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Havre de Grace

Has Many Fine Attractions

THE DECOY MUSEUM
THE PROMENADE
THE CONCORD LIGHTHOUSE

and for Lunch & Dinner, One

Truly Great Restaurant!
TIDEWATER '
GRILLE ED -,
300 Foot of / A s
Franklin o "~

(410) 939-3313
(410) 575-7045 On the Water's Edge




Autographs

1982-1996
Havre de Grace
Decoy Festival

Honorary Chairmen
1982 R. Madison Mitchell
deceased
1983 Paul Gibson
deceased
1984 Charles Bryan
1985 No Chairman

1986 Robert "Bob" Litzenberg
1987 Charles "Speed” Joiner
1988 Captain Harry Jobes
1989 Captain Bill Collins
1990 Captain Roger Urie
1991 James "Jimmy" Pierce
1992 James Currier
deceased

1993 William "Bill" Schauber
and

Allan Schauber

1994  Robert "Bob" McGaw
deceased

1995 dJ. Evans McKinney
1996 Harry V. Shourds II

A 7 adesry YAy
Poul Gilson
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Place
Stamp
Here

Honorary Artist
1993 Louis F.X. Frisino
1994 Durant Ball
1995 Christopher White
1996 Paul Shertz
The Havre de Grace Homestead Publishing
The Aegis, The Record,
Decoy Museum W’ The Weekenders, APG News
Welcomes everyone " 10 Hays St.
to the Festival! Bel Air, MD 21014-0189
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Walker Decoys

Species

Bald Pates
Black Duck
Black Heads
Blue Wing Teal
Blue Geese
Brant
Buffleheads
Canvasbacks
Cinnamon Teal
Coots

Gadwall .
Green Wing Teal
Goldeneyes
Mallards
Pintails

Red Heads
Ringnecks
Ruddy Ducks
Shovelers
Snow Geese

221 N. Lapidum Road Havre de Grace MD 21078

Price

$40ea
$40 ea
$40 ea
$40 ea
$50 ea
$50 ea
$40ea
$40 ea
$40 ea
$40ea
$50 ca
$40 ea
$40 ea
$40 ea
$40 ea
$40 ea
$40 eca
$50 ea
$40ea
$50 ea

(410) 939-4310

Species Price

Common Mergansers $130pr
Red-Breasted Mergansers $130pr
Hooded Mergansers $150pr

Swan -Flat Bottom $350ea
Swan -With Keel $400ea
Wood Ducks $350pr
Canada Goose $80 ea
Loons $60 ea
Pigeons $35ea
Doves $35¢ea
Oversize Price
Canvasbacks $50 ea
Red Heads $50 ea
Black Heads $50 ea
Decoy Lamps (most) $90 ea
1/2 Swan Lamps $120ea
3/4 Size Swan $125ea
1/2 Swan $75ea

The “WALK-A-MATIC > Decoy Duplicator

Designed and manufactured by a working decoy maker who understands your requirements

The Walk-A-Matic Decoy Duplicator Is ready to use on delivery
Delivery within 7 weeks of placing order
Base price $7,500. ($2,000. deposit required with order)

Walker's Machine Shop 221 N. Lapidum Road Havre de Grace MD 21078 (410) 939-4310

Flexability
« turnsany size body, from a 10" miniature
to a full size swan.
« adjustable pattem allows increase or
decrease of body diameter.

Time savings

» features quick change body block and
pattern holders enabling you to set up a
block in 30 sec.
« turns a 15" canvasback in 4 min 45 sec.

Specifications

» 1/2 hp single phase gear motor

« 3 hp single phase motor on blade

« 12" carbide tipped blade

« dust pan will take a 4" hose hook up

» fully guarded, rigid welded frame con-
struction

» sealedball bearing pillow block bearings.
» aprox 950 Ibs, depth 30", width 8'

Spring Canvasback



canevaseback (kan'ves bak’), n.,pl. -backs, (esp. collectively) - back. 1. A north
American wild duck, the male of which has a whitish back and a reddish-brown head
and neck. 2. A style of decoy made famous by carvers of the Susquehanna Flats region.

Havre de Grace Decoy Museum

3. A quarterly publication of the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Cha, Cha, Cha, Changes ... As with
each year, there will be many changes at
the Annual Decoy, Wildlife Art, & Sports-
man Festival. This year, one of the first
changes will be the addition of a few out-
side exhibitors. These exhibitors are tak-
ing a chance with the weather, but they'll
enjoy greeting everyone first as visitors
make their way inside. More wildlife
artists have joined us this year, and they
will fill the lobby and hallway of the High
School Cafeteria, where most of the art-
ists are located.

Two important titles have been
added to our competitions. The
Susquehanna Flats Regional Duck Clas-
sicisnowsanctioned for 1996. Thismeans
the first place duck caller will be able to
compete in the World's Championship
Duck Calling Contest in Stuttgart, Ar-
kansas. Dave Hagan and Jack Palmer
applied for sanctioning backin 1993. Great
work guys!

Also, the Atlantic Flyway Clasdic carv-
ing competitions are now under I.W.C.A.
rules (International Wildlife Carving As-
sociation). So walk through the competi-
tion room in the back of the High School
gym, and take a look at all of the quality
entries for this year's Festival.

Be sure to enjoy all of these changes
at the Decoy, Wildlife Art, & Sportsman
Festival on May 3, 4, 5, 1996.

Mary Jo Moses

ON THE COVER

Two brant decoys made by the 1996
Honorary Chairman Harry V. Shourds II,
rest by a twisted piece of driftwood near the
Concord Point lighthouse. Photo by Mary
Jo Moses.
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ship information to:
The Canvasback
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum
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From

the
President

Dear Museum Member,

On behalf of the Decoy Museum’s Board of Directors, I heartily welcome
you to the Havre de Grace Decoy, Wildlife Art and Sportsman Festival. This
year’s festival is filled with a wide variety of exhibitors all guaranteed to
please and entice everyone with some of the finest examples of folk and
wildlife art. There is more here than ever before, so I do hope that you will
enjoy yourselves,

This year’s festival features our first non-Chesapeake Bay carver to be
selected as the festival’s Honorary Chairman. Harry V. Shourds, II, of
Ocean View, New Jersey, is well deserving of this honor. Harry represents
not only the distinct Barnegat Bay decoy style, but also his family’s major
contributions to the decoy art form. Harry’s grandfather and namesake
made the ultimate examples of New Jersey’s decoys. The younger Shourd’s
smooth and graceful decoys represent a continuation of this tremendous
tradition. He is a powerful symbol of how the past influences the present.

Whether Barnegat or Chesapeake Bay, decoys are just wonderful
examples of American folk art. The Decoy Museum’s newest exhibits
tracing the nationwide development of decoys are tributes to men like the
festival’s first Honorary Chairman, R. Madison Mitchell, and our current
chairman Harry V. Shourds, II. These carvers and a host of others found
throughout America, have created an art form that we all hold so dear.

Please enjoy this heritage while attending the festival this weekend or
whenever you visit the museum.

President, Boar Dlrectors

Tax deductible contributions can be made to the Havre de Grace Decoy
Museum. The museum was incorporated in 1981 as a non-profit organization
which exists to document and interpret waterfowl as this art form applies to the
social and economic life of the upper Chesapeake Bay region.

Spring Canvasback



Book Review

New Jersey Decoys

Written by

Henry A. Fleckenstein, Jr.
Reviewed by

Bill Smart

As the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum holds it's
fifteenth annual Decoy, Wildlife Art and Sportsman
Festival this year, there is a significant change in
tradition. As many of you know, this year’s honorary
chairman, Harry V. Shourds I, is not from the Chesa-
peake Bay region, but rather the New Jersey coast.
Therefore, in recognition of Mr. Shourds, I am review-

ing New Jersey Decoys.

Referred to by the author as “a natural outgrowth”
ofhis first book, Decoys of the Mid-Atlantic Region, this
book exhibits enhanced quality and indepth regional
information. Like any good book for the decoy collector,
it is limited on text and abundant in photographs. Mr.
Fleckenstein was able to access some of the more
prominent area decoy collections, which resulted in
some 700 decoys (ducks, geese, brant, and shorebirds)
being featured along with superb old gunning photos.

Henry admits that his book’s title may be some-
what misleading. In addition to the New Jersey coastal
decoy community, his book includes decoys and makers
from the Delaware River. This enabled him to clearly
define his book into chapters covering both regions. In
each chapter he has provided the reader with bio-
graphical summaries for carvers, watermen, and hunt-
ersineach area. He presents 85 summaries for the New
Jersey decoy makers and an additional 39 for the
Delaware River craftsmen.

As always, I enjoyed Henry’sbook. He captured my
attention with his historical reflections on gunning in
the region and with a circa 1900 picture of a Barnegat

New [Jersey Decoys

by Henry A. Flackenstess, Jr.

gunning camp complete with hunters, guns, boats, and
an alert Chesapeake Bay retriever ready to go to work.

This is a great book to add to your resource shelf.
Moreover, if you are at the Havre de Grace Festival this
year, it would prove to be a good opportunity for Henry
Fleckenstein and Harry Shourds to add an autograph.

New Jersey Decoys is 269 pages and was copy-
righted in 1983 and published by Schiffer Publishing
Ltd., Exton, PA. Itis available at the Havre de Grace
Decoy Museum for $37.50.

W. ROBERT WILSON, JR.
Broker
Specializing in Buyer Brokerage

101 W. Cecil Ave.

North East, MD 21901 410-287-0429

The Prudential Preferred
Properties

The Prudential Preferred
Properties

312 S. Main St. Call Martha Vache

Bel Air, MD 21014 1-800-536-3806

(410) 836-9400 (410) 939-5959 (home)
Spring Canvasback -



Harry V. Shourds, II standing in front of his shop. Photo by Lou Nolan.

Harry V. Shourds, 11

-

Decoy Carver, Hunter and Gentleman

Lou Nolan

It’s a cloudy, warm, summer morning on the south-
ern New Jersey costal mainland. Harry Shourds is
busy in the red barn at “The Duck’s Nest.” In his
workshop, he’s at the bandsaw cutting hand picked
swamp cedar into decoy blanks and then sawing them
once again in half. This begins the same process his
father and grandfather used before him to produce the
traditional hollow gunning stool characteristic of the
Jersey Coast.

As he begins roughing out the cedar decoy halves
with his hatchet, he is interrupted by what he knows

8

will be the first of many visitors on this overcast day.

Harry has been expecting the tourists who come off
the beaches in search of the antiques and other diver-
sions offered by the mainland, to visit him at “The
Duck’s Nest.” Some will browse and watch as Harry
turns swamp cedar into hollow works of art. Still others
will look through the inventory of ducks and shorebirds
for sale, and decide on a bird to add to their collection,
or take home as a vacation souvenir.

Whatever the reason for taking home a duck or
carving, they’'ve acquired a piece of folk art by one of the

Spring Canvasback



Harry Shourds black duck with his grandfather's in the background. Photo by M. Moses.

State of New Jersey’s and America’s treasures, Harry
V. Shourds.

As we mark the Fifteenth Anniversary of The
Havre de Grace Decoy, Wildlife Art, and Sportsmans
Festival, for the first time the Honorary Chairman,
Harry Vinuckson Shourds II, a third generation carver
of the Barnegat Style of decoy, was chosen from outside
the state of Maryland.

The easy going and gentle man from Ocean View, in
New Jersey’s Cape May County, has the distinction of
being the First New Jerseyite to receive the National
Heritage Award from the National Endowment for
the Arts. This award, which he received in 1989, is in
recognition of his superior craftsmanship as a decoy
carver.

Perhaps the best summation regarding Harry’s

decoys came from the head of the New Jersey Folklore
Society’s President, Fred Thomson, speaking in a 1989
Philadelphia Inquirer article, when he noted that
Harry’s decoys reflected his approach to life. "Other
decoy carvers produce many of the same varieties as
Harry’s,” he said, but “his are much more original,
much nicer.”

Prior to going “full time” in the decoy carving
businessin 1982, Harry served in the U.S. Navy and did
a stint selling Electrolux vacuum cleaners door to door.
For those of us who know Harry and those of you who
will meet him, it's hard to imagine him as the stereo-
typical salesman. Many acquainted with Harry be-
lieve his low key approach and his genuineness are
some of his finest traits.

Harry, who presides over his shop most weekdays

Bayou Restaurant

BCH Real Estate, Inc.

927 Pulaski Highway 100 St. John Street

Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Havre de Grace, MD 21078

(410) 939-3565 (410) 939-5055
Spring Canvasback 9
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Somers Headley and Harry V. Shourds, II. Photo by Lou Nolan.

and Saturdays, unless the fish are biting, or the ducks
in season, hasn’t come by his carving aptitude by
chance. He has a true “Decoy Pedigree,” and has been
around decoys and the wetlands of southern New Jer-
sey all his life.

His grandfather, Harry Vinuckson Shourds lived
in Tuckerton on the New Jersey Coast at the turn of the
century, and is acknowledged as the most prolific, and
perhaps the greatest decoy carver in the history of the
state. His father, Harry Mitchell Shourds carved de-
coys in Ocean City, New Jersey until his death in 1941,
when Harry was twelve years old.

Harry always puttered around in his father’s
shop but didn’t carve any decoys there. “My
father was very strict,” Harry notes, “He wouldn’t
let me touch his tools.” Harry made his first
decoy at 14 or 15. They were for his own rig, and
“were ugly.” He used those to shoot ten or fifteen
ducks every day and generate some family in-
come.

Harry’s decoys are hollow birds, in the
Barnegat Bay tradition, hand chopped from New
Jersey cedar. The heads are carved from sugar
pine. Harry’s species include most of those com-
mon to the Jersey Coast; Canada geese, brant,
mallards, black ducks, redheads, bluebills, pin-
tails, mergansers, goldneyes and buffleheads.

Harry also carves several species of shore-
birds. These include plovers, ruddy turnstones,
curlews, dowitchers, dunlins, avocets and, of

course, the Jersey gulls. Sometimes
on a visit to his shop, you'll find a
miniature or two, various songbirds
andhismuch sought after Santa Claus
carvings, many with geese over their
shoulders and carrying a shotgun.
Harry has also been known to build a
miniature gunning skiff on occasion,
complete with decoys.

Mr. Shourds' prominenceisnot
limited to our country. Recently, he
spent a week with a film crew from
Japan. An entire production group
followed Harry and documented his
craft, beginning with the choice and
cutting of the Jersey cedar for decoy
bodies, the whittling of the white pine
for the head, and the priming and painting to produce
the traditional New Jersey Coastal Decoy.

Harry Vinuckson Shourds, II is a quiet, accom-
plished artist, who would just as soon be hunting or
fishing as carving decoys and shorebirds. As collectors;
you and I are lucky. We have the opportunity to catch
him “in the office”, and take home a true piece of New
Jersey art to cherish and enjoy.

It’s certainly fitting that Harry V. Shourds, Il is the
first Honorary Show Chairman from outside the State
of Maryland.

Miniature pied-billed grebe. Photo by M. Moses.

Citizen's Pharmacy

Services

415 S. Market Street
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 9394404

[

Columbian Bank, FSB
Since 1893

307 St. John Street
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-2313
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Miniature bluebird by Harry V. Shourds, II. Photo by M.
Moses.

Harry V. Shourds, II working in his shop. Photo by Lou Nolan.

Java By The Bay Goll's Bakery
118 N. Washington 5t. 234 N. Washington St.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-0227 (410) 9394321

Spring Canvasback 11



ARTIST SPOTLIGHT

Donna L. Dellaganna

Donna Dellagana was born in a small town in
Massachusetts and moved to California at an early age.
With high school and a year of college behind her, she
moved to Germany for two years where she furthered
her artistic instruction studying the work of the Old
Masters. It was here that she met and married her
husband. Upon returning to the United States she
began her family, and in 1979 moved to Texas and
returned to college.

Dellaganna graduated from Central Texas College
in 1981. It was the hill country of central Texas and the
art of Dalhart Windberg that inspired her to pursue a
fine arts career. As she developed her talent as a
landscape painter and wildlife, she experimented in
several mediums, but developed a love for oils and
began refining a technique which reflects the tradi-
tional style of the Old Masters. Through extensive
reading and continuous practice, she developed a unique
style that is seen in her work today.

Dellaganna's paintings echo her love of traditional
art forms and subjects. They fall into several catego-
ries: landscapes, figurative,

P k' { '1"'.'\ i, i 4 b |
‘ﬁgi AT WA 1 LA :
A hunting scene by Dellaganna.

Her community involvement includes donating art
to the Virginia Wildlife Hospital, Public Television, the
United Way, and other worthy organizations. Her
studio is at her home in Earlysville, Virginia, in the
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, where she lives
with her husband and three daughters.

equine, wildlife, and still life.
Reminiscentofthe 16th and 17th
century Flemish and Italian
schools, she begins with a de- §
tailed drawing on her painting [¥
surface and applies transparent |
layer-upon-layer of oil paint, |
building color and detail. These (' ’
thin transparent layers allow
the light to penetrate through
the glazes and reflect back from
the surface, providing a three-
dimensional quality to the work. }
The process may, depending on
the painting size and complex- |
ity, take several hundred hours J#
to complete.

In order to maintain a fresh
perspective, Dellaganna creates
color studies in pastel, colored
pencil or acrylic.

12

"Winter Solitude” by Dellaganna.
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OPEN
7 Days A Week

Sunday Brunch
10am - 2pm

Happy Hour
Mon. thru Fri. MacGregor'S
- Ample Parking St o cucs v
+ Off Premise Catering
+ Lite Fare Menu Established 1987

WONDERFUL
CRAB CAKES

Over 50 Decoys
on Display

The Best By The Bay!

In Historic Havre de Grace - 331 St. John Street - 939-3003/ 575-6900

B Fresh Seafood M Pasta
B Prime Rib B Cajun Dishes
B Steaks B Daily Specials

Enjoy casual elegance on the Delightful

Susquehanna River.
Originally a bank built in O“tdoo?)l:)uplnlng

1924, MacGregor’s now B Outside Deck
features a two-tiered all glass with Awning
dining room that overlooks M Gazebo Bar

the headwaters of the B Marina Shuttle Van

Chesapeake Bay. B Live Entertainment

2 minutes from 1-95 exit
VISA Reservations Accepted
Mastercard Diners Club  Group menus availableGift Certificates
American Express Carte Blanche

Spring Canvasback
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Gifts from the Decoy Museum's Shop

10% already taken off for Museum members!
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum T-shirt. Wood-like duck kit with acrylic colors.
Grey, black or white w/ colorful flying mallards. Woodduck, Pintail or Mallard.

Item#1 . .$10.00(MorL) Item#2 ...$9.00 (Age 10+)

———
Matioal

&
o Augulx m
Mooty T

Havre de Grace Decoy Museum mug. Exclusive Decoy Museum patch.
Black and white, water, and boat scene. Flying canvasbacks on a light blue sky.
Item#3... $5.40 Item#4 . .. $4.50 (3 3/4")




Gifts from the Decoy Museum's Shop
10% already taken off for Museum members!

R.Madison Mitchell, His Life and Decoys. Havre de Grace.Aan Informal History.
By Charles Lee Robbins. Edited By Peter A. Jay
Item#5...$16.95 Item#6...$16.15

- "HAVRE DE GRACE
T AN INFORMAL HISTORY

Edited By PETER A, JAY

ORDER FORM

To order; mail in your check, order form, mailing address, and phone # to:
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum, P.O. Box A, Havre de Grace, Md 21078
or call with your credit card number at (410) 939-3739.

Name Address Phone #

Item # Size Color Qty Description Unit Price Total Amount

Add 5% sales tax

Shipping & Handling

TOTAL ENCLOSED
Shipping rates. Under $5 - $1.00, $5 to $30 - $3.00, $30 or more -$5.00




Havre de Grace Decoy Museum
Membership Application

Membership in the Museum offers you significant benefits not available to the general public. Each

member receives four issues of The Canvasback magazine free of charge. Additionally, members gain
free entry to the museum, notification of Museum events and a 10% discount in the Museum's Gift Shop.

Name:
Address:

Annual Membership Level: Please check one
Student: $15
Individual: $20____

Family: $35____

Business: $100____

Susquehanna Flats Club: $250____

Please mail this form with your check or money order to:
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum, Membership
P.O. Box A
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078

N

Professional Picoure
Framers Assoctacion

JOHN M. BARBER
"Moonlight Flig

E
h tll
Edition of 950 sin » 15 1/4"x 8" » $65 From the original oil

Introducing a new limited edition Chesapeake Bay print by nationally acclaimed maritime artist John M. Barber.
In "Moonlight Flight", the viewer travels with a flock of Canada Geese as they glide over a Chesapeake shoreline. Below,
skipjacks leave their wharves and head toward the oyster beds for a day of dredging. This signed and numbered print

captures the richness of the original oil painting.
e LN N ] 'l"-t .. o0 °
A PICTULE SHOW

706 Baltimore Pike, Bel Air 301 St. John St., Havre de Grace

879-8824 ® 006000000 939_0738
Stanley A. Bennett ART GALLERY & CUSTOM FRAMING Teresa Yost Bennett
Certified Picture Framer Sculptor

"The Only Certified Picture Framers in Harford County"

16 Spring Canvasback




HAPPY

o

The original building. Photo from the

museum'’s collection.

Cutting the ribbon at the opening of the Decoy
Museum. Jim Pierce, R M. Mitchell, Senator
W. James, and Barbara Cramer. Taken in
1986. Photo from the museum'’s collection.

Spring Canvasback

ANNIVERSARY!

Ten years ago a crowd gathered
in front of the old Bayou Hotel util-
ity building. Balloons were flying
and cameras held at the ready,
waiting for the second that would
be the fruition of four years of hard
work. The frail, charismatic carver
R. Madison Mitchell, was sur-
rounded by politicans and well wish-
ers as he cut the bright ribbon that
stretched across the building's en-
trance. It was official. The Havre
de Grace Decoy Museum was open!
But the work was just beginning.
Over the next decade, volunteers
and staff would continue the ambi-
tious pace of development and ex-
pansion.

17



Behind the Decoy Museum. Photo from Ken Lay's collec-

tion.

Construction at the museum in January
1984. Photo from the museum collection.

Museum display cases in November 1986.
Photo from the museum collection.

The beginning of the diorama in March
1986. Photo from the museum's collec-
tion.

18 Spring Canvasback



The moving of R. M. Mitchell's shop.

Dedication of R.M. Mitchell's shop.

Construction of the museum'’s second
floor in 1988.

Spring Canvasback 19



The second floor being laid. Photo from the museum's collec-
tion.

Bob Litzenberg in the display case with
his reflection in 1989. Photo by Oliver
Steele.

Ribbon cutting for the second floor.

1994 construction of "Gunning the Flats.” Photo
from the museum's collection.

20 Spring Canvasback
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The new "What is a Decoy” exhibit, February 1996. Photo by
M. Moses.

|

|

T
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The first of the honorary chairmen cases, February 1994.
Photo by M. Moses.
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Vincenti Decoys

Store Location: 353 Pennington Ave. Havre de Grace, Md #(410) 734-7709
Decoy Shop: 3030 West Lane (Off Rt. 156 between Rts. 22 and 155) Churchville, Md #(410) 734-6238

May 5§, 6, & 7th, SPECIAL SHOW HOURS:
Fri. 10 am - 5 pm, Sat. 10 am - 7 pm, Sun. 10 am - 6 pm

PAINTING AND
CARVING
SUPPLIES FOR THE
DISCRIMINATING
ARTIST

Sales Agents for Foredom Tools, Grumbacher Brushes & Paints, Windsor Newton
Brushes & Paints, Robert Simmons Brushes, Royal Brushes, Ronan Paints,
Jo Sonja Acrylics, Knotts Knives, Pre-Cast Feet and Glass Eyes.
Call for complete list of in-stock supplies.

Spring Canvasback




Auction News

Carvers’Appreciation Day
Auction

The Carvers’ Appreciation Day auction was, once
again, a delightful fund raiser for the Museum. The
wine was flowing, the food was plentiful and the com-
pany was convivial. Donations of decoys and related
items came from all over, giving everyone something
exciting to bid for. As usual, decoys by prior Honorary
Chairmen were highly sought after, but many of the
younger carvers also had their day in the sun. Many
collectors discovered Mike Affleck’s talents and sent
him home with an armload of orders. Overall, the
auction raised $3,004.50 with 48 lots. Norm Hunter of
Hunter’s Sale Barn volunteered as auctioneer.

Top Five Lots of February 24, 1996

Charlie Bryan 1/4 sized Canada goose $360
Mike Affleck pr. 1/2 sized black ducks $360
Bob & Charles Jobes pr. wood ducks $210
Fred Gillotte Jr. 1/2 sized widgeon drake $140
Bill Collins miniature swan $135

Duck Fair Auction

As if the Duck Fair wasn’t fun enough, we have
decided to juice up the auction. Traditionally the
auction held on the Saturday of the Duck Fair is
composed entirely of donations from exhibitors. This
year we will be accepting consignments as well. So if
you meant to consign decoys to the Decoy Festival
Auction but missed the deadline, bring them to the
museum for the Duck Fair Auction. We will also be
accepting related art work and sporting collectables.
To make it a little easier on the auctioneer and bidders,
it will be held on the second floor of the museum. For
more information, call Karla at (410)939-3739.

Charlie Bryan miniature Canada goose in Carvers’' Apprecia-
tion Day Auction. Photo by M. Moses.

Mike Afflecks’s pair of black ducks in Carvers’ Appreciation
Day Auction. Photo by M. Moses.

Crothers-Coudon F. Lamar Mergler Co., Inc.
601 Franklin St.
Insurance Agency - Havre de Grace, MD 21078
1489 Cl.ayton Street (410) 939-3880
Perryville, MD 21903
(410) 939-1590/(410) 642-2400
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Decoy Festival Auction

The Decoy Festival Auction is the biggest auction
the Decoy Museum has annually. Selling nothing but
decoys, the auction begins May 5th at 6:00 p. m. in the
High School Auditorium. The preview starts at noon
andbidder registration at 4:00 p.m. There is something
for everyone in this auction: classic Upper Bay carvers
like Jim Holly, decoys by local heros like Madison
Mitchell, decoratives by major talents like Jeff Moore,
and elegant contemporary pieces by Bill Porterfield. Of
special interest is the Honorary Chairman Collection
by New Jersey legend Harry Shourds. Remember, the
10% buyer’s premium directly benefits the Decoy Mu-
seum.

Harry Shourds’ black duck in the 1995 Decoy Festival Auc-
tion.

Bob McGaw's canvasback drake. Photo by Joe Engers.

Jim Holly canvasback drake. Photo by Joe Engers.

Jeff Moore's mallard drake. Photo by M. Moses.

The Blacksmith Hotels The Blacksmith Hotels
Holiday Inn Howard Johnson Lodge
1007 Beards Hill Road 793 W. Bel Air Ave.
Aberdeen, MD 21001 Aberdeen, MD 21001
(410) 272-8100 (410) 272-6000
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J0O SONJAS
GESSO

Specially Designed for Wildfowl Carvers

Jo Sonja’s® Acrylic Gesso Primers

Chroma has formulated four acrylic polymer emulsion based gessos
designed for fine art, decorative art and all wildfowl art applications.

* Produces a smooth, velvet, matte surface while providing maximum tooth e
¢ (Can be applied using an airbrush®* e Apply to wood, canvas, or metal
e Ideal for decorative painting, wildfowl art and fine art surfaces

e Easy soap and water cleanup e Available in pints and quarts e

*Thin with Jo Sonja's® Flow Medium

&,

7

{ 3

205 Bucky Drive < Lititz, PA 17543 <+ Phone 717 626-8866 °

CONFORMS TO ASTM D-4236

Toll Free 800 257-8278 = Fax 717 626-9292




1996 VOLUNTEER CARVER OF THE YEAR

Joe Cook

Karla Mattsson

Joe Cook was raised on Coney Island. He and his
friends often fished for striped bass along the beaches
and jetties. They had no interest in duck hunting or
decoys. Ironically, Joe says, “We used to see, after
storms, decoyslayingall over the place. We didn’t think
anything of them. We used to burn them and throw
them at each other. God knows what we picked up!
Those ducks were probably floating in from Long Is-
land.”

When Joe was a boy, he liked working in wood and
did a lot of whittling, he even won an award for a lamp
he carved in high school. He wanted to go to a wood
working trade school, but his parents pressed him to
attend college instead. Joe quit tojoin the army, where
he took basic training with Elvis Presley. Joe fondly
remembers that while they were on the troop ship,
Elvis played “Blueberry Hill” for them on the piano; his
contract prevented him from playing the guitar. While
stationed in Texas at Fort Hood, Joe continued whit-
tling when he could.

Joe Cook in his shop. Photo by M. Moses.
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Joe later became interested in painting, surrealis-
tic painting in particular. He laughed, “I had four little
kids running around the house and I was doing a still
life of a bowl of fruit. I had left it in a certain place and
it had grapes and all kinds of stuff hanging out of the
bowl and it had light hitting it in a certain way. I had
to doafourtotwelvein the police department that night
and I came back and my kids ate all of the fruit. That
was the end of that painting!”

Joe became excited about carving decoys in 1981
while visiting relatives in Edgewood. His nephew took
him to meet “Titbird” Bauer’s brother, Lamar. He
bought a bushel of decoys from Lamar and decided that
he could carve at least as well. Joe remembers, “I
carved my first duck, it was a bufflehead, with a pen
knife. I thought it was a work of art until my first decoy
show, and then I wanted to hide it.”

He started out carving decorative ducks. After a
short time on his own he took carving classes from Bill
Veasey in New Jersey. Waterfowl carving remained a
hobby while he worked for the New York City Police
Department as a crime scene photographer. When Joe
retired and began working as a private investigator, he
continued carving in his spare time.

In 1987, Joe broke his back falling off of a 1adder.
During the long months of convalescing in a wheel
chair, he started carving miniature ducks to keep his
mind occupied. He then started selling his carvings to
buy new equipment. He boasts, “I probably got every
machine known to man. Machines I don’t even use!”

When carving, Joe uses any variety of these ma-
chines to make his job easier. He frequently uses a
foredom tool and also does extensive feather burning.
He uses an airbrush to soften the color divisions on a
duck after it has been hand painted. Jeff Moore has
heledp Joe improve many of his decorative carving and
painting techniques. Joe feels that paintingis the more
difficult part of creating decoys, as well as the most
important part. In his opinion, a good paintjob can save
a poorly carved piece.

When he moved to Havre de Grace in 1991, Joe met
Henry Gonzales who encouraged him to carve working
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Red-breasted merganser drake by Joe Cook. Photo by M.
Moses.

decoys, as well as the decoratives. He studied Jimmy
Pierce’s techniques and met all the carvers around
town. Pat Vincenti and Dan Carson have both served
as role models for creating quality carvings.

Joe now carves both flat bottom and round bottom
decoys. He observed that like himself, many great
carvers are left handed. What this means he doesn’t
know, but he figures it creates a predisposition for
decoy carving. Joe carves around seventy-five to one
hundred decoys a year. He is constantly striving to
make each decoy better than the last. Every year he
tries to add a new species to his repertoire; this year he
is working on a widgeon pattern. If he had a bigger
shop, he would carve geese, but space is too limited in
his garage for bigger pieces. Joe still carves miniatures,
as well as an occasional songbird or flying duck. His
wife is very supportive of his carving. He says, “She’s
prejudiced. She’ll go to a show, she’ll look at all of the

Old squaw drake by Joe Cook. Photo by M. Moses.

Spring Canvasback

tables and she'll say ‘I like your stuff the best.” Coming
from her that's good. She doesn’t give out too many
compliments.”

Joe has been active with the Decoy Museum since
he moved to town. Many collectors have met Joe and
fallen in love with his work while he was volunteering
as a weekend carver. His list of patrons includes
mayors and army generals as well as visitors from
around the world. When asked about being named
Volunteer Carver of the Year, Joe demurs, “I was
surprised they gave me the award, because to me it’s a
reward to come here and carve, rather than that I am
doing you a favor. If someone comes here to carve, it's
more of a benefit to the carver than for the museum.
You meet so many people, you never get this kind of
exposure sittinghome. You're doing me the favor.” The
Decoy Museum is grateful to Joe for the many hours he
has spent at the Museum talking to visitors and pro-
moting the art of decoy carving. It is important to have
volunteers like Joe, who are willing to pitch in and
make the Museum an interesting and informative
place to visit.

During the Decoy Festival, Joe can be found in the

Middle School Gym, table 20. Stop by and see ifhe has
that widgeon pattern finished yet.

Dennis Clevenger rtnteork

N
L 5.2
DENNIS CLEVENGER “Tleans
358 Harvard Court L levengere>

Ladson, SC 29456
(803) 572-8214
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Sentman Distributors, Inc.

Since 1933

Distributors of
Anheuser-Busch
Beers

In
Cecil and Harford
Counties

103.7 FM
Today's Best Country

Is a
Sponsor

for the

15th Annual Decoy,
Wildlife Art,
& Sportsman
Festival
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Autographs!

Joe Mitchell

Each year, the Havre de Grace Decoy, Wildlife Art
and Sportsman Festival honors a decoy carver who has
established a
v W ’&W 3 %‘W fine, out-
'4 /ﬂ standing
reputation in his region. He is given the title of
Honorary Chairman of the show for that year. This
tradition began in 1982 when R. Madison Mitchell was
honored. A new Honorary Chairman was selected by
the Board of Directors of the Havre de Grace Decoy
Museum each year thereafter.
The list of past Honorary Chairmen is as follows;

1982 R. Madison Mitchell
1983 Paul Gibson

1984 Charles Bryan

1985 No Honorary Chairman
1986 Bob Litzenberg

1987 Charles "Speed” Joiner
1988 Capt. Harry Jobes

1989 Capt. Bill Collins

1990 Capt. Roger Urie

1991 Jimmy Pierce

1992 Jim Currier, (deceased)

1993 Bill and Allen Schauber were honored, a father
and son team
1994 Bob McGaw, (deceased)

1995 J. Evans McKinney

This year will be the 15th anniversary of the Decoy,
Wildlife Art, and Sportman Festival and Harry V.

Shourds, II of
S /2 4 Gl
New Jersey has
been selected as
the Honorary

Chairman. Being an Honorary Chairman carries ma-
jor responsibilities. One requirement is that the Hon-

f«wo/ﬁm‘;

orary Chairman must complete two sets of his decoys.
One set is given to the Decoy Museum to be put on
permanent display. The other set is auctioned off at the
Festival and a portion of the proceeds are given to the
Honorary Chairman. The rest supports the Decoy
Museum. Each Honorary Chairman is expected to
participate in most of the Museum'’s functions and to
help the Museum in its endeavor to preserve the heri-
tage of decoy making. A

One of the events in which each Honorary Chair-
man participates in is the autograph session held each
year at the Decoy, Wildlife Art, and Sportsman Festi-
val. This year, the autograph session will be held only
on Saturday, May 4th between 12:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.
in the library of the Middle School. The US Postal
Service will be available during this same time and
place to offer free postal cancellations to commemorate
this year’s Festival. This year’s cancellation will fea-
ture a Harry Shourds brant.

As an added attraction to the autograph session
and the postal cancellation, each visitor to the festival
before 3:00 p.m. on Saturday will be given a coupon
upon entering the show, that will entitle them to a
FREE previous year (from 1983 to 1995) show book.
This way you can visit the library, select your free
showbook and have your favorite Honorary Chairman
sign it for free! There is a limit of one free showbook to
each attendee, but you will be able to purchase addi-
tional copies of any of the previous year's books for $5
each.

The Decoy Museum
Thanks All Of
It's Volunteers

The Decoy Museum
Enjoy The Festival!

Spring Canvasback
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Exhibit Update

Ward Museum Exhibit at
Decoy Festival

This year, the Ward Museum of Wildfowl Art has
volunteered to host the artifact exhibit on the Middle
School Auditorium stage. While you are enjoying the
festival, be sure to stop by the stage and see the
fascinating array of beautiful and important decoys
that the Ward Museum is displaying. The Ward Mu-
seum also has a temporary exhibit in the Decoy Mu-
seum.

Miniatures by Harry Shourds

To coincide with the festival, the Nolan family has
placed on loan alarge collection of miniatures carved by
this year’s Honorary Chairman, Harry V. Shourds, II.
Most of these gems are ducks, carved and painted with
all of the attention to detail that has made Harry’s full
There are also a large

sized decoys so desirable.

Miniature brant by Harry Shourds on loan from Lou Nolan.
Photo by M. Moses.

number of shorebirds as well. For a touch of whimsy,
this exhibit contains turtles, ducklings, and a Santa
Claus or two.

Litzenberg Collection Relocated

As the Museum is expanding and enlarging its
collection, each of the Honorary Chairmen collections
willbemoved to the secondfloor gallery. Bob Litzenberg’s
extensive collection has been moved this spring, so his
decoys are once again side by side with Charlie Bryan’s.
This, summer Evans McKinney’s decoys will also have
a permanent spot among this august company.

More “What is a Decoy?”

After finishing the introductory section of “What is
a Decoy?” we jumped to the conclusion. The focus of this
case is to demonstrate the different directions that
carvers have taken with their work. On one side are
examples of contemporary working decoys by carvers
from all over the country and Canada. On the other side
are highly decorative carvings. The middle of this
exciting exhibit is filled with examples of historical
decoys from around the continent. If you have a good old
decoy from your favorite region, we would be grateful for
the donation. The first region to be finished will be the
Pacific Flyway, so look around your basement and see if
you can help out.

Research Library

Thanks to the Easton Waterfowl Festival and pri-
vate donors, the Decoy Museum has built a research
library on the second floor. Open to the public, this
library contains an extensive collection of decoy books
and periodicals. Other areas that are being developed
include bird watching, waterfowling, boating and the
Chesapeake Bay. If you are looking for a quiet place to
read up on your favorite subject, stop by and stay a
while.

Susquehanpa Susquehanna
Orthopaedic Associates Orthopaedic Associates
2 Colgate Dr., Suite 204 2 Colgate Dr., Suite 204
Forest Hill, MD 21050 Foresgt Hill, MD 21050
(410) 879-9636 (410) 879-9636
30 Spring Canvasback



1996 DUCK FAIR

Sept. 1l4th & 15th

FREE ADMISSION!

Enter your ugliest decoy in the
Ugly Duck Contest!

Exhibitors, Duck & Goose Calling,
Retriever Demonstrations, Food,
Decoy Carvers, Live Auction,
Duck Activities for kids.

Held on the grounds of the Decoy Museum
and the Bayou Condominiums.
Call (410) 939-3739

for more information.

s, TS
Turn of the century charm and victorian hospi-
tality await the visitor to the unprecedented Van-
diver Inn, historic Havre de Grace’s only guest
inn. Enjoy tastefully appointed rooms, fireplaces,
and culinary delights all designed to reward the
overnight guest or hungry traveler.

Journey back to the heyday of gracious Mary-
land living, Chesapeake Bay style, when you visit
the Vandiver Inn. Located at 301 S. Union Avenue,
Havre de Grace, MD, the Inn is surrounded by
historic sites and full-service marinas.

Call today for more information ...

(410) 939-5200
301 S. UNION AVE., HAVRE DE GRACE, MD 21078

MBNA

A M E R
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15th Annual
DECOY, WILDLIFE ART,
& SPORTSMAN FESTIVAL
Havre de Grace, Maryland

3 LOCATIONS
H.D.G. HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA & GYM
H.D.G MIDDLE SCHOOL
DECOY MUSEUM

JUNIATA ST

NARREN ST.

SUSQUEHANNA
RIVER

TONAVE & 2%

HIGH
SCHOOL

RI40

MIDDLE
SCHOOL

e

S.WASHINGTON ST.

ALLEGANY ST.

)

LEDGEND
MUSEUM % FESTIVAL LOCATION

b
BOARDWALK
MILLARD E TYDINGS ® PARK'NG
MEMORIAL PARK
¢ BUS STOP
[  BUS ROUTE
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Festival
Program

Dates
May 3, 4, 5, 1996

Locations

Havre de Grace Middle School, Lewis Lane (MS)
Havre de Grace High School, Congress Avenue (HS)
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum, Giles Street (MUS)

Admission Price

Decoy Festival Tickets are $5.00 each per day. $8.00
for a weekend pass. Children under 12 are admitted
FREE.

Wildlife artists in the High School Cafeteria. Photo by H.
Miles.

FRIDAY EVENTS, MAY 3
Show 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY EVENTS, MAY 4

Show 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

6:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Exhibitors Breakfast at the
American Legion. Sponsored by Cello.

11:00 a.m. Gunning Stool Floating Contest (HS Gym)

11:00 a.m. Decorative Floating Contest.
Sponsored by Chroma Acrylics. (HS Gym)

11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m. Retriever
Demonstrations (MUS)

12:00 Noon, Auction Preview (HS Auditorium)

Spring Canvasback

Duck and Goose Calling Contest on Sunday at the Decoy
Museum. Photo by H. Miles.

12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Postal Service Stamp
Cancelling & Honorary Autograph Session
(MS Library

4:00 p.m. Bidder Registration (HS Ausitorium)

6:00 p.m. Decoy Auction (HS Auditorium)

SUNDAY EVENTS, MAY §
Show 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Duck and Goose Calling Contest.
Sponsored by MBNA America (MUS)
8:30 a.m. Calling Seminar
9:30 a.m. Junior Division, Novice follows
12:00 Noon Senior, Team follows
10:30 Youth Division Decoy Competition (HS),
Sponsored by J.M. Huber
11:30 Decorative Slick Decoy Contest (HS)
12:00 Noon, Gunning Rig Competition Contest (MUS)
12:00 Noon, Slick Decoy Contest (HS)
1:00 p.m. Head Whittling Contest (MS).
Sponsored by Mitchell-Smith Funeral Home
3:00 p.m. Decoy Painting Contest Judging.
Sponsored by Cytec (MS Gym)
3:30 p.m. Raffle Drawing

T R I I I I

i - A
v ﬁ

Carving competitions at the High School. Photo by H. Miles.
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1996 Havre de Grace
DECOY, WILDLIFE ART AND
SPORTSMAN FESTIVAL COMMITTEES

Honorary Chairman Harry V.Shrouds, II
Honorary Artist of the Year Paul Shertz
Show Bird Brant
ShowChairman Jim Pierce
Advisor MaryJo Moses
Co-Chairman Clovis Bolen
Buses Harford County
Allen).Fair

Collections Exhibit. Ward Museum
Festival Poster Paul Shertz
Gift Tables Joe Mitchell
Mert Street

Billboards, Allen].Fair
Advertising ConnieDaub
Hospitality Room ArleneGrace
Vicky Ferguson

Bill Smart

Pam Smart

Painting Contestand Head Whittling..........oecceesersennecn Bob Wilson
Mitch Shank

Pat Vincenti

Finances. Dr.John Carriere
Ron Levison

Retriever Demonstrations Tim Carrion
Chuck Mushinsky

Silent Auctions Pam Smart
GunningRig Competition Bob Wilson
Volunteer Coordinator. MadelynShank
Security. Havrede GracePolice Dept.
Auction GeorgeJuergens
KarlaMattsson
Sherry Ramey
Auctioneer David Hartzel
RonHartzel
Food Smokin'Joe
Island Inn

School Coordinators
MiddleSchool Steve Williams
HighSchool Cathleen Hepler
Autograph Sessions Madelyn Shank
BarbaraE.F.Gilden
Woodworking & Decorative Carving Contest....Warner Taylor
Norm Smith
Ed Watts
Ken Lay
Goose and Duck Calling Contest David Hagan
Jack Palmer
Battery Gun Exhibition Bernie Bodt
Breakfast Ken Lay
American Legion

@
0’0

Locally Managed.

Nationally Recognized. Pogo, Inc.
1734 Jerry’s Road
HArford COUNtY ... 838-3024 Street, MD 21154
Baltimore County ............... 879-3815
Cecil County .......ccccumrureneecs 392-0392
Member FDIC - 101 692-6434
First Virginia and (@) are registered with the U.S. Pat. Off. ggct?i:'s & Decoys zjl g} 879:4984
Comcast Corporation Phillip Gilden, LPT.
30 N. Parke St. 1131 Baltimore Pike
Aberdeen, MD 21001 Bel Air, MD 21014
(410) 272-7500 (410) 838-0830
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February 23, 1996
Dear Visitors and Exhibitors:

AsMayor of Havre de Grace, I welcome you to the fifteenth annual Decoy Show. We take great
pride in the quality of the Museum and attribute its success to the many, many hours of hard work and
dedication given by the organizers, volunteers, members and Board of Directors.

The citizens, government and City Council wish all the exhibitors, carvers, visitors and tourists
apleasant weekend in our lovely, historic city and hope that everyone will enjoy their visit by the Bay.
We invite you to visit our promenade for a stroll along the waterfront, browse through our shops, enjoy our restaurants and tour the
Concord Point Lighthouse and our Lock House Museum. I can assure you that the City government along with the Havre de Grace
Tourism Commission will do everything possible to make your visit here a pleasurable event.

Enjoy! With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely,

CAsH,

Dr. Gunther D. Hirsch, M.D. g
Mayor

Welcome:

Onbehalf of the 170 members of the Greater Havre de Grace Chamber of Commerce, I welcome
you tothe 15th Annual Decoy Festival. This fantastic tradition continues to highlight the artistic talents
of carvers, artists, friends and neighbors, both near and far.

We hope you will enjoy the Festival and have a great day in the Decoy Capital of the World.
Visit our many businesses, restaurants and museums and enjoy particularly the beauty of our
waterfront on the Susquehanna River at the confluence of the Chesapeake Bay. We also salute the
many volunteers who make this event possible.

Thanks again for visiting with us and for letting us share some of our heritage with you. Don't let this be your last visit to our
City. Come and see us again!

Sincerely,

Philip Barker
President, Chamber of Commerce
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1996

T

GCHESTERTOWN

WILDLIFE
EXHIBITION & SALE

Vst

SATURDAY OCTOBER 26TH
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

PREVIEW PARTY FRIDAY OCT 25 7pm-9pm

* Over 50 Carvers, Painters, Photographers And
Other Artisans
* Live Raptor Exhibit -From Horsehead Wetlands
Center
* Music, Food, Entertainment - Town Parks
* Carving Competition - Ducks, Geese, Songbirds
And Other Categories
* Spectacular Taxidermy Exhibit
* Two Slide Programs - Wildlife Portraits And
The Iditarod Sled Dog Race
* Duck And Goose Calling - Sanctioned MD
State And Chesapeake Bay Regionals
Plus Team Contests
* Decoy Identification And Appraisals
* Soup Tasting Sampler - Kent County
Chefs And Cooks Share Their Specialties
* Retriever Demonstrations - In The Water.

FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
Throughout Historic Downtown
CHESTERTOWN

ADMISSION $5.00 * UNDER 12 FREE

FOR INFORMATION CALL:
(410) 778-0416
P.0. BOX 883

Chestertown, Md 21620

BAY MUg
QQQ?JE;QESENTS 1996 EU@
3RD ANNUAL
BOB LITZENBERG
HUNTING DECOY SHOW
AND
ART FESTIVAL

* DECOYS * REFRESHMENTS
* PAINTING * ARTISTS
* GUNNING RIGS + AUCTION
* MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE
* PARAPHERNALIA

SHOW AND MUSEUM
LOCATED ON THE WATERFRONT
IN TOWN PARK, NORTH EAST, MD

@

COUNTY £ o
:;-.:_,——
MAY 25, 8 a.m. 4 p.m.

RAIN DAY MAY 26

VISIT BOTH THE SHOW & MUSEUM!!
COUNTY BANK
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1996 HavRE DE GRACE DECOY, WILDLIFE ART, AND SPORTSMAN FESTIVAL EXHIBITOR LIST

MS- Middle School
HS- High School

HSC- High School Cafeteria

Ackerman, Larry
370S. Nursery Ave.
Purcellville, VA 22132
(540) 338-1880

HS-045

Amtmann, Linda

411 Vogts Lane
Baltimore, MD 21221
(410) 391-1217
MS-106, 107

Anderson, Samuel
P.O. Box 43
Perryville, MD 21903
(410) 642-2566
MS-172,173

Appell, Bruce

12 Hillman Ct.
Aberdeen, MD 21001
(410) 272-3839
MS-134

Baloodis, Mara
10655 Habitat Trail
Bokeelia, FL. 33922
(941) 283-3742
MS-115

Barron's - Jon Frank
504 Main St.

Asbury Park, NJ 07712

(908) 988-7711
MS- 138

1990 Decoy Festival Honorary Chairman Roger Urie with
R.M. Mitchell and C. Joiner. Photo by K. Novak.
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Barroner, Paul

331 Durant St.
Johnstown, PA 15906
(814) 266-0356
MS-192

Bauer, Clarence
4660 Sugartown St.
Cocoa, FL 32927
(407) 639-8301
MS-073, 074

Belinko, Donna

1907 Furnace Rd.
Jarrettsville, MD 21084
(410) 557-7008

MS-070

Berle, Beatrice
P.O. Box 546
Corolla, NC 27927
(919) 453-2718
MS-009, 010

Blackiston, David

300 Truslow Rd.
Chestertown, MD 21620
(410) 778-0943

MS-19

Bloss,

11907 Homewood St. NW
Cumberland, MD 21502
(301) 777-0743

MS-111

Bodt, Bryon

2917 Churchville Rd.
Churchville, MD 21028
(410) 734-7702

MS-065, 066

Bolen, Clovis & Ramona
749 Tydings Rd.

Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-0910

MS-001

Bomboy’s Candies

322 Market St.

Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-2924

MS-085

Books Plus - Luck Cuccia
P.O. Box 731

Lodi, N] 07644

(201) 777-7110

MS-155, 156, 157

Boxleitner, Art

18 Main St.

Willow St., PA 17584
(717) 464-2513
MS-132,133

Bradbury, David
4 Split Rail Lane
Marlton, NJ 08053
(609) 596-2077
HSC-07, 08

Branacato, Joe

Box 255

Ridley Park, PA 19078
(610) 522-0840

HS-035, 036, 037

Briddell, Don

8002 Dollyhyde Rd.
Mt Airy, MD 21771
(301) 831-7088
HSC-24

Britton, Jim

2707 Pineridge Lane
Powhatan, VA 23139
(804) 598-4370
MS-194

Brunori, Carlo
Conservation Consulting
MS- Activity Room

Bryant, Vernon

90 Greenbank Rd.
Perryville, MD 21903
(410) 287-8548
MS-164, 165

Budden, Michael
P.O. Box 69
Columbus, NJ 08022
(609) 298-4619
HSC-19, 20

Bull, Linda

2317 Bowersox Rd.

New Windsor, MD 21776
(410) 875-2260

MS-139, 140

Burcham, Leonard

708 Market St.

Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-2971

MS-046, 047, 48

Burk, Al

7000 Beachmont Dr.
Sykesville, MD 21784
(410) 795-0849

HS-041

Butcher, Paul & Deborah
10609 Bird River Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21220
(410) 335-3237

HS- 51

Carroll, David

24095 Chestertown Rd.
Chestertown, MD 21620
(410) 778-6437

MS-100A

Carson, Dan

14 Matte Lane

Havre de Grace, MD 21078
{410) 939-5723

MS-082

Carver’s Corner-Pete Micchie
36 Leo Place

Lodi, NJ 07644

(201) 365-2202

MS-144, 145, 146

Cassedy, Ed

17317 Wesley Chapel Rd.
Monkton, MD 21111
(410) 329-6244

HS-085

Cheezum, Eddie
P.O.Box 213
Hillsboro, MD 21641
(410) 820-2077

HS- 074

Ciesielski, Vincent

36 Hassell Ave.

Bethany Beach, DE 19930
(302) 539-2413

HS-039
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1996 HAVRE DE GRACE DECOY, WILDLIFE ART, AND SPORTSMAN FESTIVAL EXHIBITOR LIST

Clark, John
1620 Chapel Rd.

Havre de Grace, MD 21078

(410) 939-5889
MS-055, 056

Clevenger, Dennis
358 Harrard Ct
Ladson, SC 29456
803-572-8214
HSC-18

Clevenger, Walter

3621 5th Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL. 33713
(813) 321-1283

MS-076, 077

Clodfelter, Ken

1230 Gittings Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21239
(410) 435-7133
HS-082

Collier, John

636 Kensington Ave.
Severna Park, MD 21146
(410) 315-9787

MS-037, 042

Collins, Frank
RR#1, 146 T&C Villa
Moline, IL 61265
(309) 749-3931
HS-050

Conwell, Elizabeth
450 Grasmere Ln.
Aberdeen, MD 21001
(410) 272-1433

HS- 004

Cook,Joseph
949 Chesapeake Dr.

Havre de Grace, MD 21078

(410) 939-3714
MS-020

Coppock, Joseph
751 Claire Rd.

Philadelphia, PA 19128
(215) 483-5418
HS- 072

1995 Decoy Festival Artist of the Year, Chris White. Photo by
H. Miles.

Cordrey, William
138 Amherst Rd.

High Bar Harbor, Nj 08006

(609) 494-8677
MS-017, 018

Corwin, Bernie & Gail
P.O. Box 1014
Beaufort, NC 28516
(919) 728-1331
MS-142, 143

Coward, Clifton

Rt. #1, Box 402
Vanceboro, NC 28586
(919) 975-2155

HS-040 + Outside

Cowen, William

8 N. White’s Bogs Rd.
Browns Mill, NJ 08015
(609) 893-7875

HS-020

Cronin, William
1798A Bay Ridge Ave.
Annapolis, MD 21403
(410) 269-7852

HS-043

Dalrymple, Dale
138 Gallery Ln.

Mt. Bethel, PA 18343
(717) 897-6830
MS- 089, 090

Day’s Basket Factory
714 S. Main St.

North East, MD 21901
(410) 287-6100
MS-129

Dean, Don & Sons
10211 Chapel Rd.
Potomac, MD 20854
(301) 299-2576
MS-161, 162

Dedekind, Mike

2212 Fairview St.
West Lawn, PA 19609
(610) 678-9380
MS-187

Dellaganna, Donna
955 Madison Dr.
Earlysville, VA 22936
(804) 978-7829
HSC-21,23

DeNardo, Laura
3404 Elliott St.
Baltimore, MD 21224
(410) 558-1493
MS-024, 025

Don Moore's Sporting Gallery
MSC-11B, 12A, 13A

Doughty, Lou

1465 Dermott Ave.
Virginia Beach, VA 23455
(804) 464-6746

MS-131

Downs, Robert

4113 Perry View Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21236
(410) 256-5656

HS-044

Ducks Unlimited, RMM
Chapter

P.O.Box 9

Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-7139

HS-LOBBY

Dye, Toni-Kay

230 Strawbridge Ave.
Westmont, NJ 08108
(609) 854-2049
HSC-03

Eberle, Ray

6121 Marglenn Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21206
(410) 665-7739

HS-084

Ellis, Allan-Harvest for Hungry
3634 Hilmar Rd.

Baltimore, MD 21244

MS-112

Engers, Joe

P.O. Box 277
Burtonsville, MD 20866
(301) 890-0262

MS-075

Ewell, Ned

4 Moorepark Ct.
Cockeysville, MD 21030
(410) 666-1841

MS-108, 109

Faix, William

19 School House Lane
North East, MD 21901
(410) 287-2033

MS-021

MacGregor's Restaurant,
Tavern & Banquet

Pizza Hut of Maryland

600 Ohio Street

331 Saint John St. Havre de Grace, MD 21078
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 (410) 939-0077
(410) 939-3003
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Fannon, David Franck, Arthur “Whitey” Gilbertson, Noble Hammell, Bud
14048 Lee Hwy. 8241 Del Haven Rd. 216 Hickory Dale Dr. 526 Crestview Terrace
Amissville, VA 22002 Baltimore, MD 21222 Dover, DE 19901 Point Pleasant, N] 08742
(540) 937-4675 (410) 282-3826 (302) 736-1063 (908) 892-1549
MS-083, 084 HS-070 MS-097A MS-005
Fennimore, Clarence Free, Harry Gleason, Michael Harford Artists
250 Schoolhouse Rd. P.O. Box 3030 4 Slavin Ct, 80 Mt. Royal Ave.
Wrightstown, NJ 08562 Frederick, MD 21705 Baltimore, MD 21236 Aberdeen, MD 21001
(609) 758-7272 301-865-3019 (410) 6614340 (410) 272-1104
MS-078 MS-Activity Room MS-197 HSC-12,13
Ferguson, Leonard Frey, James Gray, Ed Harman, Tom
100 Francis St. 19 Ft. Hoyle Rd. 591 Mountain Hill Rd. 320 Priestford Dr.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Magnolia, MD 21085 Perryville, MD 21903 Churchville, MD 21028
(410) 939-3818 (410) 676-5408 (410) 642-6861 (410) 734-6579
MS-159, 160 MS-038, 039 HS-038 MS-002
Fetchero, Pat Frisino, Louis Gray, Jr., Robert Hawkins, Chris
1328 Saratoga Dr. 1375 Discus Mill Rd. 2189 Ocean Pines 112 Susquehanna Ct.
Bel Air, MD 21014 Severn, MD 21144 Berlin, MD 21811 Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 879-1902 (410) 982-1464 (410) 208-2941 (410) 939-2726
HS-011 MS-103, 104 HS-055 MS-079
Fish, Charles Frost, A.B. Green, Ed & Judy Hechier & Koch
7061 Pine Drive P.O. Box 181 P.O. Box 656 21480 Pacific Blvd.
Chincoteague, VA 23336 Bedford Hills, NY 10507 Riderwood, MD 21139 Sterling, VA 21066
(804) 336-5149 (914) 764-9125 (410)823-3332 (703) 450-1900
MS-185, 186 MS-174, 175 MS-179, 180 MS-137 - Sponsor
Fleckenstein, Henry B + G Enterprises Greer, Charles Heiges, Capt. Charley
P.O. Box 577 MS-Activity Room 2301 Valley Ave. 52 Emerson Rd.
Cambridge, MD 21613 Wilmington, DE 19810 Port Clinton, OH 43452
(410) 221-0076 Gagen Joyce (302) 475-8186 (419) 732-2147
MS-068, 069 6 Cragmoor Dr. HS-026 HS-034A, 034B
Vincentown, NJ 08088
Foote, Betty (609) 268-1926 Gremillion, Arthur Hentosh, Dave
1430 John St. MS-176, 177 25 Forest Trail RR #1, Box 363
Baltimore, MD 21217 Ridge, NY 11961 Ft. Fairfield, ME 04742
(410) 523-6086 (516) 929-6177 207-488-4904
HSC-06 MS-198, 199 MS-116
Hagan, Dave Heitkamp, Lemly
2413 Harkins Rd. 276 Wakely Terrace
White Hall, MD 21161 Bel Air, MD 21014
(410) 692-6516 (410) 838-7592
MS-028 HS-046
Hall, Robert Heppner, Leo/Ben Bunger
527 Featherbed Ln 633 Chapel Terr.
Glen Mills, PA 19342 Havre de Grace, MD 21078
610-459-3961 (410) 939-6247
MS-113
Hickson, Bill
Halter, Jeryl 11718 Three Bridge Branch Rd.
Old Supawna Box 484 Cordova, MD 21625
Salem, NJ 08079 (410) 822-0821
(609) 678-5833 MS-064
MS-191

1988 Decoy Festival Honorary Chairman Harry Jones. Photo
from the Museum's collection.
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Hill, Dwight ltter, Ed
P.O.Box 49 8098 Ventnor Rd.
Silverton, ID 83867 Pasadena, MD 21122
208-556-7501 (410) 255-7226
MS-126 MS-158
Hiss, Jeanne Jackson, Bradley
4703 Pleasant Grove Rd. RR#1 Box 119
Reisterstown, MD 21136 Proctorsville, VT 05153
(410) 526-7916 (802) 226-7818
HS-042 HSC-15, 16
Holloway, Ann Jennings, Forrest
R Bl fyes. 426 Oak Shade Rd. 1987 Decoy Festival Honorary Chairman Charlie Joiner with
Salisbury, MD 21801 Shamong, NJ 08088 : 5 5 :
(410) 74.9396 (609) 268.8032 Festival Committee. Photo from the Museum's collection.
MS-105 MS-099
Howard, Scott Jensen, Carl Jones, Walt & Cindy :lgg,]mga’rz{o“ '&gro 1
P.O.Box 54 279 Lisha Kill Rd. 2586 RT. 563 i e;‘A"];e o
St. Mary’s City, MD 20686 Schenectady, NY 12309 Green Bank, NJ 08215 41(?123:3321
(301) 872-4666 (578) 785-9998 (609) 965-6524 ;AS) e
HS-031, 032 Hs-020, 021, 022 MS-061, 062, 063 1584,
Humberstone, Tom Jobes, Bob Karsnitz, Vivian ;‘ng’ Ronaldl& i‘:‘
2081 Coon Hill Rd. 721 Otsego St. 1428 Jerry Lane oy SRS < B
Skaneateles, NY 13152 Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Manheim, PA 17545 fo“‘%,, S A
(315) 685-6819 (410) 939-1843 (717) 665-4202 (410) 3 S
MS-182 MS-092, 093 MS-050, 051 MS122,1
Hufer, Sam Jobes, Capt. Harry Kenowski, Ken o A Clapl
P.O. Box 607 77 Baker St. HC-1 Box 7-27 o ’;JD o
Manassas, VA 22110 Aberdeen, MD 21001 Hawley, PA 18428 gy g sy
(703) 368-5092 (410) 272-2055 (717) 2267470 ias})zz s
MS-096, 097 MS-003, 004 HS-014 v
Hutchins, Sophie Jobes, Charles Kilbourne, Thomas Is.la;vs;n 2 L<;tuiss
7715 Warsaw Ave. 855 Otsego St. 313 Nichols Ave. % . c{;on “‘:{*D e
Glen Burnie, MD 21060 Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Wilmington, DE 19803 =) 1 4_22;;’“'
(410) 255-8752 (410) 939-3005 (302) 478-1761 &5&9
MS-007, 008 MS-100B HS-052
Hyde, William Jobes, Joey Knopp, Jr. Charles %3&%;% Dr
306 Hamilton Ave. 619 Bourbon St. 3815 Old Federal Hill Rd. H d*é o TG
Pennsville, NJ 08070 Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Jarrettsville, MD 21085 83’“93; 40’1“' -
(609) 678-7067 (410) 939-1807 (410) 692-6426 ﬁgz) 0121
MS-091 MS-087, 088 HS-028 11,
Ingoglia, John Jones, Bob Koposovic, Mike & Joan {-glsl?l Roi:o‘:k nt
220 Alliance St. RD#3 Box 198A 574 Constitution Dr. - ot
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Towanda, PA 18848 Jackson, NJ 08527 '2‘3’{““225&88‘““3:’] 08012
(410) 939-6248 (717) 364-5891 (908) 367-6904 gis())o %
MS-190 HS-078, 079 HS-071 .5
[ ) [ ] *®
Pollitt Signs Key Operations Center
P.O. Box 368 626 Revolution St.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 P Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-4050 . (410) 939-0400
40
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Levine, Sol

110 Skylark Way
Raleigh, NC 27615
(919) 676-3740
HSC-17

Litzenberg-Griffin, Corrine
668 Blue Ball Rd.

Elkton, MD 21921
MS-200

Lockhart, Vickie & Wayne
120 Algonquin Rd.

North East, MD 21901
(410) 287-6690

MS-153, 154

Magierski, Hank & Anne
17 Ship Drive

Mystic Island, NJ 08087
(609) 296-3505

MS-178

Malchione, John

110 Bancroft Rd.

Kennett Square, PA 19348
(610) 444-3509

MS-057

Martin Creations - Linda Martin
7808 Maple Dr.

Brown Mills, NJ 08015

(609) 893-5970

HS-029, 030

Martin, Herbert
P.O. Box 636
Hillsville, VA 24343
(540) 728-5521
HS-081

Martz, Earl

HCR 1, Box 99A
Vowinekel, PA 16260
(814) 927-8659

HSsC-22

Marx, Carl

238 Franklin St.
Quakertown, PA 18951
(215) 538-3163

HS-033, 034

McBride, Kevin

4178 Captain's Corridor
Greenbackville, VA 23356
(804) 824-6301

HS-029, 030

McDaniel, George
112 River Rd.
Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 398-6330
MS-130

McDowell, Evelyn
1204 South Ave.
S.Boston, VA 24592
(804) 572-3003
HS-015

McKenzie, Ray

937 S. Fifth St.
Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717) 264-2583

MS-113A

McNamee, Michael
114 Fairmont Dr.
Bel Air, MD 21014
(410) 893-5845
HS-065

Maryland Bowhunters Society
MS-Activity Room

Maryland Department of
Natural Resources
MS-Activity Room

Mengel, Nelson

714 Plater St.
Aberdeen, MD 21001
MS-080, 081

Meredith, John
11975 Still Pond Rd.
Worton, MD 21678
(410) 348-2291
MS-201, 202

Metzger, Don & Beth
530 Buch Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17601
(717) 569-3763
MS-152

Meyers, Bill

2107 Haverbrook Dr.
Faliston, MD 21047
(410) 877-3096
HS-073

Micciche, Pete

714 Susan St.
Millville, DE 19970
(302) 537-0679
HS-080

Moore, Jeff

153 Old Elm Rd.
North East, MD 21901
(410) 398-2041

HS-007, 008

Moore, Patricia

14243 Kentmore Park Rd.
Kennedyville, MD 21645

(410) 348-5145
MS-060

Morgan, Dick & Marie
P.O.Box 40

Cortland, OH 44410
(216) 637-4007
MS-147, 148, 149

Narewski, Gary
Box 202

Minetto, NY 13115
(315) 622-4319
MS-188, 189, 195

National Wild Turkey
Federation
MS-Activity Room

Nestler, Lloyd

4321 Concord St.
Harrisburg, PA 17109
(717) 652-1040
MS-125

Nickle, John

112 N. Howard St.
North East, MD 21901
(410) 287-8456

HS-069

Oberdender, John

928 Weisberg Rd.
White Hall, MD 21161
(410) 343-1329

MsS-071

Oden, Tolliver

245 Third Ave.
Lansdowne, MD 21227
(410) 247-1563

HS-086

Oliver, Steve

5200 Hilltop Dr. CC-2
Brookhaven, PA 19015
(610) 872-8122

HSC-10

Parker, Lester

114 Pencroft Drive North
Holtwood, PA 17532
(717) 284-3273

MS-094 + outside

Payne, Bill & Anna
1022 Hanson Way
VA. Beach, VA 23454
(804) 496-9185
HS-075

Pfoutz, Lee & Ed

81 N. Charlotte St.
Manheim, PA 17545
(717) 665-2587
MS-193

Pierce, Frederick

P.O. Box 224

Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-556

MS-086

Pierce, James

318 N. Lapidum Rd.

Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-2272

MS-166, 167

Poole, Rip

1734 Jerry Rd.

Street, MD 21154

(410) 879-4984

MS-OUTSIDE - both sides front

R. Mitchell Chapter of

Fender Enterprises

Ducks Unlimited G.E. Fender Construction
P.O.Box 9 357-D Green St.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-7139 (410) 939-5078
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Porterfield, William Rocky Mountain Elk Shourds II, Harry V. Snodgrass, Neil
183 Pinnadle Rd. Foundation 2025 S. Shore Rd. 1030 Chesapeake Dr. 6E
Holtwood, PA 17532 MS-Activity Room Ocean View, NJ 08236 Havre de Grace, MD 21078
MS-095 609-390-0427 (410) 939-1352
Sapone, Nick MS-029, 030 HSC-05
Preckel, Jean P.O. Box 33
Rt. #7 Box 179 Wanchese, NC 27981 Shuster, Donald & Nancy Snyder, Brad
Morgantown, WV 26505 (919) 473-3136 3708 Greenspring Rd. 25 Highview Dr.
(304) 594-2765 HS-077 Havre de Grace, MD 21078 hanover, PA 17331
MS-114A (410) 734-6028 (717) 632-3864
Schauber, Bill & Allan MS-128, 128A HSC-25
Pruitt, Karen 708 Truslow Rd.
P.O. Box 152 Chestertown, MD 21620 Sindlair, David Stavely, David
Nassawadox, VA 23413 (410) 778-6991 719 Earlton Rd. 40 Mt. Pleasant Ave.
(804) 442-2727 MS-150, 151 Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Easton, MD 21601
HS-017, 18 (410) 939-0254 (410) 822-3115
Scheeley, Lee MS-036 HS-048
Purner, Marshall 8145 Seashell Dr.
20 Church Point Rd. Chincoteague, VA 23336 Smyser, Mike Stormer, Robert
North East, MD 21901 (804) 336-5009 25 Broadway Ave. 918 Leeswood Rd.
(410) 287-2117 MS-170, 171 Manchester, PA 17345 Bel Air, MD 21014
MsS-033, 034 (717) 266-7294 (410) 838-4124
Schepis, Richard MS-138A, 138B MS-118
Radcliffe, Robert 2808 Woolley Rd.
3733 Surry Rd. Wall, NJ 07719 Strausburg, Vance
VA. Beach, VA 23455 (908 )681-5777 Box 657
(804) 464-2402 HS-088 St. Michaels, MD 21663
MS-141 (410) 745-9566
Seaman, Jerry MS-035
Rauscher, Frank P.O. Box 4046
1361 Karen Lane Frederick, MD 21701 Sullivan, John
Radnor, PA 19087 (301) 695-8056 P.O. Box 193
(610) 964-0642 MS-114 Fallston, MD 21047
HS-063, 064 (410) 879-1850
Shauck, Charles MS-067, 072
Robinson, Edward 1744 Baltimore Blvd.
11748 Lone Tree Ct. Westminster, MD 21157 Susquehanna River
Columbia, MD 21044 HSC-02 Waterfowlers
410-715-0039 867 Cardinal Lane
HSC-04 Shertz, Paul Lewisberry, PA 17339
922 Laura Lee Circle (717) 938-9999
Robinson, Dick & Linda Bear, DE 19701 HS-LOBBY
1319 Plymouth Rd. (302) 834-8427
Bel Air, MD 21015 MS-026 Taylor, Jim
(410) 838-7545 26 Fence Row Ct.
MS-058, 059 Shively, Thomas Baltimore, MD 21236
8 Tee Jay Drive (41 0) 529-5014
Robinson, Jack & Eliz. Welsh Mt. Holly Springs, PA 17065 MS-184 :
2108 Anson Rd. (717) 245-6266 - —_—
Wilmington, DE 19810 HSC-14 1982 Decoy Festival Honor- Templeton, James
(302) 475-2581 ary Chairman R. Madison 4340 Old Lexington Rd.
HS-087 4 W. Salem, NC 27107
Mitchell. Photo from the (910) 788-7369
Museum's collection. HS-083
L
Terrace Garden Ryan Furniture Company
2121 Pulaski Highway
Apart_ln,ents Havre de Grace, MD 21078
706 Pulaski nghway (410) 272-2727
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-5570
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Thau, Bob & Sue VanDyck, Harold Waters, Jul & Eve Williams, Hudson
108 Touchy Dr. P.O. Box 337 Box 198 608 Treemont Ct.
Stevensville, MD 21666 Townsend, DE 19734 Roebling, NJ 08554 Chesapeake, VA 23323
(410) 643-2022 (302) 378-4401 (609) 298-5480 (804) 487-8806
HS-025 MS-041 MS-196, 203 HSC-09
Thayer, Wayne Veasey, Bill Weaver, William Williamson, Jim & Jean
3802 Elmcroft Rd. 16 Gill Dr. 34 Patterson Ave. 1783 Rich Hill Rd.
Randallstown, MD 21133 Newark, DE 19713 Perryville, MD 21903 Creston, NC 28615
(410) 922-7317 (302) 738-5451 (410) 378-3474 (910) 385-3468
MS-006 HS-053, 054 MS-032 MS-183
Thompson's Liberty Safes Veasey, Mike Webber, John Wolf, Paul
MS-Activity Room 667 F. Dawbson Dr. 417 Quaker Bottom Rd. RD#6 Box 290, Sugerman Rd.
Newark, DE 19713 Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Coatsville, PA 19320
Thornton, Donnie (800) 398-3325 (410) 939-0479 (610) 380-1164
5446 Tom Reed Lane HS-061, 062 MS-110 HS-012
Chincoteague, VA 23336
(804) 336-6434 Vincenti, Pat Weber, Gus Wooten, Dave
HS-013 303 West Lane 823 Bear Cabin Dr. 401 Linton Run Rd.
Churchville, MD 21028 Forest Hill, MD 21050 Port Deposit, MD 21904
Timmins, Merrill (410) 734-7704 (410) 893-8061 (410) 378-3641
6492 Kenmar Dr. MS-043, 044 ,045 HS-067 MS-090A
Sykesville, MD 21784
(410) 781-4008 Wachter, Barb Weir, Geoff & Arlene Worrell, Lester
HS-027 109 N. Earlton Rd. 1010 Rosemont Dr. 1453 Rt. 206
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Joppa, MD 21085 Tabernacle, NJ 08088
Todd, Claude & Margaret (410) 939-1904 (410) 877-1621 (609) 268-9677
628 Yarmouth Rd. HS-056, 068 MS-119 MS-040
Baltimore, MD 21286
(410) 321-6628 Wagoner, Gilmore White, Chris Zelnick, Ronald
MS-104,102 4310 Webster-Lapidum Rd. 70 Waterwheel Dr. 132 Sunset Dr.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Port Deposit, MD 21904 Longwood, FL. 32750
Trayer, Lisa (410) 939-5655 (410) 939-4779 (407) 260-2189
117 E. 28TH Div. Hwy. MS-052, 053, 054 HS-003 MS-135, 136
Lititz, PA 17543
(717) 627-2464 Walker, Dave Whiteford, Street Ziegler, Joyce
MS-031 221 N. Lapidum Rd. 8307 Alston Rd. 24451 Burnt Mill Rd.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Towson, MD 21204 Ridgely, MD 21660
Troutman, Mary Lou (410) 939-4310 410-296-1746 (410) 634-2491
P.O. Box 230 MS-013, 014, 015 MS-Outside HSC-01
Dameron, MD 20628
(301) 872-5807 Ward Museum Wiggs, Joe Zinn, Scott
HS-009, 010 909 S. Schmaker Dr. 5022 Terr Rd. 2085 Herman Dr.
Salisbury, MD 21801 Chapel Hill, NC 27516 York, PA 17404
Vallett, Richard 410-742-4988 (919) 933-5730 (717) 764-5074
(302) 239-6488 MS-Stage HS-058 MS-181
HS-023, 024
Wargo, Michael Wildlife R & R WREN
Vanderveer, Earl & Jean 13 Orchid Ct. 2507 Cool Spring Rd.
45 Old York Rd. Edison, NJ 08820 Bel Air, MD 21015
Yardville, NJ 08620 (908) 757-6984 (410) 836-2001
(609) 298-9695 MS-100 MS-235, 236
HS-049
[ ) L]
Foredom Electric Angel Hill Cemetery Co.
P.O. Box 217
Company Havre de Grace, MD 21078
16 Stony Hill Rd. (410) 939-5556
Bethel, CT 06801
(203) 792-8622
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To be Given Away at the
Havre de Grace Sportsman Festival

May 3,4 & 5

1-Pair of Bob Jobes Mallards

HUNTERS . 1-Decorative Carving
HARVESTSHARE Wood Ducks by Charles Fish

Also, Raffle Tickets for:
McKenzie 3-D Target
HE&ER 12 gauge Slug Gun

Thompson/Center
.50 Caliber Muzzleloader

An Exciting Announcement!! Our 7th Year

AIR
CONDITIONEY
BUILDINgG
LIVE JULY 26, 27, 28, 1996 FREE
WHITETAILS TALBOT COUNTY COMMUNITY CENTER STATE BIG
10028 Ocean Gateway, Route 50 East Easton Maryland BUCK
ROGER MARY] AND'S B ' AWARDS
RAGLIN ~ Now fea‘t__;'_v:_ |
HUNTING e IFOR*E;(GI-I;[B‘IL(.)IR IN;ORM?TION., Contact FREE
EXHIBITS yKat, Inc. ilmar Road * Baltimore, MD 21244 SEMINARS

Phone (410)922-5549, Fax (410)655-8469
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ED ITTER

Waterfowl Artist and 15 Year Havre de Grace
Decoy Festival Exhibitor

Chad Tragakis

This year marks the 15th year decoy carver Ed Itter
has exhibited at the Havre de Grace Decoy Festival. It
also marks his 32nd anniversary as a serious wildlife
artist. Itter’s art has grown in both scope and quality
since his first attempt (a pair of buffleheads) he made
back in 1964. In three short decades, he has acquired
both an artistic mastery, and a collection of experiences
few can claim.

Itter’s story beginsin Baltimore, where he wasborn

Ed Itter, holding a painting contest winning mallard. Photo
from the museum'’s collection.

in 1929. He was one of the first art majors at City
College, and was the only male at the all-girls Eastern
High School. “It was a pretty good ratio,” he said of the
experience. Soon after graduation, Itter joined the Air
Force and fought in the Korean War. Although he was
scheduled to return home, his radar skills made him too
valuable an asset and he was “stuck” with a Marine unit
for another half-year. Upon returning home to Balti-
more in 1952, Itter attended the Lumalay Art School on
the G.I. Bill. He immediately went to work for the
Baltimore Sun as an illustrator, a position he held from
1956 to 1994. “It wasn’t work,” he says of his years at
the paper, “I loved it.”

Itter admits that his decoys, “are a hobby that got
out of hand.” It all began with a series of paintings of
regional decoyshe produced, prompting him to try his
hand at carving. Having studied sculpture in college,
and with a strong background in painting, decoy mak-
ing came easily to Itter. He soon became acquainted
with the Ward brothers, Madison Mitchell, Paul Gibson,

= y W i
vl » i ‘

Ed Iiter at his table in the Middle School. Photo from the

g :
museum's collection.

A.R. Burdette, Inc. Fallston General Hospital
3729 Aldino Rd. 200 Milton Ave.
Aberdeen, MD 21001 Fallston, MD 21047
(410) 734-7740 (410) 877-3700
(410) 789-0500
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RIGHT: An Ed Itter kingfisher. Photo from
the Ed Itter collection.

FAR RIGHT: An Ed Itter Atlantic puffin.
Photo from the Ed Itter collection.

and Corb Reed — friendships he still
cherishes to this day. Over the years,
Itter has befriended most contemporary
carvers and truly enjoys being part of
the decoy community.

Besides having sold decoys all over
the world, Itter's carvings grace the
homes of some of Hollywood’s brightest
stars. Tom Selleck, Robert Redford,
Stephanie Paris, Forest Tucker, and
Carol Channing have all purchased
Itter’s birds. Harrison Ford bought a
decoy and then invited Itter to lunch.
Most recently, Itter sold a piece to Fran
“The Nanny” Drescher. “I got two kisses
outta’ her,” Itter chuckled.

Itter lives in Pasadena, Maryland, where he works
hard to fill his decoy orders — although he never seems
to get ahead. Besides keeping busy with his own work,
Itter judges for the I. W.C.A. (International Wood Carv-
ers Association), teaches wildfowl painting to children
throughout several area school systems, and conducts
carving seminars for the North American Wildfowl
Trust. Itter hunts occasionally, but spends most of his
free time on his first love — bird watching. He recently
discovered a rare baekel teal near his home, prompting
visits from duck-lovers up and down the East Coast.

Itter expresses concern for both duck populations
and for our national interest in decoys and waterfowl
art. He feels the two are connected and that unfortu-
nately, “the average person is losing interest.” What-
ever the future holds, Itter is doing his best to promote
decoy making and collecting, and to keep the legacy
alive. He loves to share his stories and knowledge with
others, and looks forward to spending another fifteen
years exhibiting at the Havre de Grace Decoy Festival.

Ed Itter and a good friend, Harrison Ford. (Iam theoneon the
left!) Photo from Ed Itter’s collection.

Tidewater Marina Lyons Pharmacy
Foot of Bourbon St. 328 St. John St.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410)939-0950 (410) 9394545
1-800-960-TIDE
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A full line of hand-crafted
decoys as well as antique
style decoys.
Custom built decoy skiffs
in your choice of colors.
Starting at $400

as well as model boat.

Replica punt gun available

BEAVER &Y’ 311 sue Roue 305
DAM <SR P.0. Box 40
Vﬂ.ﬁ Cortland, Ohio 44410
DECOYS =% (16) 6374007
& CARVING SUPPLIES T

HOME OF THE ORIGINAL "PRO BLANKS"

Professionally designed unsanded
or sanded * unassembled or °
assembled ¢ tupelo/basswood
wihigh quality eyes

MAIL ORDER CALL (216) 637-4007

Fish Decoys Decorative Decoy Blanks

Bswood Plates Walking Sticks
& Turnings @i

Full Inventory
of Carving Supplies

Hours: \\ed Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-4; Sun. 114 Closed: Jan., Aug. and Holidays

Spring Canvasback

~ Mitchell -Smith
Funeral Home, P.A.

123 S. Washington Street
Havre de Grace, MD 21078

(410) 939-2882

MEMBER ORDER OF THE
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[DECOY«&

MAGAZINE

O ONE YEAR, seven issues: $30.00
(including the Year in Review Auction Issue)
TWO YEARS, fourteen issues: $55.00
CANADA, ONE YEAR (U.S. Funds): $35.00
(] EUROPE, ONE YEAR (airmail). $60.00

L3 Profiles of classic and contemporary carversi¥lOverviews of the various
carving regionsk¥JArticles on fish decoys, sporting art and fishing tackle
Complete and timely auction coveragek¥lPortfolios from outstanding
private and museum collectionsk¥IClassified section for buying, selling
and tradinglk¥Fully illustrated with over sixty photographs, many in full color.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO DECOY MAGAZINE, P.O. BOX 277, BURTONSVILLE, MD 20866 [J 301-890-0262

STATE op

L gy o B g B - e o R R G R P O

Charles Jobes Decoys
*NEW LOCATION*

855 Otsego Street (Look for the White Anchor)
Havre de Grace, Md 21078

(410) 939-3005
Specializing in: Standing Geese and Ducks
Full size Flying Geese, Ducks &Swans
Half size Lamps, Pen sets, Plaques
48

WILDFOWL CARVING COMPETITION
APRIL 2627, & 28, 1996

OCEAN CITY CONVENTION CENTER
OCEAN CITY, MD

For More Jufounation Contact

The Ward Museum of Wildfowl Art
909 S. Schumaker Dr.
Salisbury, Md 21801
410-742-4988, ext. 106
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Yard Sale

July 20, 1996

At the Decoy Museum
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

In need of donated items!
Please no clothing.

-

PIERCE'S DECOYS
Gunning Birds Since 1948

318 North Lapidum Road (off 155)

Havre de Grace, MD 21078 (410)939-2272

% \)
» sy ate

4742

UAW LOCAL 1338

United Auto & Aerospace Workers of America
CYTEC, Havre de Grace, MD 21078

We acknowledge and support the fine job
put forth by the
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum
towards the betterment
of the community.

P

Florist
939-5403

203 N.WASHINGTON ST.
HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND 2/078
Amanda DiDomonico, Owner

Spring Canvasback
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Appraiser ® Author e Collector

C. JOHN SULLIVAN

Waterfowling Historian

Specializing in the Upper Chesapeake Bay

Box 193
Faliston, MD 21047 410-879-1850
Clovis & Ramona Bolen 410-939-2440

ENGINEERED MATERIALS INC.
1300 REVOLUTION STREET
HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND 21078

410-939-1910

1s a
Sponsor of the
Exhibitors Breakfast
held at the

American Legion

for the

15th Annual Decoy,
Wildlife Art,
& Sportsman Festival
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J.M. HUBER CORPORATION
CHEMICALS DIVISION

HUBER CHEMICALS
TAKES GREAT PRIDE
In being a good neighbor.

In our relationship with the
Havre de Grace Community

and the citizens of Harford County.
IS COMMITTED TO

Bringing new technology and innovative
processes to our business.
- Maintaining a safe, productive,
enviromentally sound operation.




Weekend Carving Demonstrations
at the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum vigtmeDecoyMuseumthisMay,

May 4, Decoy Festival June 29, Mike Gleason
May 5, Decoy Festival June 30, Joe Cook
May 18, Jack Simpers

July 6, Ken Clodfelter
Junel, Mike Gleason July 13, Wayne Thayer
June 2, Barb Wachter July 14, Joe Cook
June8, Wayne Thayer July 20, Lenny Burcham
June9, Joe Cook July 21, Barb Wachter
June 15, Jeanne Hiss July 28, Art Boxleitner
June 22, Butch and Mary Carol

Larrimore

There are several open dates available this quarter. If you are interested in
being a weekend carver on any of the open weekend dates this May-July session,
please contact Arlene at 410-939-3174. Thanks for your support!

June, and July to see demonstra-
tions of contemporary decoy
carvers and waterfowl artists.
Enjoy this unique opportunity to
meet and talk with these wonder-
ful artists.

Thanks to all of the carvers- Arlene
Grace...

(_ 1996 Calendar of Events )

April 28 & 29

April 26, 27, 28

May 3, 4, 5

July 20

September 6, 7, 8

September 14, 15

Midwest Decoy Collectors Decoy Show

30th Annual National Antique Decoy and Sporting Collectibiles Show
Pheasant Run Resort Mega Center, St. Charles, Illinois
Call Gene Konopasek for more information, (708) 639-9392

World's Competition, Ward Foundation

Ocean City, Convention Center. Call (410) 742-4988

15th Annual Havre de Grace Decoy, Wildlife Art, and Sportsman Festival
Sponsored by: Chroma-Acrylics, Pepsi-Cola, Sentman Distributors, WXCY, Cello, J.M.
Huber,Cytec, M.B.N.A. American, Heckler & Koch, Mitchell-Smith Funeral Home

3rd Decoy Museum Flea Market

8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Please bring your quality items to the Decoy Museum anytime.

Essex Wildlife Art Festival, Essex, MA

Call Bob Brophy for more information (508) 768-6953

9th Annual Duck Fair

Held at the Decoy Museum and the Bayou Condominium grounds. Sponsored by The

Record
Ocotber 26 Chestertown Wildlife Exhibition & Sale
Chestertown, MD. Call (410) 778-0416
Harry Hopkins Company The Piedmont Group
P.O. Box 98 8753 Mylander Ln.

(410) 734-6233

Churchville, MD 21028 &' "

Towson, MD 21286
(410) 821-9588

Spring Canvasback
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(410) 642-3456 (410 642-6004 Fax
Glve those you love the power to communicate

Eastern Shore
Point of Contact for the
Deaf

Dealer for specialized equipment for the hearing impaired

W Edward D Jones & Co.'

Member New Yorh Stock €. . Inc. and S Investor

GARY CECCHINE PEGGY CECCHINE
INVESTMENT REPRESENTATIVES

218S. UNION AVE.
HAVRE DE GRACE, MD 21078

20-1A W. BEL AIR AVE.
ABERDEEN, MD 21001

Henry A. Fleckenstein Jr.
APRAISER-CONSULTANT-AGENT -
Combined List of Old Decoys & Sporting Collectlbles
2 Year Subscription - $7.00

Old Working Decoys Shotgun Shell Boxes
Duck & Crow calls Fishing Tackle
Powder Tins Early Magazines
Lures-Bobbers-Reels Ice Fishing Decoys
Out of Print Books Folk Art & Stuff

P.O. Box 577, Cambridge, Md 21613 (410) 221-0076

410-273-6900 410-999-5270
800-927.0757 800-755-4537
1214 Cedar Corner Rd., Perryville MD 21903
DECOYS- CRTERERS

SMOKIN

\#JOES
PIT BEEF

JO€ & LINDA BOSTIC
1892 HOPEWELL

PORT 21904 410-658-2233

HOURS: FRI., SAT. 10:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

PARKER'S DECOYS

(717) 284-3273
DECOY BODIES
DECOYS & WOOD

LESTER (BUTCH) PARKER
114 PENCROFT DRIVE N.
HOLTWOOD, PA 17532

Jane Currier Belbot Paul Gregory Belbot SUN. - 10:30 A.M. - 5 P.M. OTHER HOURS BY APPT.
CURRIER HOUSE
SAM'S COINS & DECOYS
S NEW & OLD WORKING DECOYS
BUY o SELL « TRADE
800 South Market Street

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 ::«Bgéu?;swus RD SHOP: (703) 361-3199
410/ 939-7886 MANASSAS, VA 22111 HOME: 368-5092

LOCATION LAWS ANTIQUE MALL 1

838-0830- V/T 836-8310- Fax

Phillip Gilden
LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST
Winters Run Professional Center

1131 Baltimore Pike
Bel Air, Maryland 21014
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Paul Shertz,
Artist of the Year

Jdohn V. Quarstein

Paul Shertz's selection as the Decoy Museum’s
Honorary Artist of the Year should come as no surprise.
He has spent the last twenty years illustrating the
unique Chesapeake Bay decoy heritage. Each of his
fifteen previous prints are reflections of his deep inter-
est in decoys which has, in turn, provided collectors
with valuable guides to the subtle differences found in

-- . I\ A\ i

Bill Collins, Paul Shertz, and R.M. Mitchell in the decoy shop. Photo from Paul Shertz collection.

each decoy he represents. Paul has now combined his
tremendous skill and vast knowledge in beautiful im-
age honoring the first fifteen Havre de Grace Decoy
Festival Honorary Chairmen.

Paul was born in Yorkshire, England, but grew up
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he first gained his

Level Heating & Hertsch, Gessner & Snee
Air Conditioning \ P.A.-Attorneys at Law
601 N. Juniata St. & 11 S. Main St.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 Bel Air, MD 21014
(410) 939-0110 (410) 893-7500
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appreciation for wildfowl while hunting upland birds.
Pheasant hunting soon turned to waterfowl hunting
which prompted his interest in decoys. Shertz started
collecting decoys through his friendship with a co-
worker, Evans McKinney, and soon began attending
decoy shows. He noticed that there were no paintings
of decoys at the shows so he decided to create some
historical illustrations of old decoys using examples
provided by Evans and Joel Barber’s 1934 publication,
Wild Fow] Decoys. Much to his surprise, Paul sold
twelve paintings at the first show where he exhibited
and he has not stopped since.

Anindividual sketch of a merganser being inked onto the final
image. Photo by J. Quarstein.

The final stage of the image. Photo by J. Quarstein.

“Decoy Makers of the Susquehanna Flats” was his
first print and was designed to provide collectors with
an overview of the major decoy makers that flourished
during the heyday of duck hunting on the Flats. His
intention was to detail the various differences found in
each maker’s work, and Paul achieved this goal in an
admirable fashion. “Decoy Makers of the Susquehanna
Flats” combines Shertz’s multi-faceted historical knowl-
edge and artistic skill, with his marvelous mapmaking
and composition techniques, into an image that an-
swers certain key questions that collectors might wish
toknow about adecoy: whoisits'maker, or perhaps why
and where was it made.

Mitchell's Family Store
Fairfax Shopping Center, Rt. 202
Wilmington, DE 19803

(302) 652-3258

S

Super 8 Motel

929 Pulaski Highway
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-1880

(410) 939-2818
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Paul Shertz after the hunt. Photo from the Paul Shertz
collection.

Shertz has utilized this theme on numerous other
occasions, as he went on to create several other similar
images such as “Harford County Canvasbacks.” Collec-
tors enjoy his prints immensely because Paul strives for
historical accuracy. When this knowledge is combined
with his artistic ability, the end result is a perfect
reflection of the way individual birds look. He believes
that because an average collector can not afford to
collect a complete set of decoys by particular makers or
geographic region his paintings and prints are perhaps
the “only way a person can have a complete set of
Mitchell’s or Gibson’s."

Many people appreciate Paul's work simply be-
cause it looks good which is a tribute to his composition.
He does not follow the “classical rules of composition”
but rather, as Shertz admits, “on a combination of
whether the overall form is attractive and the color
balance is pleasing to my eye.” Each image he has
completed has presented Paul with various historical
and design problems. In his “Decoys of the Lower
Chesapeake Bay,” he first sought out the assistance of

noted author, Henry Fleckenstein, Jr., to assist him in
his selection of makers and decoys. The colorimbalance
of lower bay birds, mostly various shades of black and
white, presented him with the need to “liven up” the
print. He achieved this goal by airbrushingbackground
color to the shoreline, giving the print a unifying spec-
trum of excitement. “Decoys of the Lower Chesapeake
Bay” is a tribute not only to the carvers depicted in the
print, but also to Paul’s design abilities.

When he was selected as the 1996 Artist of the Year,
Paul felt extremely honored and surprised. While he
jokingly thought, “Maybe they just chose the artist who
looked the oldest,” he feels very lucky to be able to
present an image to commemorate the 15th Annual
Festival. Shertz, immediately upon being chosen, con-
sidered how he could best honor the fifteen decoy mak-
ers who have previously been selected as Honorary
Chairmen. As with all his other prints, he spent much
time just contemplating the print’s composition espe-
cially how he could fit all the carvers into a map format.
“Getting the idea into your head is the hardest part,”
Paul admits, “sometimes it’s over 70% of the time spent
on the painting.”

While working on the layout Paul quickly realized
that the image had to command the respect that he felt
for each ofthe fifteen decoymakers. As he toyed with the
design, he decided that he should subdue the bay’s
geographic features and stress the creations of these
marvelous carvers. He knew that the birds must be the
focal point, each one emphasizing its maker’s distinct
style and quality.

Once he had formulated the design, Shertz began
selecting and sketching the individual decoys. Paul's
experience of creating so many decoy prints prompted
him to organize a reference notebook on every major
carver containing photographs, drawings and notes.
This resource enables him to precisely recreate each
decoy, detailing paint patterns, chine lines, bills and
other features including how various birds weather. All
this information enables Paul to understand a decoy’s
topography, which he skillfully transposes on to the
finished sheet. He knows that he must pay strict
attention to these details since a simple mistake could
change the bird’s date or even the individual maker.

First Virginia Bank
Central Maryland

37 S. Main St.
Bel Air, MD 21014
(410) 789-3815

[

Mitchell-Smith

Funeral Home

123 S. Washington St.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-2882
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After he has completed each decoy on mylar, Paul
then inks them onto the final image. Shertz mounts his
paper and foam core, encapsulates it in brown paper,
and then begins to create one decoy at at time. A bird
is drawn, then painted, before he moves to the next
maker. However, Paul places shadows on all the birds
as his final step in the process to give the appearance
that the decoys are being seen from the same light
source. His process is meticulous and time-consuming,
but the end result is a beautiful interpretation of the
decoys that have made each Honorary Chairman fa-
mous.

Paul has created a very special image, which he has
entitled “The First 15,” as his personal tribute to the
master decoy makers that have served as Honorary
Chairmen of the Decoy Festival. The historical detail
and accuracy expressed within the image is amazing
and is a tribute to Paul’s growth as an artist. The artist
himself believes “The First 15” is the finest image he
has ever produced documenting decoys. “I really en-
joyed completing the piece,” Paul reflected, “I knew all
but two of the carvers and it seemed as if the detail and
design all flowed together into a really quality piece.”
Shertz spent over 180 hours working on the final image
as many of the birds were rather complex to create.
“Bob Litzenberg’s was the hardest because of the subtlety
of the back shading,” Paul noted, “but Madison’s was
the most fun, as I tried to paint it just out of my head
without any references, since  have done so many.” He
soon realized that “something wasn’t quite right” with
his version, so he finally pulled out a Mitchell decoy to
follow. “The whole project made me feel like

and a 1982 festival badge. “It is my expression about
what the show is all about,” reflected Paul.

Paul Shertz should know all about the festival ashe
has attended every one since embarking on his career
as an artist. While recognizing his own talent, did not
study art in school but rather received a degree in
Business Administration from the University of Dela-
ware. After twenty-five years at DuPont he retired, but
quickly was back in another administrative position
with Delaware Transit Corporation. During all this
time, Paul pursued his art diligently, but is happy that
he “is making his living somewhere other than art,” as
it keeps his painting enjoyable. He documents a wide
range of subjects including NASCAR racing and water-
fowl scenes, but decoys have been his favorite topic ever
since his first visit to Madison Mitchell’s shop in the
early 1970’s. Shertz believes that the “lines of decoys
are so smooth and stylish that with the scars of use and
patina of age, they are perfect models for paintings.”
Paul’s deep appreciation for the beauty of this unique
folk art has been transposed through his inherent skill
and in-depth study into fine illustrations that delight
collectors everywhere.

Decoy lover, historian, and artist, Paul Shertz has
given his tremendous talent and knowledge to create
twomarvelousimages documentingthe festival’s theme
and heritage. Paul himself, however, is also part of the
Festival’s past, present and future. He will always
remain so because of his thoughtful and attractive
images which pay tribute to the decoy makers we all
hold in such esteem.

a kid again,” Paul happily commented.
“Maybe it was the new paints I used
(JoSonya's Artist Gouache) perhapshoweach
decoy’s detail comes across on paper,” he
added,”but I believe that the composition
highlighting thebirds across thebackground
of the bay makes it a special homage to these
very special carvers.”

As Artist of the Year, Shertz also as-
sumed the duty of creating the festival's
poster. He decided to make this a quick |
study of various items found in his studio.
“An eclectic mix,” Paul noted, “so that every-
one could feel the spirit of the old gunning
days gone by.” An old gunning coat, Peters
shell box and two Upper Bay decoys (mod-
eled after Madison’s of course!) help fill the
image that also contains his favorite shot-
gun, a 1948 Belgian A5 Browning (“the
sweetest gun I ever fired), a can of brushes,
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Paul Shertz. Photo from Paul Shertz.
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15th Annual Decoy Festival

Print by Paul Shertz

For the fifteenth year of the Havre de Grace Decoy, Wildlife Art & Sportsman Festival, Paul Shertz has
designed this unique arrangement of decoys. Each Festival Honorary Chairman is represented by one of his
favorite decoys. Paul Shertz painstakingly painted each decoy to capture the style and shape of the carver's decoy.
Paul Shertz, from Wilmington, Delaware, has made many other compositions of decoys. This print is a limited
edition of 1,200. These prints are only available at the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum. The edition was printed
on Imperial Cream 80# stock using fade resistant inks. The image size is 17" by 19", overall size is 20" by 24". All
proceeds from the print sale will go into the elevator fund at the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum.

Framed original painting (inquire on availability before ordering) Price not yet determined
Sign and Numbered with Color Remarque $100.00

Signed and Numbered with Pencil Remarque $75.00

Signed and Numbered Standard Edition $50.00

To order, call or write to:
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum
215 Giles Street
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078
(410) 939-3739
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EXHIBITOR SPOTLIGHT

Form Follows Function: Nick Sapone
and the Carolina Canvas Tradition

John V. Quarstein

Canvas decoys first appeared on the North Caro-
lina Sounds around 1900. Since then, more canvas
decoys have been made in North Carolina than any-
where else in America, making the Outer Banks the
capital of canvas. The story of this decoy making
technique is intertwined with North Carolina’s gun-
ning heritage and the decoy makers of today, people
like Nick Sapone of Wanchese, who carry on these
traditions.

o m——
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Nick Sapone. Photo by J. Quarstein.

The technique of wrapping canvas over wire hoops
to recreate a bird's body appears to have originated in
the New England area. Makers of wooden decoys like
Lothrop Holmes and Joseph Lincoln, turned to canvas
in order to make a lighter decoy. While canvas decoys
were being made throughout America by the turn of the
century, this style found a true home in eastern North
Carolina.

Followingthe Civil War, northern sportsmen sought
untouched waterfowl-abundant areas to hunt in. One
such place was along North Carolina’s barrier islands
and sounds. The vast, shallow open bodies of water
typified by Currituck Sound, made this region perfect
for migrating waterfowl, and consequently, a gunner’s
paradise. Within twenty-five years of the war’s conclu-
sion, major gunning clubs such as Corolla’s Lighthouse
Club and the Currituck Shooting Club were estab-
lished. Added to the sportsmen were the local market
hunters who prospered by harvesting ducks. Railroad
and canal connections provided the transportation link
necessary to bring the sportsmen in and ship the game
out. Sinkboxes and blinds would dominate the wintry
waterscape as bags of hundreds of canvasbacks or black
ducks were made daily.

Legends persist that gunners did not need many
decoys to hunt. Corn was easier to use and was by far
a better lure. It worked well in the marshes and lakes
which dominate coastal Carolina until its use was
outlawed in 1918. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act also
outlawed the sale of waterfowl which virtually ended
market gunning. The use of mechanical pickers on
nearby cornfields brought more geese than ever before,
however, and spawned a new era in Carolina gunning.
Clubs and guides needed more decoys, but they needed
to be big and durable, yet light to carry out in large
numbers onto the marsh ponds, lakes and sounds. The
canvas style, perhaps first brought from New England

Famous & Spang

Associates

200 W. Bel Air Ave.
Aberdeen, MD 21001
(410) 272-2300

Tony's Sudden Image
Barber Shop & Salon

226 N. Washington St.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(410) 939-1080
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by sportsmen to their Carolina clubs, fit the bill.

Tilman Lewark of Corolla is credited with making
the first canvas decoys in North Carolina around 1900.
Limited numbers of wooden and canvas decoys were
made by various makers along the sounds prior to 1918
mostly for large sinkbox rigs, but the 20’s and 30’s
became the golden age of canvas in Carolina. It seemed
as if every other guide, gunner, surfman, lighthouse
keeper, or waterman turned their hands to canvas
decoys and an individual Carolina style eventually
developed. Makers like Fred Lewark of Knotts Island,
Joe Hayman of Coinjock, Ellie Saunders of Poplar
Branch, Dexter Snow of Powells Point, John Austin of
Corolla, Mannie Haywood of Kill Devil Hills, and Cap-
tain Wayland Baum of Wanchese are just a few of the
men that forged this special style. Many of these
carvers, particularly Ned Burgess of Churches Island,
hand chopped wooden decoys as well as wrapping
canvasones. Butitistheircanvasbirds thatstand out
as a unique design, perfectly crafted for gunning on the
sounds.

Canvas decoys appear to be a natural extension of
Carolina watermen’s lives: canvas used from old sails
stretched across the back of wires formed like boat ribs
then sealed watertight with paint. The bird’s head
would be secured like a ship’s mast and an anchor line
was attached to the bow. Some makers added keels if
the decoy’s use would take it into deeper water. Obvi-
ously, each decoy was a tribute to its maker’s vision of
practicality. Mannie Haywood’s geese all have notched
canvas at the stem; a self bailing feature that Mannie
thought necessary. All of these decoys are amazingly
functional, and use readily available materials to build
a bird light enough to transport yet strong enough to

handle. Underneath the canvaslies the decoy’s strength
as the wire hoops are firmly secured to the wooden
bottom, then strutted with string-like sail battens.
These birds can dance the waves like a sharpie and dip
and bob in the slightest breeze.

Canvas decoys continued in popularity until the
1950’s, when many of the older makers began to pass
away, and plastic decoys started to flood the market.
Even though the very nature of decoy making had
changed throughout America, there were a few indi-
viduals who sought to continue the Carolina canvas
tradition. One such individual, Nick Sapone of
Wanchese, North Carolina, is also considered among
the best.

Decoy making came to Nick Sapone in an unusual
fashion. Sapone had always enjoyed working with his
hands and his interest in decoys had been fostered by
his friendship with his wife’s uncle, decoy maker Cliff
Tillett. Tillett was an “old hatchet and rasp man”
according to Nick and he befriended him by providing
CIliff with logs to chop into decoys. Soon Sapone was
carving his own as a hobby. The canvasbug did not bite
him until a relative gave him an old damaged canvas
decoy her husband had gunned over many years before.
Nick thought about repairing it, but after studying the
decoy for a while, he thought, “instead of wrecking this
old decoy, I'll try to make one just like it.”

Nick was initially intrigued by the intricate varia-
tions found in canvas decoy construction. He started to
make his own. “The first one was the hardest,” Nick
fondly remembered, “but with patience and persistence
you can get the hang of it.” He still believes the hardest
part is “getting a good wrinkle-free coverin place.” Yet,
through trial and error, he mastered the technique and

A neat row of un-
painted canvas

swans. Photo by J.
| Quarstein.

Harford Sanitation Ontario Printing Co
Service 551 Fountain Street
440 Franklin Street Havre de Grace, MD 21078
Bel Air, MD 21014 (410) 939-5896
Locally owned and operated
(410) 939-5472
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Nick Sapone working on a swan. Photo by J. Quarstein.

began making his own reflection and tribute to the old
canvas gunning decoys that once filled the sounds.

Sapone’s decoys quickly became popular. “I made
them first for myself,” he readily adds, “but then every-
body seemed to want one and all of a sudden, it just
started to get out of hand.” He entered his first contest
at the Virginia Beach Mid-Atlantic Show in 1984 and
won a Third Place. The next year, Nick won First Place
which prompted him to quit his job as a diesel engineer
on a sea-going tug, which hauled oil barges from the
Gulf of Mexico to the East Coast, and began making
decoys full time. Sapone has not looked back since.

Even though he also makes wonderful wooden
decoys such as Doug Jester styled mergansers or classic
Carolina canvasbacks, Nick excels at his canvas birds.
He spent a weekend demonstrating his craft at the
Smithsonian Institute, and has won numerous awards
for his gunning swan, including First Places at the
1990 Ward Foundation World Show and the 1991 Core
Sound Decoy Show. Nick thrives on the attention, but
hopes that such accolades he might receive will also
bring attention to the canvas decoy heritage.

Sapone will quickly admit that his creations are a
little different than those made back in the 1920’s. He
uses the same hardware store oil paints “like the old
timers did” and seldom adds any paint details. Sapone
uses glass eyes and also adds several carved features to
his decoys such as mandibles and nostrils. These
details set his work apart from older decoys. “The old
timers didn’t get so fancy. They’d figured that if the
birds were that close,” Nick noted, “they’d had ‘em
anyway.” These changes in a canvas decoy’s construc-
tion have been necessary according to Nick because of
the need to reach out to collectors who do not have the
same appreciation for canvas decoys as they do wooden
ones. Canvas decoys are regional so the secret is to
make them look good for the mantel. Nick achieves this
goal, but he insists that every one of his decoys can go
overboard and many are still used by hunters today.

Nick still marvels at how the old canvas birds were
made. Durable and practical, the old makers used
whatever was at hand to make their decoys. While
repairing old decoys, Nick has discovered that some
makers used striped bed ticking to cover their birds.
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Nick Sapone’s ﬁmahed swan. Photo by M. Moses.

His favorite makers are Mannie Haywood and the
hardworking 92-year old waterman, Captain Wayland
Baum. Nick feels an affinity with Haywood’s style and
approach to decoy making, especially the shared sense
of accomplishment in making something useful as well
as pleasing to others.

Nick makes a wide variety of species including
swan, brant, baldpates, canvasbacks, and mallards.
Hissing, preening, feeding and swimming are just afew
of his Canada goose interpretations. Every swan he
might enter into a competition has a keel because he
believes it makes the decoy float more naturally. Most
of his other swans, however, are without this feature,
noting that only “1 out of 100 keels are useful.” “Keels,”
according to Nick,
“are a rare find on
older OQuter Banks
decoys, but on one
will go if asked.”
Nick is a tradition-
alist, while also be-
ing a businessman
who strives to in-
tertwine the past
into abeautiful and
marketable decoy.
He probably can
make any type of
canvas waterfowl,
asevidenced by the
unusual canvas

Front of a Canada goose. Photo by
M. Moses.

owls and crows Nick has made on
request (he admits that they’re a
handfull). He loves making de-
coys and it shows in every bird he
creates.

Nick Sapone lives on Roanoke
Island in the hamlet of Wanchese,
North Carolina, with his wife and
two of his three children. He was
born in Norfolk, Virginia in 1943
but spent most of his early life in
Manteo, North Carolina. Follow-
ing high school, he served as a
submariner in the U. S. Navy and
then worked for fifteen years as a
seagoing diesel tug engineer. Nick now spends most of
his days in his shop, which looks like a one-man factory,
complete with hundreds of decoys in various stages of
production. Making about 300 canvas and wooden
decoys a year, his goal is to make a good looking decoy
at a reasonable price, while maintaining the Carolina
canvas decoy tradition. Nick achieves his goal in a

beautiful manner when each completed swan or goose
is branded “NS."
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1996 Havre de Grace Decoy, Wildlife Art,
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Edward & Sharon O’Reilly
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Richard H. Brown, Jr.
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Catherine Michalina Shank
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For our members we offer free classified ads to buy,
sell, and trade decoys or related objects. Please keep it
under 15 words. For non-members, it is $5.00 for 15
words. Mail your classified ads to: Decoy Museum,
P.O. Box A, Havre de Grace, MD 21078.

Decoys, including flickers from Crisfield, Maryland.
Various species carved by the famous Cap't Bill Zack
Ward. Call C.J. Sullivan (410) 879-1850

Wanted: Donations of Pacific and Central flyway decoys
for museum collection. Call Decoy Museum (410) 939-
3739

Wanted: Decoys Unlimited Aluminim goose. Mold, body,
and head. Call (410) 838-7264.

For sale: Old wooden decoys. Send SASE to John
Freimuth, 12123 S. 71st Ave., Palos Heights, IL 60463.
(708) 361-4343 (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.)

For Sale: Custom built Duck Boat. 17'6" x 6'4" beam, 25
hp Johnson. Highlander galv. trailer. $6,500. (610) 286-
6465.
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decoy-making to your
table. This elegant,
yet sturdy, china is
microwave and
dishwasher safe.

Decoys are illustrated
in intricate detail by
well-known wildlife
artist Laura DeNardo.
Order now at special
introductory prices.
Call, write or fax for a
free color brochure.

3401 Elliott Street
Baltimore, MD 21224
410. 558. 1493 phone
410. 675. 5243 fax






