- 6pm 

Sunday. February 4th 
10am- 4pm 

Featuring ... Artists, Carvers, Decoy Carving Competitions, 

Suppliers, New Jersey Ducks Unlimited, 
Children's Decoy Painting. Seminars and Much More!!! 

TOMS RIVER INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL EAST, HOOPER AVENUE, TOMS RIVER, NJ 
SPONSORED BY 

The Ocean County YMCA 
(908) :341-9622 ext. 212 
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Gifts from the Decoy Museum's Shop 
10% already taken off for Museum members! 

Havre de Grace Decoy Museum Sweatshirt. 

Dark blue with embroidered mallard. 
Item# 1 . . . $35.95 (S, M, L, XL) 

Exclusive Havre de Grace throw. 
Concord lighthouse surrounded by historic images. 

Item #3 . . . $35.95 (Rose, Green, Black, D. Blue) 

Cookbook by Museum members, 

Dr. John and Gail Carriere. 
Item #2 ... $7.15 

Jobn and Gail Carria-e 

Exclusive Havre de Grace totebag. 
Thirteen historic scenes of the town. 
Item #4 ... $10.80 (Rose, Green, Blue) 



Gifts from the Decoy Museum's Shop 
10% already taken off for Museum members! 

·Canvasback decoy by R.M. Mitchell. Exclusive Christmas ornament, first edition. 
Signed and dated 1961 or 1958. 

Item #5 ... $395.00 

Decoy Ducks. by Bob Ridges. 
Item #7 ... $26.95 

Canvasback decoy I Concord Pt. lighthouse. 
Item# 6 ... $7.20 

The Ward Brothers' Decoys. by Gard & McGrath. 
Item #8 . .. $35.95 Limited edition of950 copies. 

WARD BROTHERS' 
DECOYS 

HUilH l<llt 1·11111 

k....UJio.nl ... 
.. _J\a.t,, 

----------------------------------
Item# 

To order, mail in your check, order form, mailing address, and phone# to: 
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum, P.O. Box A, Havre de Grace, Md 21078 

or call with your credit card number at (410) 939-3739. 

Size I Color Unit Price Total Amount 

Add 5% sales tax 
Shipping & Handling 1---------1 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 
Shipping rates. Up to $19.99- $4.50, $20.00 to $49.99- $5.50, $50.00 or more -$7.50 



Video Review 

Decoys 
Fabulous American Folk Art 
Developed and Narrated by 
Joe French 
Reviewed by 
Bill Smart 

In the past three years I have had the opportunity 
to review a number of books pertaining to decoys, 
carvers, gunning, conservation, and history. Most of 
these books have been ideal for research or just plain 
entertainment on a cold winter evening. Rather than 
reviewing another book, I had the opportunity to review 
this video tape, which was put together and narrated by 
Joe French. 

Joe became interested in decoys after reading Joel 
Barber's classic book, WUd Fowl Decoys. His interest 
grew into a passion for the great American folk art. As 
his interest grew, he began to document his travels on 
video tape and color slides. Encouraged by his friends, 
he combined his visual record of decoys with those ofhis 
fellow collectors and was able to produce an entertain
ing presentation. 

Joe's video encompasses a rather diverse offering of 
forty years of decoy collecting. From 1952 untU1992, he 
visited decoy shows, museums, auctions, and private 
collections. His tape is kind of a who's who of the decoy 
collecting world. Captured for the viewer are the 
collections (in whole or part) ofMackey, Starr, Sorenson 
and a number of collections whose owners names he did 
not disclose, at their request. 

His museum tours are quite impressive with visits to 
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(610) 444-3509 
Rocking Horse Antique Center 
405 Perry Street 
West Cape May, N.J. 08204 

MALCHIONE SPORTING COLLECTABLES 
Specializing In 

Antique Ice-Spearing Decoys • Duck Decoys- Fishing Tackle 

Unique Folk Art 
We Purchase Fishing Tackle - Individual I Estate 

110 Bancroft Road 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 

John & Veronica Malchlone 
Proprietors 

Established - 1970 

the Shelbourne, Chesapeake Bay Maritime, Ward, Vir
ginia Science, Stoney Bank, Illinois State, Peabody and 
Heritage Museums. 

One of the most impressive aspects ofthis piece is the 
vast number of decoys from East to West and Canada. 
There is something for every collector. 

For a look at some of the greatest decoy collections, 
some which no longer exist, this tape would be a great 
addition to your decoy library. Moreover, it's a great 
stocking stuffer for Christmas! 

Decoys Fabulous American Folk Art was copywrited in 
1992. It's ninty minutes in length and is avaUable at 
the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum for $29.95. 

1995 Candlelight Tour 
Carver Celebration! 

For the first time. Carvers will be displaying 
and selling their decoys on the 2nd floor of the 

Decoy Museum on December 10, 1995 

Special Museum Hours: 
Saturday, December lOth 

11:00 am - 8:00 pm 

*Also at the Decoy Museum: 
THE ANNUAL 25% OFF SALE 

IN THE GIFT SHOP! 
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Decoy History of the 
Easton Waterfowl Festival 

Vance Strausburg 

1995 is the 25th anniversary of the Easton Water
fowl Festival. Of the many activities and exhibits that 
comprise the Festival, the collecting of decoys, shore
birds, and waterfowl artifacts has remained one of the 
mainstays of this event. While interest in collecting 
waterfowl decoys has never been higher, decoy collect
ing has changed dramatically in the pasr twenty-five 
years. 

During the early days, decoy collecting was a small 
and specialized hobby. The majority of them were 
located in the eastern half of the United States, prima
rily along the Atlantic seaboard. The Chesapeake Bay, 
with its rich waterfowling history, became a center for 
collecting, and each year at the Festival, collectors 
would gather to buy, sell, swap, and exhibit their 
collections. 

Early photographs (included with this article) show 
many rare and valuable decoys displayed casually with 
no indication of the great carvers who made them. Look 
closely at the geese, in the right photograph to see 
decoys by Charles Schoenheider, Walter Brady, Nathan 
Cobb, Lem and Steve Ward, Miles Hancock, Harry 
Shourds, Ira Hudson, and others. This photograph 
illustrates how dramatically decoy collecting has 
changed. 

In the early days, one collector might say to another 
"I have five geese here; take your pick and I'll swap you 
for the one you have sitting on the boat." Today some 
people may think that idea is a little far fetched, but if 
we realize Lloyd Tyler was selling Cobb geese in the 
1960s for $60, it's not hard to imagine. 

Early collectors were very fortunate to have a rich 
variety and numerous examples to choose from in 
building their collections. Also, there were still many 
birds that had not yet "come out of the barn." Early 
collectors who would diligently search areas rich in 
waterfowl hunting could discover great birds, even rigs 
of decoys, still in the original owners' homes or barns. 

These decoys would then be brought to the Festival, 
some offered for sale, some exhibited, and many re
mained piled high in the trunks of cars and the back of 
trucks. Over the years, collectible decoys have been 
dispersed more and more widely throughout the world 
as the number of collectors has grown 

While there are certainly decoys yet to be discov
ered, most collectors estimate that 95% of all collectible 
decoys have already been located. What this means is 
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that when looking for an important addition to a collec
tion, or even when starting a collection, we must go to 
secondary sources such as other collectors, decoy shows 
and auctions. 

As decoys have become recognized as a prominent 
form of American folk art, many new people have 
entered the decoy collecting field. Originally, most 
collectors were hunters or carvers who enjoyed decoys 
and their history, but who primarily recognized them 
as the working tools they were intended to be. 

Today, many collectors collect decoys for their 
beauty and their artistic form, and because they are 
one of the few truly American folk art collectibles. 
Decoys exhibit the maker's skill in carving as well as 
painting, but yet his main purpose was still to create a 
useable item which would attract waterfowl, float well 
in rough, windy, icy conditions, and withstand the 
rigors of many hunting seasons. 

In the early days of the Festival people could buy 

Easton Waterfowl Festival artifacts display. Photo courtesy of 
Easton Waterfowl Festival. 
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decoys somewhat indiscriminately. If we liked their 
style, their form, their paint, or just thought it was 
interesting, we might pick up one or two birds and not 
even know the maker. Paying twenty-five dollars did 
not seem like taking a big risk when buying a bird we 
really liked. Today, however, when trying to acquire an 
important bird for a collection, we must consider every 
aspect of the decoy: its authenticity, its appropriate
ness for our collection, as well as its potential resale, 
because many of these birds are now substantial invest
ments. 

The increasing popularity of decoy collecting has 
had the unfortunate side effect of removing some of the 
fun and the casual approach from decoy collecting. At 
the same time, as the birds have increased in value, 
many new birds have come to market which may never 
have been seen, and much ofthe history of the decoys 
has been sought out and documented. As time passes, 
and the golden age of decoy making becomes farther 
and farther away, it is important to try and get the facts 
now instead of relying on hazy memories. 

Waterfowl decoy auctions have become a promi
nent part of the Waterfowl Festival and the waterfowl 
collecting community. As the value of decoys has risen, 

I I 

more and more decoys are offered for sale through 
public auction. Decoy houses have widely publicized 
the value of decoys, thereby attracting many new de
coys and collectors to the marketplace. At every impor
tant decoy show, there is a major auction and these 
venues are now the center of decoy collecting. 

Today's visitor to the Waterfowl Festival will still 
find fabulous decoys displayed in the artifacts section, 
as well as wonderful examples available for sale. It 
might not be quite as easy to swap one for a bird you 
found in your attic, but there are more knowledgeable 
people from across North America who are available to 
guide you, and decoys from across North America 
available to be seen, handled and purchased. Today's 
collector indeed has a great deal to learn. There is 
however, a tremendous amount of information avail
able to him, and many knowledgeable people who are 
more than willing to share information. 

Decoy collecting is still a fabulous hobby for the 
hunter, folk art lover, decorator and antique collector. 
The people involved are friendly and they share a 
common love of waterfowl and American history. Anew 
visitor is sure to become fascinated, and is subject to 
catching "decoy fever." 

I 

How many makers do you recognize from this early display? Photo courtesy of the Easton Waterfowl Festival. 
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··~·~~·_.,, __ .oo ]{: 

- / y 

·~--- ;; " ... •,,o·.; ot ....... 

Box 193 

~ 
Appraiser • Author • Collector 

C. JOHN SULLIVAN 
Waterlowling Historian 

Specializing in the Upper Chesapeake Bay 

(410) 642-3456 (410 642-6004 Fax 

Give those you love the power to communicate 

Eastern Shore 
Point of Contact for the 

Deaf 

Fallston, MD 21047 410-879-1850 

Barbara Gilden Instructor & Sian Language lnteroreter 
Dealer for specialized equipment for the hearing impaired 

Clovis & Ramona Bolen (410) 939-0910 

1214 Cedar Corner Rd., Perryville MD 21903 

Z Edward D. Jones & Co: 
M.,bet N•• Yon.. Stock hct\ana•. Inc . aAd S.Cutlll .. lnv .. tOf Prot.cttoft C01potaUon 

GARY CECCHINE PEGGY CECCHINE 
INVESTMENT REPRESENT A TIYES 

10-JA W. BELAIR AVE. 
ABERDEEN, MD 11001 
-'110-173-6900 
8()().917-0757 

118 S. UNION AVE. 
/JAVREDt'GRACE, MDI/078 

-'110-939-5170 
800-755-4537 

Vincenti Decoys 
HANDCRAFTED DECOYS IN THE UPPER CH~APEAKE BAY STYLE 

PAINTING AND 
CARVING 

SUPPLIES FOR THE 
DISCRIMINATING 

ARTIST 

Sales Agents for Foredom Tools, Grumba.cher Brushes 81. Paints, Windsor Newton 
Brushes 81. Paints, Robert Simmons Brushes, Royal Brushes, Ronan Paints, 

Jo Sonja. Acrylics, Knotts Knives, Pre-Cast Feet a.nd Glass Eyes. 
Ca.ll for complete list of in-stock supplies. 

Store Location: 353 Pennington Ave. Havre de Grace, Md # (410) 734-7709 

Decoy Shop: 303 West Lane (Off Rt. 1!56 Between Rts. 22 and 155) Churchville, Md # (410) 734-6238 



Ed Kalendek 

I was asked to write a few words about what Ducks 
Unlimited means to me. Rather than attempt this 
alone, I have asked for input from our chapter's commit
tee members, so that their thoughts and feelings would 
be shared here. Our chapter, based in Havre de Grace, 
is one of Maryland's forty-one geographically divided 
groups. Formed in 1985, we gather our members from 
the local northern Harford County community. Truly 
unique to our chapter is its namesake, R. Madison 
Mitchell. 

Many of us who knew Mr. Mitchell, even for a short 
time, feel that he epitomized the spirit of Ducks Unlim
ited. A charter and founding member, his ties to our 
chapter give us a distinct sense of pride. Mr. Mitchell's 
warm nature and his craftsmanship, coupled with the 
rich history of Havre de Grace and the Susquehanna 
Flats, provide our members with a unique dedication to 
the Ducks Unlimited mission; to fulfill the annual life 
cycle needs ofNorth American waterfowl by protecting, 
enhancing, restoring, and managing important wet
lands and associated uplands. 

To support this mission our chapter's efforts focus 
on our annual dinner auction. For ten months we 
gather the generous contributions of supportive donors 
including: decoys made by the many local and out of 
state carvers, waterfowl art, shotguns, valuable books, 
gift certificates, and jewelry. 

The evening includes an exceptional silent auction 
and a spirited live auction, numerous door prizes, 
raffies, and good food and drink. Most of all, however, 
it is an evening of companionship. To be a supporting 
member of Ducks Unlimited brings you closer to people 
who deeply appreciate the beauty and importance of 
waterfowl and its habitat. 
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We also coordinate events for our young 'Green
wing' members, to develop children's interest in the 
outdoors and our feathered friends. We have assisted 
the Maryland Department of Natural Resources in 
both setting up blinds at various wildlife management 
areas, erecting boxes for wood ducks, and banding 
Canada Geese in late winter. 

Since its formation in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has 
raised over $891 million for wetlands conservation. 
Your $25.00 membership can make you a part of this 
vital effort toward the protection of our environment. 
Whether you are someone who hunts waterfowl for 
sport, or someone who loves the outdoors, membership 
in Ducks Unlimited offers the unique opportunity to 
share your respect and interest with others. When you 
hear the Canada geese on a fall evening and look up to 
see them returning, you will have played a part in 
bringing them back to the Chesapeake. 

So we ask you to join DUCKS UNLIMITED, and to 
consider joining the committee to play a more active roll 
as a volunteer to help the ducks and share in the spirit. 

If you would like more information, please contact 
Chip Heaps at (410) 939-4093. 

BASSWOOD FOR SALE 

Rip Poole 

2" - $1.50 per board ft. 
3" - $1.50 per board ft. 
4" - $1.75 per board ft. 
5"- $2.00 per board ft. 

CALL DAVE AT 939-4310 
OR BUTCH AT 939-5655 

Pogo, Inc. 
1734 Jerry's Road 
Street, MD 21154 

Duck Boats & Decoys 
141 0) 692-6434 
141 0) 879-4984 
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~~i Nort11 Ba_x EXJ!.OSUres 

1996 Decoy Calendar 

Beautiful full color photographs, 
printed on high gloss stock, suitable for framing. 

Critically acclaimed and reviewed by 
Shutterbuft and the Harford Business Led[ter 

Available at the Decoy Museum and other merchants. 

Leo P. Heppner and W. Ben Bunger ill 
DECOYIMAGESOFTHEBAYAREA 

410-939-6247 or 1-800-368-6843 

633 Chapel Terrace, Havre de Grace, Md 21078 

SAT., NOV. 25, 1995 
lOAM TO 5 PM 

Oj/~JI'ln/ 
~~~M-ar&~ 

Ctf~ 

Turn of the century chc1rm and virtori,ln hospi
tality await the visitor to the unprecedented \',1n 
diver Inn, historic H,wre de Cr,1ce 's only guPst 
inn. Enjoy tastefully ,1ppointed rooms , firepl,1crs . 
and culinary delights ,1ll designed to rrw.nd thr 
overnight guest or hungry traveler . 

Journey back to thP heyd,1y of gr,Kious M.nv 
lc1nd living , Chesc1pe,1ke B,1y style , when you visit 
the Vandiver Inn . Located M 301 S . Union Avenue , 
Havre de Crace, MD, the Inn is surrounded by 
hi storic sites c1nd full -service m.nin,1s . 

Call today for more information ... 

(410) 939-5200 
301 S. UNION AVE., HAVRE DE GRACE, MD 21078 

SUN., NOV. 26, 1995 
lOAM TO 4 PM 

ANNUAL DECOY EXHIBIT 
NUR TEMPLE RITUAL 

CARVINGS • PAINTINGS • CRAfTS • REFRESHMENTS 

NUR TEMPLE MOSQUE 
STATE ROAD, U.S. 13 &. 40 

New Castle, DE 
• ADMISSION PRICE: ADULTS $2.00, CHILDREN UNDER 1 2/FREE 

• PLENTY Of FREE PARKING SPACE 

• RIBBONS&. PRIZES FOR BEST EXHIBIT -DECOY CARVING&. PAINnNG 

Donations paid to Ritual Unit are not deductible as charitable contributions 
for Federal income Tax purposes. 



Hardie Disney, A Market Hunter 
Kermit G. Henning 

Market hunters from the Chesapeake Bay and Lower 
Eastern Shore took advantage of the huge flocks of 
waterfowl that spent the winter months in these areas. 
These solitary gunners were associated with the de
mise of countless thousands of waterfowl and have 
much historical significance. 

While the feats of market hunters make for interesting 
reading and discussion, few records exist that docu
ment how many birds were taken, and what gunners 
received for their catch. From the complete records that 
do exist, the prevalence of certain species, migration 
patterns, variances in populations, and the occasion of 
various rare species can be determined. 

One comprehensive record that has been preserved is 

that of Hardie D. Disney, a market gunner from West 
Fairview, Pennsylvania, who gunned the Susquehanna 
River near Harrisburg. Disney, a bricklayer by trade, 
was born in 1873 and began ducking at the age of 
eleven. He kept daily records of his kill until 1935, 
showing that over 17,000 birds fell to his gun. Most of 
the birds Hardie sold were to five hotels in Harrisburg. 
He received a dollar a duck for most species, as much 
as three to five dollars apiece for canvasbacks. 

Disney's journal, in which he faithfully recorded each 
day's hunt, is preserved in the Archives Division of 
the Pennsylvania State Library in Harrisburg. He not 
only recorded the number and species of ducks killed, 
but also other information like the dates of first and 
last ice on the Susquehanna, the amount of snowfall, 

Hardie Disney (left) and his brother Charlie with six tundra swans and two bunches of ducks shot in the spring of 1908. Photo 
courtesy of K. Henning. 
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and many interesting anecdotes about his life on the 
river. 

In his early days, Disney noted that the ducks seemed 
to be inexhaustible. "There were thousands of ducks in 
those days, and every year there were more." Disney 
gunned around the small islands on the river, called 
patches, where the ducks collected out of the current. 
He sometimes used wooden decoys, never live ones, but 
most hunting was done from the locally made roll-over 
duck boat. His buddy and partner, Jerry Hartz, would 
do the paddling and Disney would do the shooting. They 
hunted together five seasons in succession. 

The most desirable ducks were the canvasback, black 
duck, pintail, mallard, and redhead. The others he 
called "trashy." From 1894 to 1898, he shot 7,000 ducks 
and 22 geese. On April12, 1898, he scored his biggest 
single day, 103 ducks. His tally included 23 pintail, 12 
bluebills, 2 muscovies, 10 stiffies (ruddy ducks), 6 
redheads, and 50 piddies (buffiehead). Spring duck
hunting was very successful as his records show. He 
killed 198 ducks during the week of April 11, 1904. In 
one thirteen year span, he shot a total of2,587 ducks in 
the Fall and 2,374 in the Spring. He averaged 6.7 
waterfowl per day in the fall and 9.5 in the spring. 
Spring duck hunting was outlawed in Pennsylvania in 
1919. 

As prolific as he was, Disney also had his off days. On 
October 21-24, 1914, Disney noted, "Not a duck on the 
river." 

Besides the thousands of common ducks he killed, 
some rare species fell to his gun as well. He shot a 

An undated photo of Hardie Disney (right) with his favorite 
Winchester Model 97 and his brother Charlie. The tremen
dous bags of ducks killed by Disney were chronicled in his 
daily journal. Photo courtesy of K Henning. 
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European widgeon on March 25, 1908, a surf scoter on 
November 2, 1908, and a golden plover on October 26, 
1920. His records indicate six king eider ducks on 
November 26, 1920, six on December 6, 1920, and two 
in 1929. Several unusual species were mounted and 
presented by Mr. Disney to the state museum, includ
ing a shoveller, a lesser snow goose, and a blue goose. 
He also shot long-billed curlews and ruddy turnstones, 
very rare in this area, and reported sighting a passen
ger pigeon in 1878. 

His choice of firearm is evident from an entry dated 

Hardie Disney (right) and his brother Chrlie with a day's bag 
of ducks taken on the Susquehanna River near Harrisburg. 
Photo courtesy of K. Henning. 

Hardie Disney often posed with his bag of ducks in the hotels 
that bought them in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The photo 
shows a mixed bag of mallards, black ducks, and scaup -and 
three Canada geese, a real rarity around the turn of the 
century. Photo courtesy of K. Henning. 
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March 1895. "I have killed six (geese) in this month, 
three in one run. I crept to within three yards of four in 
the cove setting under a bank along the shore, they flew 
out, I had my Smith gun, so you see I only had two loads 
for them. I got one with the first load, one with the 
second and looked at the other two flying away from me 
about thirty yards. NowyouseeiflhadrnyWinchester 
what I would have done, it was laying in my boat below 
me. I thought I could reach them farther with my 10 
gauge, but I found out since that the Whinchester is the 
gun." Hardie Disney actively gunned the Susquehanna 
until 1935. In that year he fell off a twenty-two foot 
highscaffold and broke his back. He spent ten weeks in 
the hospital and another six weeks at horne in a plaster 
of paris cast. He did not hunt at all that year. 

Hardie Disney (left) and his brother Charlie pose with a day's 
harvest of ducks and geese bound for the Rush Hotel in 
Harrisburg during the first week of April, 1912. Photo 
courtesy of K. Henning. 

December 10-15, 1923. Hardie Disney with a week's bag of 
canvasbacks. Limits (and harvests) were substantially cut 
after passage of the Migratory Bird Act of 1918, outlawing 
market gunning. Photo courtesy of K Henning. 
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Disney carne to realize that the attitudes of the early 
gunners, that the quantity of ducks was limitless, 
played a large role in the demise of many species and 
appreciated the fact that new laws and restrictions 
were aimed at limiting the extermination of many 
species. After the Migratory Bird Act of 1918, which 
outlawed market hunting, Disney wrote, "Since you 
can't sell any ducks now, the daily bag should be limited 
to two ducks." 

Following is a total tally of the numbers of all waterfowl 
taken by Hardie Disney from 1897 to 1938: 

American black duck 1534 
American coot 16 
American widgeon 269 
Atlantic brant 9 
Bufflehead 503 
Canada goose 85 
Canvasback 413 
Common goldeneye 274 
Common loon 1 
European widgeon 3 
Gadwall 81 
Greater scaup 1751 
Homed grebe 2 
King eider 9 
Lesser scaup 196 
Mallard 909 
Mergansers 214 
Northern pintail 902 
Northern shoveller 21 
Redhead 639 
Ring-necked duck 100 
Ruddy duck 680 
Snow goose 8 
Surfscoter 1 
Teal 189 
Whistling swan 16 
White winged scoter 336 
Wood duck 25 

His final entry in 1939 states, "I hunted from then on 
with the help of friends Arthur Freeland and Walter 
Peters. So I guess my best duck hunting days are over. 
I am sixty-six years of age now and of course being hurt 
I cannot hunt ducks like I once hunted them, but I am 
not going to give up altogether. I may be able to do a 
little duck hunting yet and in the meantime the younger 
duck hunters can take my place, but I know (and I'm not 
boasting) they'll never have the sport, or never kill as 
many ducks as I did in my time. The call of the wild 
duck and the honk of the wild goose will always be one 
of my precious memories." 
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Some Thoughts on Decoy 
Conservation 

Paul Fortin, Conservator 

What are the easiest repairs to make? Which are 
the most common? 

The easiest are replacing eyes, neck filler, re-gluing 
necks, and in-painting chipped paint. The most com
mon are neck filler, bill and tail chips, and body cracks. 
Let me add that body cracks can be very difficult 
because many open up unevenly, just like an earth
quake fault line, where one side is higher than the 
other. The ethical problem is; if the bird is in original 
paint, do you add to the low side thereby covering the 
original paint, or do you subtract from the high side 
and remove paint. I'd rather fill the crack and leave 
the fault line, but a collector may differ because he 
wants to retain the original curve of the body. Some
times there are no easy answers. 

Which repairs can enhance a decoy's value, and 
which can lower it? 

This is very subjective depending on your personal 
preference about used, original condition vs. some res
toration. Some collectors like a bird in honest, worn 
condition, while others want a decoy to appear as if it 
had never been in the water. My rule is, "the less 
done the better." Repairs to distracting problems such 
as large bill chips, tail chips, neck filler, or a large shot 

scar that significantly detract from appreciating the 
original form of the decoy do increase the value of the 
bird. By this I mean the restoration pays for itself, but 
the decoy will never be as valuable as the same bird 
without these problems. The concern is not to over do 
it: that is fill every shot hole, in-paint every scratch. 
There is a fine line between minor repairs, and over 
restoration. I'll take old and used. Isn't that why we 
appreciate old decoys; because they were used? 

What is yourmostmemorable restoration project? 
I would say because of the uniqueness and severity 

of the problems, it was a pair of George Huey red
breasted mergansers. They were in excellent origi
nal paint with minor bill chips, but for fifty -plus years 
they were lying under a leaky porch floor with water 
dripping continuously on the same body areas. One 
was missing a fist-size area of wood on the left rear side. 
Not only was the wood missing, but the remaining wood 
was the consistency of a wet sponge. As for the other, 
water had dripped over the entire width of the bird. 
What was fascinating was that in two places original 
paint extended untouched across the four inch gap, but 
the wood underneath was missing to a depth of 3/4 of 
and inch. Talk about strong paint. In both cases the 

Goldeneye neck fill, before on left, after on right. Photo by Paul Fortin. 
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Crack fill on goose. Before on left, after on the right. Photos by Paul Fortin. 

Before and after on a merganser. Photos by Paul Fortin. 

Bill and eye replacement on Mason mallard. Photos by Paul Fortin. 
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remaining punk wood was stabilized and hardened. 
Wood and filler were used, and the areas were re
painted and aged. An X-ray of these birds would be a 
real surprise! 

Has your work been misrepresented in auctions 
or by dealers? 

I've seen both; auctioneers neglecting to point out 
repairs, and dealers trying to pass off a repaint as 
original paint, or not mentioning major repairs. I do 
not condone the saying "caveat emptor." Because of 
these situations, I refuse to do repairs for certain 
dealers and collectors, and if asked by anyone about a 
specific bird being sold by an auctioneer or dealer, I 
will discuss what repairs I have made. I would hope 
the dealer or auctioneer would be accurate about the 
condition of a decoy. Unfortunately, one of the biggest 
problems in the decoy business is the importance of a 
decoy being in untouched or original condition; the 
result being high prices placed on these decoys. 

How can a savvy collector spot a restored decoy? 
First and most importantly, and I can't stress this 

..-~~ 
PAUL FORTIN 

Professional Decoy Restoration 

Masons A Specialty 

318 W. Washington Street 
Hanson, MA 02341 

Buying Decoys in Any Condition 

(617) 447-2614 

TOP OF THE EAY 

OLD DECOYS: 
BOUGIIT 

SOLD 
TRADED 

COUNTRY CRAfTS 
BASEBALL CARDS 

456 Franklin Street, Havre de ('.race, MD 21078 
'Iburs. - Moo. Noon to S:OO p .m. I Evcn;ngs by Chance or Appt 

(410) 919-2138 

CLOSING BE1WEEN OCT. AND DEC. 
LOST OUR LEASE 
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enough, view the decoy in bright sunlight. If possible 
use a magnifier and look "under" the paint. By this I 
mean, look at brush strokes, primer coat, under-paint
ing and wood grain. Look for discrepancies: the off color 
of in-painting, a different shine, or wood grain and 
brush strokes that don't line up. Look at edges of color 
to see which coat of paint went on first and is this 
logical. Invest in a $45.00 black light. They are in
dispensable for seeing new repairs and re-painting. Do 
your homework. Read magazines and decoy books from 
specific regional areas. I'd say look at auction cata
logs, but there are too many inaccuracies to depend on 
them for conclusive information. Like any other an
tique, the more decoys you handle and look at critically, 
the better your eye becomes. 

What price range do you have for the most com
mon repairs? 

Neck filler is $30-40, tail chips $35-85, bill replace
ments are up to $85, and varnish removal is between 
$150 and $200. But, each bird is unique, we are not 
talking about replacing interchangeable parts. 

Free <--> List <--> Free 
Send: SASE #10 for list 

of old wooden decoys for sale 

John M. Freimuth 
12123 South 71st Ave 
Palos Hts, IL 60463 

Factory, illinois River, Mich, East Coast Decoys 

Free <--> List <--> Free 

lOth Annual National /:li.,.,,> 
"Just for Sport" . . ~ 

Antique and Collectible ~; -~ 
Hunting and Fishing -

Show and Sale 
Buy-Sell- Tracie 
January 5 & 6, 1996 

Friday 4:00 p.m.-8:00p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Mystic Lake Casino & Convention U.aU 

Prior Lake, Minnesota For more information call or write: 
Admission 55.00 - Two Day Pass 57.00 (612) 439·7883 
(12 &t under free wladult) '"Just for Spoct'" 104 N. Main Stteet. Stillwater. ~L.'f 55082 
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THE FALL FoR GEESE 
C. John Sullivan 

With the arrival of fall and the end of a long dry 
summer, our thoughts and feelings about life change. 
With spring, we enjoy a rebirth or renewing as the 
world around us begins to blossom and buds begin to 
burst. Fall signals the end of the growth season and 
time to reflect on where and who we really are. The 
migrant ducks and geese are passing overhead these 
days. They stop to feed and rest on their long journey 
to warmer climates. Some of us take the time to stop 
and look, amazed by not just the gift offlight, but that 
wonderful gift of knowing exactly where they came 
from and exactly where they are going. Their goals and 
destination seem simple to us, but oh, how we long for 
that simplistic life. Fewer and fewer of us take the time 
to watch and wonder as those migrant fowl honk in the 
sky. 

As a youngster, the first fall flight would be cause 
to stop whatever we were doing just to gaze in amaze
ment at that overwhelming sight and sound. Fathers 
would wake their sleeping children to run outside and 
peer towards the sky. How many are there? How high 
are they flying? How fast are they going? Where do 
they come from and where do they go? Dad always 
knew those answers. 

When I had reached my twenties, I had the great 

fortune of being a young assessor with the county's 
senior assessor, Grayson Hopkins. Wherever we were 
working, Grayson, a genuine old-time duck hunter, 
would insist that we stop for lunch near a body of water, 
usually his favorite, the Susquehanna. Grayson could 
spot a flight of ducks or geese that were all but invisible 
to me. Where are they going? Where did they come 
from? Grayson always knew. 

This year the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service closed 
the season on Canada geese. There were 29,000 nesting 
pairs counted in the Spring of 1995 on the Ungava 
Peninsula, the mostimportantnestinggroundin north
ern Canada. In the Spring of 1988 the count was 
118,000 pair and in 1993, 91,000 pair. I applaud the 
government's decision. All hunters must make a con
scious and moral decision concerning their harvest of 
all species of migrant fowl. We all must hope that a 
closed season will help bring them back. 

I dream that someday I can take a grandson out for 
his first goose, just as I did my son. When he asks where 
do they come from and where do they go, I hope that I 
will know the answers. I pray that he won't show me a 
picture of a goose and ask, "Where did they go?" and I 
won't know how to answer. 

Canada geese by the water. Photo by Allen Fair. 
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838-0830- V IT 836-8310- Fax 

Phillip Gilden 
LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST 
Winters Run Professional Center 

1131 Baltimore Pike 
Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

Handcarved Ducks, Geese and Birds 

~ 
Dave's Ducks 

401 Linton Run Road 
Port Deposit, MD 21904 

(Miniatures a Specialty) 

41 0-378-3641 Dave Wooten 

,---------------------------

HOURS: FRI., SAT. 10:30 A.M. -5:00P.M. 
SUN. - 10:30 A.M. - 5 P.M. OTHER HOURS BY APPT. 

PO BOX 1107 

~:y 
SAM'S COINS & DECOYS 

NEW & OLD WORKING DECOYS 

BUY • SELL • TRADE 

7208 CENTREVILLE RO 
MANASSAS, VA 22111 

SHOP: (703) 381 -31111 
HOME: 368-5092 

LOCATION LAWS ANTIQUE MAll II 

25th Waterfowl Festival 
World's Premier Wildlife Art Show & Sale 

November 10,11,12, 1995 
Admission - $15 

Free shuttle service to 17 exhibit locations 
throughout charming historic town. 

Brochure requests: Waterfowl Festival, P.O. Box 929 
Easton, Md 21601 or (410) 822-4567 

!;1':l Profiles of classic and contemporary carvers ~Overviews of the various 
carving reglonsi,;]]Articles on fish decoys, sporting art and fishing tackle 

Complete and timely auction coverage!;lJPortfolios from outstanding 
private and museum collectionsi;;JJCiassified section for buying, selling 

and trading!;1':lFully illustrated with over sixty photographs, many in full color. 

0 ONE YEAR, seven issues: $30.00 

(including the Year in Review Auction Issue) 

0 TWO YEARS, fourteen issues: $55.00 

0 CANADA, ONE YEAR (U.S. Funds): $35.00 

0 EUROPE, ONE YEAR (ainnail): $60.00 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO DECOY MAGAZINE, P.O. BOX 277, BURTONSVILLE, MD 20866 0 301-890-0262 I 
L-----------------------------------------------------------~ 



Carving Se111inars Offered at the 
Decoy Museu111 

Jeff Moore, the Decoy Museum's carving instructor, will be offering a three-day seminar each month 
starting in November. The seminars will be held at the Decoy Museum on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. In each seminar you will start and complete the chosen bird. To sign up for the classes 
youmustcontactJeffMoore at home (410) 398-2041 or at work(410) 287-5253. The cost for a weekend 
seminar is $250.00. The dates are as follows: 

November 17, 18, & 19. Carve and texture a highly detailed bald eagle pearched on rocks. 

December 15, 16, & 17. Carve and texture a pair of flying hummingbirds feeding in flowers. 

January 19, 20, & 21. Carve and paint an antique swan with it's wing out, or a duck, goose, 
loon of your choice. 

February 16, 17, & 18. Carve and texture a pair of teal size ducks, your choice of green
wing, black duck, or pintail. 
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TOP OF THE EAY 

OLD DECOYS: 
BOUGHT 

SOLD 
TRADED 

COUNTRY CRAFfS 
BASEBAlL CARDS 

456 Franklin Street, Havre de Grace, MD 21078 
Thurs. -Mon. Noon to .f:OO p .m. I Evenings by Chance or Appt 

(410) 939-2138 

CLOSING BE1WEEN OCT. AND DEC. 
LOST OUR LEASE 

DECOYS-
Henry A. Fleckenstein Jr. 

Combined List of Old Decoys & Sporting Collectibles 
2 Year Subscription - $7 .00 

Old Working Decoys Shotgun Shell Boxes 
Duck & Crow calls Fishing Tackle 
Powder Tins Early Magazines 
Lures-Bobbers-Reels Ice Fishing Decoys 
Out of Print Books Folk Art & Stuff 

P.O. Box 577, Cambridge, Md 21613 (410) 221-0076 

Arthur F. Gremillion 
Traditional Decoy Artist 

Each piece is made and painted by hand. 
No patterns are used, making each one unique 

Following in the footsteps of past carvers, 
found and native materials are used, such as; 
seadrift, canvas, selected woods, and roots. 
These materials make attractive, durable, 

decoys and waterfowl with a pleasing patina. 

25 Forest Trail, Ridge, New York 11961 
(516) 929-6177 
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Weekend Carving Demonstrations 
at the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum 

November4, Ken Clodfelter December 17, Laura Denardo 
Visit the Decoy Museum this 

NovemberS, Bill Meyers December 23, Joe Cook November, December, and Janu-
November 11, Open December 24, Open ary to see demonstrations of con-
November 12, John Ingoglia December 30, Open temporary decoy carvers and wa-
November 18, Jack Simpers December 31, Open terfowl artists. Enjoy this unique 
November 19, Vernon Bryant opportunity to meet and talk with 
November 25, Mike Dedekind January6, Noble Mentzer these wonderful artists. 
November 26, Joe Cook January7, Barb Wachter If you are interested in any 

January 13, Butch and Mary Carol open dates or would like to be-
December 2, Barb Wachter Larrimore 
December3, Vernon Bryant January 14, Joe Cook 

come a weekend carver for future 

December 9, Butch and Mary Carol January20, Wayne Thayer dates, please leave a message for 
Larrimore January 21, Vernon Bryant Arlene at (410) 939-3739 during 

December 10, Candlelight Carvers January27, Open museum hours. 
December 16, Ken Clodfelter January28, Open 

Auction News 
Duck Fair Auction, September 9, 1995 

Despite the beautiful weather and the sixty-six lots of 
great decoys and interesting duck stuff, the bidding 
was sluggish. But even in that apathetic crowd, top 
decoys by Joiner, Bryan and the Larrimores did not fail 
to spark enthusiasm. Of particular interest were the 
prices paid on the head whittling contest heads. The 
decoy head by Charlie Bryan brought $75 for the 
museum, a pretty nice sum for a few minutes work! The 
auction raised $2,903 for the Decoy Museum's general 
operating expenses. 

Description (Catalogue #'/Bidder #) 

Charlie Joiner goldeneye drake (46/51) 
Charlie Bryan pr. ruddy ducks (43/1) 
Larrimore pr. canvasbacks (47/16) 
Charlie Bryan painted pr. canvasbacks (6/10) 
Tom Kilbourne canvasback hen (1/40) 
Joey Jobes pr. 1/4 size wood ducks (51153) 

Price 

$600 
$500 
$250 
$175 
$160 
$110 

The museum is now taking consignments for the 
1996 Decoy Festival Auction in May. Already in this 
auction is a Charlie Bryan wood duck drake and several 
lots of Paul Gibson decoys. If you are interested in 
consigning decoys to this auction, and helping the 
museum by doing so, please call Karla at (410) 939-
3739. 
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A pair of Mike Dedekind wood ducks in the Decoy Festival 
Auction. Photo by M. Moses. 

Charlie Bryan 1991 wood duck drake in the Decoy Festival 
Auction. Photo by M. Moses. 
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Museum News 
The grand opening of the exhibit "Gunning the 

Flats" was a success. Over ninety people showed up 
that Friday evening to see the completed exhibit. Allen 
Fair, President of the Board of Directors and Eileen 
Rehrmann, County Executive were on hand to do the 
official red ribbon cutting. Eileen Rehrmann presented 
pins to Ken Lay and Jim Pierce in recognition oftheir 
dedication and hard work for the Decoy Museum. A 
favorite exhibit case is the "Decoys of the Upper Bay." 
This case has one of the most complete collection on 
display of decoys by carvers from Harford and Cecil 
Counties. Refreshments were served, photos were 
taken, and guests enjoyed this evening event. 

Once again, the weather gave us two beautiful days 
for the Duck Fair. Exhibitors set up under the trees of 
the Bayou Condominium property and visitors enjoyed 
the free raffle and the ugly duck contest. Retriever 
demonstrations were very popular on Saturday and the 
Duck & Goose Calling Contest was the main event on 
Sunday. During a break in the Duck & Goose Calling 
Contest, Allen Fair and Norm Smith, Duck Fair Chair
man, were able to 
give Dave Hagan and 
Jack Palmer special 
volunteer plaques. 
These were given to 
these two men for 
their dedication to 
the Duck & Goose 
Calling Contest. 
Dave and Jack coor
dinate the entire call
ing contest, solicit 
prizes and sponsor
ships to keep it go
ing. Thanks to all of 
the volunteers that 
made this event pos
sible. 
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Allen Fair and Eileen Rehrmann cutting the ribbon. Photo by 
H. Miles. 

The reception is just getting started. Photo by H. Miles. 

LEFT: Lots of decoys! Photo by H. Miles. 

Dave Hagan and Jack Palmer, organizers of the Duck & Goose 
Calling Contest, receive a special volunteer plaque from Allen 
Fair, President of the Board and Norm Smith, Chairman of 
the Duck Fair. Photo by H. Miles. 

LEFT: Butch and Mary Carol Larrimore, Honorary Duck 
Fair Chairpeople. Photo by H. Miles. 
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Canada Geese 
From The Collection 

Karla Mattsson 

Few things proclaim fall as loudly as Canada geese. The flush of russet and flame that 
infuses the woodlands with a glowing aura, arrives slowly, unnoticed until the season is near 
its end. But even the first few migrating geese are hard to miss: their agitated, sonorous 
honking, carrying forever across open water. They are the best of the season, transient and 
eternal as they wing their way across a brisk autumn twilight. When they are gone, so too is 
fall. 

Sam Barnes cork decoy overlooking the Bayou Hotel. Photo by Karla Mattsson. 
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Bob Litzenburg goose under an old railroad bridge. Photo by 
Karla Mattsson. 

R. Madison Mitchell goose at the Susquehanna State Park. 
Photo by Karla Mattsson. 

Jim Holly goose on the Susquehanna River. Photo by Karla Mattsson. 
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Goose by Calvert Tolley of Dorchester County overlooking the B & 0 railroad bridge. Photo by Karla Mattsson. 

Goose by Ira Hudson on the Concord Point Lighthouse Pier. Photo by Karla Mattsson. 
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Charlie Joiner swimming goose by the Flats. Plwto by Karla 
Mattsson. 

Jim Currier goose with Ed Sampson head at the War Memo
rial. Plwto by Karla Mattsson. 
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Unknown goose from Hooper Island at the 4th of July Carni
val. Plwto by Karla Mattsson. 

Clarence Webb cork goose by the promenade. Plwto by Karla 
Mattsson. 
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EXHIBIT UPDATE 

Royal Doulton 

In November, the Decoy Museum will begin displaying 
a fine collection of Royal Doulton figurines on loan from 
Charles and Bertha Debaugh. This is a series of ceramic 
decoys which reproduced the miniature decoys made by 
Lem Ward. Royal Doulton worked with Lem to ensure 
the accuracy of their miniatures, and they certainly 
succeeded. These are impressive counterfeits of the 
original "Wildfowl Counterfeits." 

More Wards 

The Museum is also delighted to announce the addition 
of decoys to our Ward Brothers display. Dr. and Mrs. 
Kramer have donated a stunning decorative preening 
black duck by Lem Ward. The Kramers are generous 
collectors who provided the core collection for the Ward 
case. The Debaughs have further enriched this exhibit 
by loaning a pair of pin tails and an amazing decorative 
goose. These new aquisifions are worth a visit to the 
museum all on their own. 

"What is a Decoy" 

Now that "Gunning the Flats" has been finished, the 
Decoy Museum is beginning construction on the next 
interpretive display "What is a Decoy." This exhibit 
will be placed in the main gallery, where most of the 
Honorary Chairmen collections are currently displayed. 
These great collections are slowly going to be moved up
stairs where Jim Currier, Paul Gibson and Evans 
McKinney already have their permanent cases. 

"What is a Decoy" is designed to provide the general 
public with an over-view of decoys as functional tools 
and as folk art. The introduction will discuss different 
materials that decoys have been made from, various 
poses they strike, and the animal species that decoy. 
We will then jump to the conclusion which shows the 
different directions waterfowl carving has taken. To 
successfully complete "What is a Decoy," the museum 
needs donations of contemporary working decoys from 
around the country, old decoys from around the coun
try, and decorative waterfowl and other birds. If you 
have felt your area has been neglected by the Havre de 
Grace Decoy Museum in the past, now is your chance to 
rectify that by donating to this exhibit. 
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Royal Doulton green wing teal. Photo by M. Moses. 

Preening black duck by Lem Ward. Donated by Dr. & Mrs. 
Kramer. Photo by M. Moses. 

Lem WarddecorativegooseonloanfromMr. &Mrs.Debaugh. 
Photo by K. Mattsson. 
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1995 Calendar of Events 
November 4th 9th Annual Anniversary Dinner 

Held at the Sheraton Inn in Aberdeen, MD 
Call (410) 939-3739 to reserve your tickets. 

November 10-12th 25th Waterfowl Festival 
World's Premier Wildlife Art Show and Sale. Easton, MD 
Admission $15. (410) 822-4567. 

November 25th Annual Decoy Exhibit 
Nur Temple Mosque, New Castle, State Road, U.S. 13 & 40, New Castle, DE. 

December lOth Candlelight Tour Sale and Carver Celebration 
Over 20 carvers will be selling decoys on the 2nd floor of the Decoy Museum. 
25% off on items in gift shop for members only. 

January 5-6th "Just for Sport" Antique and Collectible Hunting and Fishing 
Show and Sale 
Mystic Lake Casino & Convention Hall, Prior Lake, MN. (612) 439-7883. 

February 3-4th Tom's River Art & Decoy Show, 12th Annual 
Tom's River NJ. (908) 341-9622. 

February 17th 16th Annual Waterfowl Show and Sale 
Located at Harford Day School, Bel Air, MD. (410) 838-4848. 

CLASS.IFI.E'D: FOR SALE: Carry-Lite goose shell field decoys. Also 1994 
Go-Devil boat motor, 9hp. Used three times. Call (410) ... . . .' ..... : .. :· ...... • .· .... / .· ....... .. : ... ... : .. · .. : .. ... :.: .. : .. .' ......... 
893-8128 

For our members we offer free classified ads to buy, sell, 
and trade decoys or related objects. Please keep it under CLOSE CALLS: Beautiful hand-made waterfowl calls. 
15 words. For non-members, it will be $5.00 for 15 words. For collectors, hunters, & guides. Easy to blow and make 
Mail your classified ads to: Decoy Museum, P.O. Box A, great Christmas presents. Custom made wild turkey calls 
Havre de Grace, MD 21078. also available. 

Decoys, including flickers from Crisfield, MD. Various WANTED: Info on Jimmy Rowe ofVirginia, Jamie Carroll, 
species carved by the famous Cap't Bill Zack Ward. Call Carl Becker of New Jersey, Calvert Tolley of Maryland, 
C.J. Sullivan (410) 879-1850 Ted Milliken of Connecticut, Leigh Witherspoon ofMaine, 

Duncan Savoie of Louisiana. Please call Karla at the 
FOR SALE: Madison Mitchell decoy collection. Call (410) Museum at (410) 939-3739. 
939-4310 

DECOYS FOR SALE: Two R.M. Mitchell signed North 
FOR SALE: Federal and State Duck Stamps and Turkey East-Graleam. Call (610) 857-5900 
Stamps. Call (410) 392-5519 

FOR SALE: Old wooden decoys. For list send S.A.S.E. to 
FOR SALE: Pair of wood ducks by R.M. Mitchell . Signed John Freimuth, 12123 S. 71st Avenue, Palo Heights, IL 
and dated 1983. Call (410) 939-2813. 60463. (708) 361-4343 (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.) 
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Walker Decoys 
Species Price Species Price 

Bald Pates $40ea Common Mergansers $130pr 

BlackDuck $40ea Red-Breasted Mergansers $130pr 

Black Heads $40ea Hooded Mergansers $150pr 

Blue Wing Teal $40ea Swan -Flat Bottom $350ea 

Blue Geese $50ea Swan -With Keel $400ea 

Brant $50 ea Wood Ducks $350pr 

Buffleheads $40ea Canada Goose $80 ea 

Canvasbacks $40ea Loons $60 ea 

Cinnamon Teal S40ea Pigeons $35 ea 

Coots S40ea Doves $35 ea 

Gadwall $50 ea 
Green Wing Teal S40ea ( 

' Oversize Price 

Goldeneyes S40ea fl. /~ ~ Canvasbacks $50 ea 

Mallards S40ea Red Heads S50 ea 

Pin tails S40ea 
t ... Black Heads S50 ea 

Red Heads S40ea 
Ringnecks $40 ea 

' ,· - ~ Decoy lamps (mo~ t) S90 C:l 

Ruddy Ducks S50 ea 1/2 Swan Lamps Sl20ea 

Shovelers S40ea 3/4 Size Swan Sl25ea 

Snow Geese $50 ea 1/2 Swan $65 ea 

C 0 L L E C T 
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FEDERAL 

J I M H A u T M A N 

Fall Canvasback 1995 

The 1995-96 Federal Duck Stamp Print continues the grand 
tradition of offering only the finest quality artwork in the 
nation's most collectible limited edition print series. 
Reserve Your Print Today! 

Collector Edition: 
Medallion Edition: 
Executive Edition: 

~ 
Jlrt (ja&ry & Custom ~ramill£! 

706 Baltimore Pike -

20,000 $155. 
7,000 $325. 

300 $950. 

~~u, Piciwze SltDw 
ART GALLERY 

Chesapeake Bay Art 
301 StJohn St. 

Bel Air Havre de Grace JFr' .PI-oktf'V'd 

879-8824 .... v. 
939-0738 %~ 
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safe. Decoys are 
illustrated in intricate 
detail by well-known 
wildlife artist Laura 

at special introductory 
prices. Call, write or 
fax for a free color 

2931 O'Donnell Street 
Suite 126 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
410.243.4924 Phone 
410.675.5243 Fax 




