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For over Fimctg years the
Bagou Restaurant has
bcen a local Favori’ce in the

“Citg bg the Bag.”

Guests can cnjog dining in
one of our &ining rooms,
decorated with Prints and

dCCOgS O]C local carvers.

Remember the sPirit of
Havre de Grace’s race-
track. The Graw, as it is

caPtured ona mural in our

banquc’c room.
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We have three banquet

rooms with seating for 30~

VAL i e, 200 guests. Our staff will

tailor amenu to make your

410-939-3565 [ ——

927 Pulaski Highway  Havre de Grace, MD 21078

Serving Seasonal Local Favorites

Fried Ogsters e Soft Shell Crabs « Rockfish
Crab Cakes « Crab lmperlal e Seatood Combo

BAYOU “GO” CARRY OUT — 410-939-3565

Open Tuesday thru Sunday 11:30 a.m. until 10:00 p.m.

The place the locals always come back to!



canevaseback (kan'ves bak'), n.,pl. -backs, ) Y
(esp. collectively) — back. O
1. a north american wild duck, the male

of which has a whitish back and a reddish-brown ~2ECOY MuSEUN
head and neck. 2. a style of decoy made famous by carvers

of the Susquehanna Flats region. 3. a quarterly publication of
the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum.
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FUNDED IN PART BY

Maryland State Arts Council e
City of Havre de Grace e Harford County

The Havre de Grace Decoy Museum is funded by an operating grant from the
Maryland State Arts Council, an agency dedicated to cultivating a vibrant cultural
community where the arts thrive. Funding for the Maryland State Arts Council is
also provided by the National Endowment for the arts, a federal agency.

The Museum was incorporated in 1981 as a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization which exists to document —

and interpret waterfowl| decoys as this art form — i

applies to the social and economic life of the ///" ' MARYLAND
upper Chesapeake Bay region. Contributions ! ST!—\TE f'LRTS
made to the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum Tax COU NCIL
may be deductible.
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Nevada Department of Wildlife

Duck Stamp

IN THIS ISSUE

In this issue, we take a look at some of the earliest
known decoys and the environment in which they
were created.

The Lovelock decoys were already old when the
Roman Empire was new. Amazingly, over 2,000 years
later, tule decoys are still made and used by Native
Americans in the same way.

Several contemporary decoy makers and the
Administrator of the Churchill County Museum and
Archives in Fallon, Nevada—not far from Lovelock
Cave where the ancient

decoys were found—have

o . R
shared their insights with S
The Canvasback. All are EE‘
members of the Fallon k.
Paiute-Shoshone Tribe ;

N?

whose ancestors have
occupied the wetlands of
northwestern Nevada for countless centuries.

Tule decoys are the official state artifact of the State
of Nevada. The Lovelock decoys have been depicted by
the Nevada Department of Wildlife on their state duck
stamps in 1979-80 and 1999-2000. &

Join the facebook

Conversation. facebook.com/

decoymuseum

ON THE COVER

Two of the Lovelock decoys are shown on the cover.
Accelerator Mass Spectrometry indicates that the older of

the two may have been made as early as 500BC. Plain tule
decoys were often covered with whole duck skins or with duck
feathers and paint made from red ochre and pifion resin. This
photo is courtesy of the National Museum of the American
Indian, Smithsonian Institution (catalog numbers 13/4512 &
13/4513). Photo by NMAI Photo Services.



Fresh Seafood & Steaks

OpPeN 11AM DAILY FOR LUNCH & DINNER
NG & = -~

: _ e
BREAKFAST, SAT & SuN B o
9am-12pm

GLUTEN-FREE MENU

ON THE WATER

HAVRE DE GRACE
MARYLAND

www.tidewatergrille.com « 300 Franklin Street - 410-939-3313 - 410-575-7045
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From the President

Dear Museum Member,

The summer issue is always a time to reflect on the Decoy and Wildlife Art Festival held
on the first weekend in May. This year’s Festival, the 33rd, was another great success. Jim
Trimble has taken the time to write a glowing recap, which we have blended with the photos
that Heppner Imaging took.

The Festival is our major fundraiser and relies upon all of our generous sponsors and
the many very devoted staff and volunteers who put in long hours and great effort and who
attend to more little details than you can possibly
imagine. Mayor Wayne Dougherty and the City
Council always have our back. Dan and Cindy Lee
at MacGregor’s Restaurant provided excellent cater-
ing for the exhibitors and were up well before dawn
preparing the special breakfast buffet. The list goes
on and on. I cannot tell you how much we appreciate
everything that every single person did.

The Festival last year was affected by the War of
1812 Bicentennial celebration in Havre de Grace.
We took away from that experience several lessons
learned and incorporated them in this year’s plan-
ning and execution. We learn something new every
year, and we act on it.

Times change and people change. We are vigi-
lant and responsive to those changes, and we have
done an excellent job of adapting during the Decoy
Festival’s 33 years. As we look around at other
similar events, we see that they too experience the
challenges of change. People have choices, and
we must continue to find innovative ways to get both exhibitors and visitors to choose the
Decoy Festival. We know a lot, but we don’t know everything. If you have an idea, we want
to hear it.

Photo by Leo Heppner

The sporting clays shoot in June was well attended, and the shooters were once again
blessed with perfect late-spring weather. Our good friends at the Bay Hundred chapter of
Ducks Unlimited provided excellent food for all of the shooters and volunteers, and Bass
Pro Shops generously helped with the prizes. Margaret Jones and Ed Henry provided the
leadership backbone that held it all together.

For the autumn, we are planning to continue the Waterfowl Day and sanctioned duck-
calling contest that we had last October. We are also trying to figure out a new format for the
traditional anniversary event in November. Stay tuned for details!

On the tech side, our new website is up and running. We are working to tie in Facebook,
Google+, LinkedIn, and Twitter as ways to connect with existing members and attract new
supporters. The phone system and Internet connection have been problematic for years, so
Ralph Hockman took the bit in his teeth and is directing the transition to Comcast, which
will improve service and save money.

We are working every single day to keep the Decoy Museum growing and improving. Our

loyal members, volunteers, and community supporters make it all possible, and we are very
grateful for the things you do. Thank you!

Sincergly,
Pat Vincenti

www.decoymuseum.com 5



TO OUR 2014 FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS

<ARE DE GRAgs

QEcoy musev™

They did it! We could not manage this event without them!

Thank you to all the many volunteers, staff, directors, and family members who helped in more ways than we can ever
hope to express. They all worked quietly and tirelessly on their own time and at their own expense, and we are pro-
foundly grateful for their contributions to this great event. The Havre de Grace Decoy and Wildlife Art Festival would
not be possible without each of their efforts!

Shirley & Ruth Alger
Al & Mary Boehly
Nancy Bratcher
Nora Bye
Jim Carroll
Bonnie Castillo & Family
Barbara Coakley
Elly Coale
Jeff Coats
Whitney Collins
Mary Cowan
John Day
Paul Dobrosky
Jim & Debbie Dodd
Julia Downer
Mindy Elledge
Joe Engers
Allen Fair

Final Glide Championship Calls

Leonard & Teri Hamilton
John Hartman
Dale Heitkamp
Ralph & Pat Hockman
Judy Horne
John Hostetter
Norm & Carol Hunter
John Ingoglia
The Irons Family
Ed & Carol Itter
Bryce & Kelsey Jacobson
Austin Jennings
Flip Jennings & the Delta Dogs
Capt. Bob Jobes
Charles Jobes
Joey Jobes
Margaret Jones & Family
Al Jordan

Matt Kneisley & Delta Waterfowl a)

Ed Lewandowski
Chris Martin
Caroline Milburn
Ralph Nester
Charles Packard
Ricardo Pearce
James Romig
Jerry Rutkowski
Virginia & Lloyd Sanders
Gary Sargable
Warren Saunders
Madelyn Mitchell Shank
Mike Smyser
Jeff Spencer
Mert Street
C. John Sullivan, Jr.
Chad Tragakis
Jim & Clo Trimble

Bill Veasey

Jean Gamble Scott & Becky Krieger Pat & Jeannie Vincenti
Ken Glassman Henry & Gerry Krotee George Williams
Sharon Burcham Gorham Fritz & Jacque Land Carl Yankey
6 www.decoymuseum.com Summer Canvasback 2014



Heppner Imaging

Where Art Meets Technology

Terri Shepke-Heppner Leo Heppner
410-530-9711 443-421-1662

www.leoheppnerphotography.com
leopictureman@gmail.com

P.O. Box 239, Havre de Grace, MD 21078

When it comes to quality, value and selection, no one comes close

Heppner Imaging ... has ic a!

Self-publishing /
werimer alone. £
Print. ebooks. lllustrations. 48

Award-winning book designs.
What you hope working with a designer
could be.

See for yourself.

iDesignGraphicsonline.com §

STOCKSON
PRINTING CO.

410.879.6338
FAX.410.838.6743

INFO@STOCKSONPRINTING.COM
36 NORTH MAIN ST.
BEL AIR, MD 21014

\’\PNRE DE GRACE

PY Combining Direct
B t st Mail Production
rl e a,r with On Demand Printing

Business Communication Experts

We create unique documents with customized
messages for each customer and combine it
with our expertise in direct mail production.

Want to know more? Please click or call: www.britestarbusiness.com
1305-B Governor Ct. | Abingdon, MD 21009 | p. 410.679.0441 | f. 410.679.1275
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THANK YOU

TO THE 2014 FESTIVAL SPONSORS
FOR THEIR GENEROUS AND VALUED SUPPORT

Adams Chevrolet
AEM, LLC
The Bank Pawn & Gun
Chesapeake Rental
D.A.M.Z.’s Haven LLC
Bill Denny’s Body Repair Inc.
Envirocon Associates Inc.
Ferrell Fuel Company, Inc.
Flooring America— Carpet by the Yard
Harford Bank
Harford Refrigeration Co Inc.
Havre de Grace Chamber of Commerce
Hostetter Agency Inc.
Steven Huettner
Hunters LLC
JLR Design Consultants, Inc.
MacGregor’s Restaurant

Carmen and Carol Micucio -
Newark Recycling

Seidenberg Protzko Eye Associates
Sheckells & Sons Inc.
Smith & Prothero Physical Therapy
Vincenti Decoys
Winter Gardens Quality Foods
WXCY 103.7

Andrew Zimmerman

www.decoymuseum.com



J, Evans McKinney Old Decoy Gontest
2014 COMPETITION WINNERS

Congratulations to our 12th annual J.
Evans McKinney Old Decoy Contest
winners! The contest was held on
Saturday, May 3rd at the Middle School
Gym in conjunction with the 2014 Havre
de Grace Decoy & Wildlife Art Festival.
A blue ribbon was awarded to each of
the ten competition category winners,
and the panel also selected a Best in
Show winner. Winners were requested to
display their decoys and ribbons at the
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum for three
months, so stop by and take a closer look.

li

(See Jim Trimble’s Festival
article for details.)

,”r.-

Richard Petti with winning
Dick Simpers Canvasback

Best Madison Mitchell
Diving Duck

S.R. Smith

pair of original paint
goldeneyes, circa 1950s

Best Will Heverin

S.R. Smith

original paint canvasback hen
with commercial gunner Lou
Pennock’s brand

Best Lockard Family

Darrell and Kathy Hagar

pair of Henry Lockard
canvasbacks with pulled-back
stylish heads and in fine Severin
Hall paint

The Best Delaware River or
Jersey Coast

Bill Courdrey
early hollow original paint
Rowley Horner bluebill

Best Dick Simpers

Richard Petti
canvasback in mellow second
coat paint

Best Ira Hudson
Jim and Clo Trimble

early hissing goose, circa 1930s,
in a combination of original and
restored feathered paint

Best Jobes Family

Charles Jobes
a 1950s pair of canvasbacks made
by his father Capt. Harry Jobes

Best Leonard Pryor

Dr. Mort Kramer

original paint black duck dated
1917 that was made as a wedding
gift for Pryor’s son

Best Unknown

Lloyd Sheats
original paint and sculpturally
pleasing pintail

Best Ward Brothers
Lloyd Sheats

original paint pair of 1932
canvasbacks

Best in Show

Lloyd Sheats
original paint pair of 1932 Ward
Brothers canvasbacks

Banquet Center
410-398-3252

Wedding Receptions - Private Parties

For all your catering needs. All You Can Eat Crabs - Crabs for Take Out
*

443-485-6007 - mickscrabhouse.net

902 E. PULASKI HWY ELKTON, MD 21921

www.dec oymuseum.com
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HOSTETTER

AGENCY, INC.

COMMITMENT

206 West Bel Air Avenue
Aberdeen, MD 21001

At RBC Wealth Management, one of our core values is
service. We express this value by building meaningful
relationships with the clients and communities we
serve. We get involved in the community because we
recognize that the strength of our business is directly
related to the well-being of the communities where
we live and work. This commitment is reflected in our
proud sponsorship of the Canvasback.

Hostetter Agency, Inc.
provides dependable service
& fair, comparably priced
insurance coverage.

* Home * Business
- Life * Health

+ Auto + Disability HOSTETTER

* Long Term Care AGENTC Y

™

There’s Wealth in Our Approach
For a friendly consultation

about your insurance needs
please call, fax or email us.

Todd Pauliny
First Vice President - Financial Advisor

111 Fulford Ave B ® Bel Air, MD 21014
443-402-2226 phone
todd.pauliny@rbc.com

410-272-6110

Fax: 410-272-3057

Email:
insure @hostetteragency.com hostetteragency.com

RBC Wealth Management

© 2013 RBC Wealth Management, a division of
RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.

' $20 OFF

Premier Auto and Tire Gives You the Service You Deserve | ANY SERVICE
and a 2-Year. 24,000 Mile Warranty on all Repairs. I FOR DECOY MUSEUM MEMBERS

« Premier Customer Service « 2 Year Warranty on All Repairs
« Service You Can Trust! « 3 Convenient Locations U I

Tires = Jervice s Repeoir « Tawing
LLEC T o i

e
PREMIE
QAL TR TIRE

410-398-7749 410-398-5095 302-737-7998

127 W. Main Street, Elkton, MD 21921 220 E. Pulaski Hwy., Elkton, MD 21921 233 East Main Street, Newark, DE 19711
www.premierautoandtire.com email: WeFixit1@verizon.net www.premierautoandtire.com
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£ VART FESTIVAL 2014

BY JIM TRIMBLE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY HEPPNER IMAGING

It was a fowl weekend that followed a foul week of heavy rains and flooding along the
mid-Atlantic. But Mother Nature cleared the heavens and provided three delightfully
sunny 70-degree days for the 33rd annual Havre de Grace Decoy & Wildlife Art Festival
held May 2-4 in Havre de Grace, Maryland.




his small waterfront community at the top of the Chesapeake Bay

was a gunning Mecca for early market gunners and the “sports”

that followed, with the first documented decoy makers reaching

back almost 175 years. Tens of thousands of decoys were made
here and are still being made by present day decoy makers—thus Havre
de Grace’s self-proclaimed title of “Decoy Capital of the World.” The city
is also steeped in War of 1812 history. It is this same weekend each year
that War of 1812 re-enactors descend on the town to defend it again
and again against imminent British bombardment, siege, and burning;
something they originally did in 1813. However, most of the annual visitors
this first weekend in May are there to celebrate ducks and everything
else associated with ducks and duck hunting from layout displays, dog
handling, contemporary carvings, decoy vendors, decoy displays,
waterfowl-related auctions, and an old-decoy contest. This festival is the
primary fundraiser for the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum. Cap’n Bob
Jobes, a waterman from a family of decoy carvers, served as this year’s
Honorary Chairman. A festival program with three days of activities,
times, and locations served as a roadmap.

The Havre de Grace Middle School was the venue for the decoy ven-
dors as well as for the J. Evans McKinney Old Decoy Contest. Will Freng
and son Marshall put together a fine display of Madison Mitchell (1901-
1993) decoys, primarily from the 1930/40/50s, with fine Mitchell exam-
ples being contributed by five or six different collectors. Mitchell was the
Chesapeake’s dominant decoy maker, with many of the older present-day
makers getting their start in Mitchell’s decoy production shop. We applaud

www.decoymuseum.com 11




the Museum’s efforts in attracting many vendors who displayed
and sold old decoys. Museum President Pat Vincenti, author/histo-
rian John Sullivan, and renowned carver Jim Pierce were on hand
to help identify and opine. There were good crowds both Friday
evening and Saturday with vendors reporting good activity. Missing
this year were representatives from the various decoy auction
houses.

Pat Vincenti called the crowd to order at noon on Saturday at
the Middle School venue to acknowledge Honorary Show Chairman
Bob Jobes and his father Capt. Harry Jobes who had preceded
son Bob by 28-years as Honorary Show Chairman. Vincenti also
thanked the Jobes family—including Bob’s decoy-making brothers
Charles and Joey—for all they have done over the years for the
Decoy Museum and for our decoy-collecting hobby. With the Jobes
family was longtime collector/vendor and friend Bea Berle, who
many years ago, purchased one of 26 Jobes family $1,000 “special
order” goose decoys. After many years of ownership, and with
great fanfare and a friendly jibe from Capt. Harry, she donated the
goose to the Museum.

Jim & Clo Trimble worked again this year as festival volunteers,
taking responsibility and accepting decoys for the ten-category J.
Evans McKinney Old Decoy Contest. Eighty-eight birds from 14 dif-

1L
-

[

ferent collectors were entered. Chad Tragakis and Rod Benjamin 1 :
worked as “duck handlers.” The three-judge panel is selected each E :
year on a rotation basis with this year’s selection including sea- T~

soned collectors Tragakis, Phil Ryser, and the Editor and Publisher
of Decoy Magazine, Joe Engers. Delaware collector S.R. Smith won
the Best Madison Mitchell Diving Duck category with a fine pair of
original paint golden eyes, circa 1950s. Smith struck again winning
the Best Will Heverin category with a fine original paint canvasback
hen with commercial gunner Lou Pennock’s brand.

Delaware collectors Darrell and Kathy Hagar easily won th
Lockard Family category with a fine pair of Henry Lockard canvas-
backs, with pulled-back stylish heads and in fine Severin Hall paint.
The Best Delaware River or Jersey Coast decoy was won by New
Jersey collector Bill Courdrey with a fine early original paint hol-
low Rowley Horner bluebill. Another New Jersey collector Richard
Petti won the Dick Simpers category with a fine canvasback in
mellow second coat paint. Virginia collectors Jim and Clo Trimble

4
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won the Ira Hudson category with a fine early hissing goose, circa 1930s,
in a combination of original and restored feathered paint. Maryland decoy
maker/collector Charles Jobes won the Jobes Family category with a
1950s pair of canvasbacks made by his father Capt. Harry Jobes. Maryland
collector Dr. Mort Kramer won the Leonard Pryor category with a fine
original paint black duck dated 1917 that was made as a wedding gift for
his son. Delaware collector Lloyd Sheats won the Best Unknown category
with a fine original paint and sculpturally pleasing pintail. Sheats scored
again when he won the Ward Bros. category with a fine original paint pair
of 1932 canvasbacks. This Ward pair also won Best in Show honors.

Thirty-one bidders registered for late day Saturday’s 57-item auction
with local auctioneer Norman Hunter doing the barking. The top two
selling honors belonged to Charles Joiner who had a pair of canvasbacks
and a brant hammer at $500 and $475, respectively. The next two top
lot honors belonged to Charles Bryan who had a mini snow goose and
a wigeon pair sell for $375 and $325, again respectively. A large Tit-Bird
Bauer collection of matched Eastern Flyway minis hammered at $300
while a full-sized Charles & Bob Jobes swan sold for $275. Most, if not
all of the auction items were original paint contemporary birds. Checkout
was quick and prompt.

We always enjoy this duck-packed weekend in Havre de Grace. The
good weather, fine seafood restaurants overlooking the bay, and the large
“duck speaking” crowds were big pluses. Once again, a thank you to all the
folks at the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum and their host of volunteers
who make this a fun weekend for the mid-Atlantic decoy collector. ®

nvasback 201 ‘{ www.decoymuseum.com
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Sporting Glay Shoot Resuits

The 2014 Decoy Museum Sporting Clay Shoot was held at Pintail Point in Queenstown,
Maryland on June 14th — a truly spectacular early summer day. After the shoot, the 61 par-
ticipants sat down for some face time and the awarding of prizes while we enjoyed a great
meal provided by the incredible generosity of our good friends and supporters at the Bay
Hundred Chapter of Ducks Unlimited. It is a fun event and a great sport that appeals to all
ages, men and women, challenges the serious shotgunners, but also ourages the novices.
We hope to see both old and new faces next year! '

WINNERS WERE:

Champion Member Lewis Class 111
Ist Fang Campbell 1st Ethan Armes
2nd Mark Wells 2nd Dennis Jones

High Overall 3rd Steve McClung
Ist Mark Helmick Junior
Vintage Side-by-side 1st Sebastian Leporel
1st David Defernelmont 2nd Bennett Nordhoff
2nd Tony Masino Senior
i Class I 1st Charles Harding
N nck Concannon 2nd Jon Swindle
k’,lnd Chuck Brady Ladies
3rd Nick Lepore 1st Gail Smith
Lewis Class IT 2nd Diane Denig
Ist Morgan Neff Hard Luck

2nd Bob Brown William Hoffman
3rd Scott Hickman

Volunteers and Sponsors
A special thank you goes to our
generous sponsors listed below
and to dedicated volunteers

Ed Henry, Margaret Jones and

her daughter Morgan, Connor
McDermott, and all the folks at
the Bay Hundred Chapter of Ducks
Unlimited.

Bay Hundred Chapter of Ducks
Unlimited

Bayou Restaurant

Carpet by the Yard

Chesapeake Rent All

Jeff Coats, Pitboss Waterfowl
Envirocon Associates, Inc.

JK Mechanical Products Inc.

JLR Design Consultants

MacGregor's Restaurant

John 0. Mitchell Family Charitable Trust
Todd Pauliny, RBC Wealth Management
C. John Sullivan

Telegent Engineering Inc.

Vincenti Decoys

Waldron of Maryland

e jOHN SULLIVAN
BOX 193
FALLSTON MD 21047
4107904727

14 www.decoymuseum.com
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PIERCE’S DECOYS

Coliector & Carver of

GUNNING DECOYS

MADE IN THE FINE UPPER BAY TRADITION

Jim Pierce o !
318 N. Lapidurmn Rd. R
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 (410) 939-2272

State Line Liquors
“One of America’s Top Wine & Beer Shoppes”

1610 Elkton Road, Elkton, MD 21921
800.446.9463 410.398.3838

www.statelineliquors.com

The Murrays & The Ostrands

3rd Generation Proprietors
stateline @statelineliquors.com

VINCENTI DECOYS

Store-Jeannie
353 Pennington Ave.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078

410-734-7709

Decoy Shop-Pat
303 West Lane
Churchville, MD 21028

410-734-6238

www.vincentidecoys.com

Decoy Museum Discount!

QUALITY FIREARMS « INDOOR GUN RANGE

Instructional Programs
Available for Private Parties
Retailer of Fine Firearms & Accessories

www. horstguns.com

Rory G. White
Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

218 S. Union Avenue

P.O. Box 338

Havre de Grace, MD 21078

Bus. 410-939-5270 Fax 410-939-5271
TF. 800-755-4537
rory.white @ edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

OTIS IRWIN

3

FPRINTING OF ALL KINDS

Ontario Printing Company

410-939-5896
410-239-7887 FAX

551 FOUNTAIN ST.
HAVRE DE GRACE, MD.

Email: entarioprintingi@verizon.net
Ll
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Lyons Pharmacy

Prescription Medicines

Gifts « Candles « Souvenirs « Home Decor

410-939-4545

328 St. John Street
Havre de Grace, MD 21078

www.lyonspharmacy.com

Join the
Conversation. ;

facebook.com/decoymuseum
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Thank you! We are very grateful to Carmen and Carol Micucio
and Newark Recycling for their very generous support of the
2014 carving competition.

DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE
FLOATING—OPEN

Diver

Bufflehead
1st Dwinton Morgan

Canvasback
1st Hazel Goodwin

Hooded Merganser
1st Henry Stoehr

Ruddy Duck
1st Henry Stoehr

Best of Diver
1st Henry Stoehr
Ruddy Duck

2nd Henry Stoehr
Hooded Merganser

3rd  Dwinton Morgan
Bufflehead

Marsh

Mallard
1st  Dwinton Morgan

Best of Marsh

1st Dwinton Morgan
Mallard

16

Goose & Confidence

Grebe
1st Henry Stoehr

Best of Goose & Confidence
1st Henry Stoehr
Grebe

Best in Show
1st Henry Stoehr
Grebe

2nd Henry Stoehr
Ruddy Duck

3rd  Dwinton Morgan
Mallard

DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE
FLOATING—INTERMEDIATE

Diver

Goldeneye
1st Michael Collier

Best of Diver

1st Michael Collier
Goldeneye

Marsh

Black Duck
1st  Sam Grasso

Gadwall
1st  Warren Brown

Best of Marsh
1st  Warren Brown
Gadwall

2nd Sam Grasso
Black Duck

Best in Show
1st  Warren Brown
Gadwall

2nd Sam Grasso
Black Duck

3rd  Michael Collier
Goldeneye

DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE
FLOATING—NOVICE

Diver

Hooded Merganser
1st Lee Devine

Ruddy
1st Lisa Stang

Best of Diver
1st Lee Devine
Hooded Merganser

2nd Lisa Stang
Ruddy

Marsh

Gadwall
1st Lee Devine

Best of Marsh
1st Lee Devine
Gadwall

Goose & Confidence
1st Karen Hatmen
Cormorant

Best of Goose & Confidence
1st Karen Hatmen
Cormorant

Best in Show
1st Lee Devine
Gadwall

www.dec oymuseum.com

2nd Karen Hatmen
Cormorant

3rd Lee Devine
Hooded Merganser

DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE
NON-FLOATING—OPEN

Upland Game Birds
1st Timothy Curley
Quail

Birds of Prey
1st Al Jordan
Great Horned Owl

2nd James McClaskey
Kestrel

Songbirds
1st Al Jordan
Orioles

2nd Hazel K. Goodwin
Cardinal

3rd  Gerald Wheatley
Woodpecker

Best in Show
1st Al Jordan
Great Horned Owl

2nd Al Jordan
Oriole

3rd James McClaskey
Kestrel

DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE NON-
FLOATING—INTERMEDIATE

Shorebirds
1st Henry Jacobs
Yellow Legs

Upland Game Birds
1st Henry Jacobs
Dove

Birds of Prey
1st  Sunny Frank
Red-tailed Hawk

2nd Warren Brown
Great Horned Owl

3rd  Sunny Frank
Screech Owl

Summer Canvasback 2014



Songbirds

st

2nd

3rd

Carl Tosi
Blue Jay

Carl Tosi
Black Cap Chickadee

Henry Jacobs
Cardinal

Best in Show

1st

2nd

3rd

Sunny Frank
Red Tail Hawk

Carl Tosi
Blue Jay

Sunny Frank
Screech Owl

DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE

NON-FLOATING—NOVICE

Waterfowl

1st

2nd

3rd

Ken Guelta
Wood Duck

Larry Tomlinson
Oldsquaw

Donald Guilgault
Loon

Shorebirds

1st

2nd

Mark Daly
Sandhill Crane

Marianne Stoecker
Sandpiper

Birds of Prey

1st

Larry Tomlinson
Screech Owl

Songbirds

1st

2nd

3rd

Brooke Bailey
Wren

Maxine Brown
Nuthatch

Ron Kussrow
Cedar Waxwing

Seabirds

1st

Ron Kussrow
Puffin

Best in Show

1st

Brooke Bailey
Wren
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2nd Marianne Stoecker
Sandpiper

3rd  Ken Guelta
Wood Duck

MINIATURE—OPEN

Waterfowl

1st  Gerald Wheatley
Black Duck

Bird of Prey
1st Al Jordan
Great Horned Owl

2nd Al Jordan
Eagle

Best in Show
1st Al Jordan
Great Horned Owl

2nd Al Jordan
Eagle

3rd  Gerald Wheatley
Black Duck

MINIATURE—INTERMEDIATE

Waterfowl

1st  Sunny Frank
Mandarin Duck

Birds of Prey
1st Richard Clayton
Peregrine Falcon

2nd Richard Clayton
Red-tailed Hawk

3rd  Richard Clayton
Bald Eagle

Best in Show
1st Richard Clayton
Peregrine Falcon

2nd Richard Clayton
Red-tailed Hawk

3rd  Sunny Frank
Mandarin Duck

Carving Competition Results

MINIATURE—NOVICE

Waterfowl
1st  Eric Budd
Black Duck

Songbirds
1st Carl W Johnson
Blue Heron

Birds of Prey
1st Marianne Stoecker
Osprey

Best in Show
1st Carl W. Johnson
Blue Heron

2nd Marianne Stoecker
Osprey

3rd Eric Budd
Black Duck

“WHITEY FRANCK”

SLICK DECOY

Diver

Bufflehead
1st  William P. Bailey

2nd Robin A. Oliver

Canvasback
1st Robin A. Oliver

Goldeneye
1st  William Bailey

Redhead
1st  William Bailey

Best of Diver
1st  William Bailey
Goldeneye

2nd  William Bailey
Bufflehead

3rd  William Bailey
Redhead

Marsh
Mallard
1st Robin A. Oliver

Wood Duck
1st Robin A. Oliver

WWW. decoymuseum. com

Best of Marsh
1st Robin A. Oliver
Mallard

2nd Robin A. Oliver
Wood Duck

Goose and Confidence

Other— Emperor Goose
1st David Robbins

Best of Goose and Confidence

1st David Robbins
Emperor Goose

Best in Show
1st Robin A. Oliver
Mallard

2nd  William Bailey
Goldeneye

3rd  David Robbins
Emperor Goose

GUNNING DECOY

Diver

Canvasback
1st Dan McGlroghlin

2nd  Daniel Lozano
3rd Jeff Spencer

Red-breasted Merganser
1st Richard E. Belote

Oldsquaw
1st Michael Collice

Redhead

1st  Gene Dougherty
2nd Bill Bertz

3rd  Gerald Wheatley
Ring-necked

1st  Mark Dill

2nd  Gene Dougherty
3rd  Gerald Wheatley
Scaup

1st Robert Barlett
2nd Robert Barlett
3rd  Gerald Wheatley
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Other—Spectacled Eider
1st  Carl Tosi

Best of Diver
1st Robert Barlett
Scaup

2nd Mark Dill
Ring-necked

3rd  Richard E. Belote
Red-breasted Merganser

Marsh

Black Duck
1st Robin A. Oliver

2nd Guy S. Bandy

Gadwall
1st Robert Barlett

Mallard

1st Robin A. Oliver
2nd Robin A. Oliver
3rd  Robert Barlett
HM Robert Barlett
HM Mark Daly
Pintail

1st Robert Barlett
2nd Robert Barlett
3rd  Robin A. Oliveri
HM Brian Lilly
Shoveler

1st James Romig
2nd  Eric Budd
Blue-winged Teal

1st James Romig
2nd  Gene Dougherty

Green-winged Teal
1st Chase Passwater

Wigeon
1st Gerald Wheatley

Best of Marsh
1st Robin A. Oliver
Mallard

2nd Robin A. Oliver
Black duck

3rd  Chase Passwater
Green-winged Teal
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Goose & Confidence

Brant
1st Bill Bertz

Other — Gull
1st  Vincent Pagliaroli

Coot
1st  Vincent Pagliaroli

Grebe
1st  Mark Daly

Cormorant
1st Richard E. Belote

Best of Goose & Confidence
1st Richard E. Belote
Cormorant

2nd Mark Daly
Grebe

3rd Richard E. Belote
Gull

Best in Show
1st Robin A. Oliver
Mallard

2nd Robert Barlett
Scaup

3rd Richard E. Belote
Cormorant

WORKING SHOREBIRD

Traditional Working
Shorebird

1st Chris Martin
Black-bellied Plover

2nd David Robbins
King Rail

3rd David Robbins
Piping Plover

HM David Robbins
Avocet

Decorative Shorebird

1st Gerald Wheatley
Lesser Golden Plover

Slick Working Shorebird
1st  Gerald Wheatley
Tricolored Heron

2nd  Lou Caputo
Avocet

3rd Richard A. Belote
Black-billed Plover

HM William J. Belote
Killdeer

HM  Gerald Wheatley
Woodcock

Stick Shorebird

1st  William S. Belote
Laughing Gull

2nd William S. Belote
Puffin

3rd  Vincent A. Pagliarol
Yellow Legs

Best In Show
1st  Chris Martin
Black-bellied Plover

2nd  Gerald Wheatley
Oyster Catcher

3rd  Lou Caputo
Avocet

GUNNING COCKTAIL

1st Capt. Bill Collins
Goldeneye

2nd Karen Hatmen
Loon

CONTEMPORARY ANTIQUE
STYLE DECOYS

Waterfowl
1st  Jeff Keiffer
Red-breasted Merganser

2nd  Lou Caputo
Canvasback

3rd  Jeff Keiffer
Canada Goose

Shorebird
1st  William S. Belote
Curlew

2nd Warren Saunders
Whimbrel

3rd  Jeff Keiffer
Black-bellied Plover

HM William S. Belote
Red Knot

www.dec oymuseum.com

Stick Shorebird

1st

2nd

William S. Belote
Sanderling

William S. Belote
Sanderling

Best In Show

1st

2nd

3rd

William S. Belote
Curlew

Jeff Keiffer
Red-breasted Merganser

Warren Saunders
Whimbrel

YOUTH

Gunning

Canvasback

1st

Luke Taylor

Bufflehead

1st

Taylor Day

Cinnamon Teal

1st

Orion Sam Soukup

Goldeneye

1st

Elizabeth Day

Best in Show

1st

2nd

3rd

Elizabeth Day
Goldeneye

Taylor Day
Bufflehead

Luke Taylor
Canvasback

FISH

1st

Richard A. Belote
Blue Gill

WOMEN’S CARVING DIVISION

Shore Bird

1st

Peggy Wroten
Ruddy Turnstone
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RIVER GUNNING DECOY:

SATURDAY
MAY 3
Divers
1st  George Williams
Scaup

2nd  George Williams
Ring-necked

3rd  Scott Green

Scoter

Puddlers

1st  George Williams
Gadwall

2nd  George Williams
Bahama Pintail

3rd  Scott Green

Green-winged Teal

Goose & Confidence
1st  Scott Green
Snow Goose

2nd  George Williams

Brant

Singles

1st Robin Oliver
Bufflehead Hen

2nd Scott Russell
Cinnamon Teal

3rd  Robin Oliver
Canada Goose

Gunning Pairs
1st  George Williams
Gadwall

2nd  George Williams
Scaup

3rd  Scoot Green
Snow Goose

Rigs
1st  Scott Green
Scoters

2nd Bill Thurman
Canvasbacks

3rd 'W. Clenton Warnick
Ruddy Ducks

Tandem & Single Pairs
1st  George Williams
Gadwall
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2nd  George Williams
Scaup

3rd  Scott Green
Snow Goose

Best in Show
1st  George Williams
Gadwall

2nd  George Williams
Scaup

3rd  Scott Green
Snow Goose

RIVER GUNNING: SUNDAY

MAY 4

Diver

Bufflehead
1st Robin A. Oliver

2nd Ed Lewandowski
3rd Ed Lewandowski
Canvasback

1st Robin A. Oliver

2nd William C. Thurman
3rd  Scott Green
Goldeneye

1st  Scott Green

2nd Riley Dabling

Hooded Merganser
1st Riley Dabling

Redhead

1st  George Williams
2nd  William C. Thurman
Ring-necked

1st Daniel Green
2nd Mathew Kneisly
Scaup

1st  George Williams
2nd Daniel Green

3rd  George Williams
Other—Scoter

1st  Scott Green
Common

Carving Competition Results

2nd  Scott Green
Common

3rd  Scott Green
Surf

HM  Scott Green
Harlequin

Best of Diver
1st Robin A. Oliver
Bufflehead

2nd  George Williams
Scaup

3rd  George Williams
Redhead

Marsh

Black Duck
1st  George Williams

2nd Robin A. Oliver

Gadwall
1st  George Williams

Mallard

1st  George Williams
2nd Ed Lewandowski
3rd  George Williams
HM Ed Lewandowski
Pintail

1st  Scott Green

2nd Robin A. Oliver
3rd  George Williams
Green-winged Teal

1st  Scott Green

2nd  Scott Green
Cinnamon Teal

1st  Scott Russell

2nd  George Williams
3rd  William C. Thurman

Wigeon
1st Tim Stewart

Other—Silver Teal
1st  George Williams

WWW. decoymuseum. com

Best of Marsh

1st  Scott Russell
Cinnamon Teal

2nd  George Williams
Silver Teal

3rd  George Williams
Gadwall

Goose & Confidence

Canada Goose

1st

Robin A. Oliver

Brant

1st
2nd
3rd

George Williams
David Jack
Robin A. Oliver

Other—Goose

1st

2nd

Coot

1st

Scott Green
Blue Goose

Scott Green
Snow Goose

George Williams

Best of Goose & Confidence

1st Robin A. Oliver
Canada Goose

2nd  George Williams
Brant

3rd  Scott Green
Blue Goose

Best in Show

1st Robin A. Oliver
Bufflehead

2nd Scott Green
Cinnamon Teal

3rd  Robin A. Oliver

Canada Goose

19



A 2nd Prize: Joseph

Hardin (Pair of wood
A 1st Prize: Charlotte & Joel ducks by Dave Walker)
Gaydos (Pair of miniature
mallards by Bob Jobes)

MEMBER

A 3rd Prize: A 4th Prize: Bill Cox A 5th Prize: Bob

Ken Finkenbinder (Canvasback drake by Gregory (Signed VlSlt us Onllne at WWWhaI'fOrdbankCOl'n
(Mallard hen by P. ohn Clarl alerie Llo rin
o) e Vol Leydlpring or call 410-272-5000

DECOY: ﬁ/IAGAZINE

¥ Carver profiles O ONE YEAR, SEVENISSUES ................... $40.00
¥ Features on carving O TWO YEARS, FOURTEEN ISSUES . . ............ $72.00
regions, fish decoys,
sporting art J CANADA, ONE YEAR (U.S.FUNDS)............ $55.00
»  Complete auction O CANADA, TWO YEARS (U.S. FUNDS) ......... $100.00
coverage O FORIEGN SUBSCRIBERS, PER YEAR
¥ Classified section for buying, (AIRMAIL) . ..o $75.00
selling, trading -
» National calendar of SAMPLE . ... . $9.95
all decay shows Send check or money order payable to:
* Photographs of over DECOY MAGAZINE
eighty decoys, many P.O. Box 787, Lewes, Delaware 19958 ¢ 302-644-9001
. ' VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
irt full color
: decoymag@aol.com
=i ..
Nathan Cobb Jr. brant e : = www.DecoyMag.com
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HEADS UP!
Autumn Events

We are still in the planning
stages, but stay tuned for two big
autumn events:

Second Annual Waterfowl Day. On either the first or
second Saturday in October, the Decoy Museum will
host its second annual Waterfowl Day.
The centerpiece will be the sanctioned 2014 duck
calling championships. Anyone aspiring to compete
in the World’s Championship Duck Calling Contest
in Stuttgart, Arkansas must win a sanctioned state or
regional duck calling contest, and this will be the last
opportunity in Maryland for 2014! Events will be:
* Susquehanna Flats Open Regional Duck
Calling Championship (sanctioned)

* Chesapeake Bay Open Regional Duck
Calling Championship (sanctioned)

* Maryland State Duck Calling Championship
(sanctioned)

* Mason-Dixon Regional Duck Calling
Championship (sanctioned)

* Chesapeake Bay Open Goose Calling
Championship

* Maryland State Goose Calling Championship

* Bass Pro Shops RedHead Junior Maryland
State Duck Calling Championship

* Bass Pro Shops RedHead Junior Maryland
State Goose Calling Championship

Last year we had vendors and contestants from
12 states, far and wide—Massachusetts to Ohio to
Louisiana to Georgia—and everywhere in between. It
will be a great opportunity to find some decoys and to
pick up some great new or used waterfowling equip-
ment and supplies.

It takes many supporters to put this event together,
so we are trying to get everyone’s calendars synced up
at the moment. Watch our website for details.

Anniversary Celebration. Last year we skipped the
Decoy Museum’s anniversary celebration, but we
intend to resurrect it this year in a format and at a price
point that makes it both fun and affordable for our
members and provides the Museum with some money
left over to fund important projects. We hope to do
this in early November. Again, watch our website for
details. ®
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Tri-State Christian Academy

There is nothing “common”
about our curriculum

CONGRATULATIONS to our
2014 Graduating Class

Now enrolling for 2014-15 school year
\ Pre-school through 12th grade J

Bus transportation available to Pennsylvania residents

‘f 146 Appleton Road, Elkion, MD « 410-398-6444
www.tristatechristian.org

Now offering

100% custom

designed rugs.

There is no limit to

your imagination!

| Plastee Packisdls ;
' Flooring AMERICA

Carpet By The Yard
Charlie Packard

Phone: (410} 272-8440 « Fax: (410) 676-1937

9B Aberdeen Plaza
Aberdeen, MD 21001

cpackard@charliepackardsflooringamerica.com
www.charliepackardsflooringamerica.com
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Contemporary canvasback decoys
by Mike Williams

PHOTO BY
Jay Aldrich (JayAldrich.com)

By James W. Carroll, Jr.

One of the least-noticed objects in the Decoy
Museum’s collection is one of the most significant.
A tule decoy made by Joe Allen from Fallon, Ne-
vada (see The Canvasback, Summer 1998, p. 28)
appears to be an almost childishly crude represen-
tation of a goose. However, the simplicity of this
decoy belies the depth of the story behind it, and
its location near the front door is appropriate, for
this tule decoy represents the beginning of what
we know of the use of decoys in North America.

TU I.e (TOO'I.QE) also known as bulrush, is
a species of sedge native to freshwater marshes all over
North America. Often found with cattails, tule grows at the
shoreline, putting out round, pencil-width, green stems that
can be over ten-feet tall. You have undoubtedly heard the
expression “out in the tules”—like “out in the sticks”—to
describe a remote and uninviting area.

However, if you were a member of the Toi Ticutta
subgroup—the ‘““Cattail Eaters”—of the Northern Paiute
people or a member of the ancient Lovelock Culture, then
“out in the tules” is exactly where you would want to be.
Cattail is known as the “supermarket of the swamp” for all
of the ways it can sustain people, from the starchy roots
to the pollen-laden tips. Cattail pollen is also an important
element in many sacred rituals among Native Americans.
But that is getting ahead of the story.

Marshes are not what immediately springs to mind
when denizens of the East Coast think about Nevada.
However, nearly the entire state of Nevada sits in The Great
Basin, a 200,000 square mile area that extends from the
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Great Salt Lake to Lake Tahoe and north
into Idaho and Oregon. The Great Basin
region drains internally with no outlet to
the sea, and all precipitation either evapo-
rates, flows into lakes, or sinks under-
ground. The Great Basin is actually made
up of many small basins and lakes within
its boundaries—also known as “drains’
or “sinks’—that create the wetlands in
this region.

The Humboldt River is 330 miles long
and drains most of northern Nevada. Fed

Martin George decoy

Photo by Donna Cossette,
Churchill County Museum
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primarily by snowmelt, it terminates at the
Humboldt Sink where its remaining water
forms a vast meadow and marsh known
as Big Meadows. The extensive wetlands
of the Humboldt Sink and Big Meadows

Ivan George
decoy covered
with skin of a
redhead.
Photo by Donna
Cossette,
Churchill
County Museum

www.decoymuseum.com
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attract migrating waterfowl, and archeo-
logical evidence shows the area probably
attracted the first human settlers over
10,000 years ago. In modern times, Big
Meadows was a key stopping point for
wagon trains headed west.
This terminus gave rise to
the present-day town of
Lovelock, about 50 miles
northeast of Fallon.

In the early 1900s, min-
ers were excavating guano
deposits from a cave on
a rocky ridge along the
southern margin of the Big
Meadows. Lovelock Cave
proved to be a trove of ancient artifacts
left by the indigenous people over count-
|ess centuries, but the miners were uncar-
ing in their excavation. Among the items
that archaeologists were able to salvage
in 1924 were eleven intact and remark-
ably well preserved duck decoys made of
tule and cattail leaves, several of which
were covered in canvasback duck feath-
ers, duck skins, and paint made from red
ochre and black pifion resin.

The Lovelock decoys are now in the
collection of the Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of the American Indian.
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Recent analysis of these amazing decoys
using accelerator mass spectrometric
(AMS) technology confirmed that are
about 2,000 years old. Their age suggests
that the use by the Native Americans of
tule decoys for hunting is as old as human
habitation in the region, and the tule duck
decoy was named Nevada’s official state
artifact in 1995.

The Northern Paiutes have an oral tra-
dition describing the defeat of their foes,
the Si-Te-Cah, at Lovelock Cave about
1,000 years ago. Whatever the details
may be, it is believed that the Paiutes

24

did in fact displace those ancient indig-
enous people—known as the “Lovelock
Culture”—in that timeframe. No clear
linkage has been established between the
Lovelock Culture and the contemporary
Paiutes, but there are similarities between
what is known about their traditions and
customs.

The early Paiutes were hunter-gath-
erers, as opposed to an agricultural soci-
ety, and lived off what the land natu-
rally provided. Tule, cattails, and rushes
were a versatile resource for the Cattail
Eaters—whose territory was the neigh-
boring Carson Sink at the terminus of the
205-mile long Carson River—not only for
food but also as a raw material to make

Joe Allen decoys with detail of shaping
and cattail leaf wrapping

WWW. decoymuseum. com

many common items such as bags, mats,
sandals, hats, clothing, boats, and even
houses. Tule decoys enabled them to har-
vest waterfowl.

Paiute cultural traditions have been
maintained and handed down for centuries
by people such as Wuzzie Dick George
(born between 1880-1884; died 1984) and
her husband Jimmy George (born between
1875-1879; died 1969). They both grew
up in the customs of their ancestors
and were documented in Catherine S.
Fowler’s monograph “Tule Technology:
Northern Paiute Uses of Marsh Resources
in Western Nevada”, published by the
Smithsonian. Wuzzie George was very
knowledgeable about many of the ways of
the “Old People”, especially with respect
to the utilization of tule. Jimmy George
was a well-known Native American sha-
man, or doctor, and a decoy maker who
carried on this traditional craft.

The cultural transmission of these
Paiute decoy-making and hunting skills
has been limited in recent years to only a
handful of contemporary decoy makers.

Donna Cossette, Administrator of

the Churchill County Museum and
Archives in Fallon is a member of
the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe
and an occasional tule decoy
maker who is an authority on the
history of the region and the tradi-
tions of the Paiutes.
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Donna was mentored in her decoy-mak-
ing efforts and explained that tule decoy
making is not resource intensive. The three
basic requirements are tule, cattail, and a
knife. In pre-contact times the knife was
made from obsidian or basalt, but contact
with European-Americans beginning in
the 1820s brought access to commercial-
ly-made steel knives. Donna reports that
“good tule” is becoming harder to find due
to the encroachment of a non-native variety
that is shorter and smaller.

Despite the seeming simplicity of tule
decoy making, there are significant dis-
tinctions among the decoy makers in
terms of skills acquisition, materials, and
techniques. Learning to make tule decoys
runs the gamut from formal mentoring
and apprenticeship to the maker being
entirely self-taught. Some makers use
cattail leaf blades for wrappings and twist
them to make twine, others collect Indian
hemp (also known as dogbane) that is
made into a strong twine both for wrap-
ping the tule bodies as well as to secure
the stone weights and anchors. Some
decoys are simply unadorned tule while

Joe Allen goose decoy
in the collection of the
HdG Decoy Museum
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others are painted with red ochre (iron
oxide) and the black resin from burned
pifion pine. Still others are covered with
feathers or even with the entire hide of a
carefully skinned bird. In earlier times, the
head of a complete duck hide would be
attached to the body using the remaining
neck bones, but a greasewood stick is now
typically used for attaching a head made
of tule or cattail.

Donna names three currently active
tule decoy makers who are carrying on the
decoy making traditions of their ancestors:
Joe Allen, Mike Williams, and Wesley
Dick, each of whom is also a member of
the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe.

Joe Allen, the maker of the Decoy
Museum’s tule decoy, says he does not
regard decoy making as a form of folk
art. Rather, he sees it as a craft, “like the
bow and arrow, a tool of survival”. Joe is
a descendant of Wuzzie Dick George and
Jimmy George and learned the craft from
their grandson, Martin George. Martin and
his brother Davin George learned decoy
making from their father, Ivan, and Ivan
learned from his father, Jimmy George.

Martin George took young Joe under
his wing as an apprentice decoy maker
in about 1992 when he was
13 years

WWW. decoymuseum. com

old. Joe would accompany Martin to the
wetlands of the Carson Sink to gather the
cattails and tules, and learned the elements
of decoy making by helping Martin and
making various parts of the decoys for him.

Martin died in 1994, and Joe struck out
on his own. Losing his mentor was a blow,
and Joe described his early solo efforts
as of “poor quality”. Nevertheless, still
a teenager, he was soon demonstrating
the art and craft of decoy making at local
schools and events.

By 1999, he began to rely on decoy
making as a source of income. In 2000,
Joe first demonstrated decoy making at
Trembling Leaves, the Native American
culture day held at the Wilbur D. May
Museum in Reno, where thousands had an
opportunity to see his craft.

Joe uses a sharp knife, tule stems, cat-
tail leaf blades, and the top flower head of
the cattail. He starts by carefully selecting
plant material. He says the best time of the
year for collecting is winter after the stems
and leaves have had a chance to dry natu-
rally. Tule stems are checked for diameter,
length, color, and condition. Stems that are
bent, cracked, split, or have other irregu-
larities are unacceptable. Stems are cut
close to the ground, laid flat, and bundled
in cloth.

Joe harvests cattails for both the leaf
blades and the flower head (the brown
“hot dog” and the spikey tip where the

Davin George decoy

Photo by Donna Cossette,
Churchill County Museum
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pollen grows). Leaf blades are used for
wrapping and are twisted to make ties.
After gathering plant material, Joe always
uses the cattail flower heads to reseed the
areas he has cleared and thereby ensure
that his harvesting is done on a sustain-
able basis.

Thick tule stems are used for larger
decoys and thinner ones for half-size
and miniatures. After soaking in water to
make them pliable, the stems are cut to
length, bundled, bound with twine made
of twisted cattail leaf, bent, shaped into
bodies, and trimmed to create the tails.

The top flower head of the cattail stem
forms the core for the head of the decoy,
which is fashioned completely from cat-
tail, wrapping the leaf blades around and
around the bent stem to create a realistic
shape. The head is attached to the tule
body with a strong greasewood pin and
secured with cattail ties.

Joe’s decoys are made without paint or
other embellishment and are differentiated
by body size and shape, neck length, and
tail shape. One’s imagination perceives a
relaxed mallard, a high-head canvasback,
or a little cinnamon teal. Joe’s decoys are
decorative—his primary goal is to keep
the ancient traditions alive and pass them
down. For that reason, he enjoys teach-
ing because it is also an opportunity to
learn. Joe is now teaching decoy-making
skills to his four-year old son, John.

Joe Allen and his son John, an apprentice decoy maker
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The cultural transmission over these gen-
erations connects this young 21st century
apprentice directly with the pre-contact
skills acquired by Jimmy George from his
grandparents in 19th century.

Mike Williams, now 56, is a master
tule artist who has been making traditional
decoys for 14 years. Mike is completely
self-taught; “I learned the way my ances-
tors did, by trial and error.” He describes
visiting Lovelock Cave and feeling a sense
of connectedness and resonance with his
Paiute ancestors whose lives depended on
decoys for the success of their hunts.

Mike is strong spiritually and regards
with reverence his calling to make decoys
in the ancient way, replicating the look of
the Lovelock decoys. One of his relatives
urged him to pray over his work, and
Mike says he now does so before starting
each piece in order to “clear my mind”. To
him, decoy making is spiritual art, and he
considers the skill he developed “a gift”
that came to him in visions.

Mike Williams is indeed a gifted artist,
and his skill is well known. In 2008, he
was the winner of the Nevada Governor’s
Arts Award for Excellence in Folk Arts.
One of his tule decoys is now in the col-
lection of the Smithsonian Institute. He
has been featured in a video and in maga-
zines in both Nevada and California.

Mike gathers his tule stems in the
fall, before they are damaged by freezing
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temperatures. These stems are carefully
cut, twisted, and bound into the shape of a
duck. He skins and splits the tule stems he
will use for the head and breast to expose
the inside surface for pigments to adhere.

He paints his decoys with natural red
ochre (iron oxide) that he gets from the
Walker River Paiute Reservation and with
black resin from burning pifion pine in his
own ceremonial fire pit. Mike makes his
binding twine from Indian hemp, also har-
vested locally. Each decoy requires about
25 feet of twine, and they are feathered
with domestic goose or turkey feathers.

Tule played a powerful role in the
everyday lives of the early Paiutes. Mike
is determined to re-create the decoys made
by his ancestors as a way of honoring them
and perpetuating Paiute culture, heritage,
and traditions for future generations.

He says he is “blessed to be able to do
this art”. It is his objective to teach these
skills and pass them on, paying homage to
a culture that has flourished and adapted
to changes in the Great Basin for thou-
sands of years. Mike leads workshops to
teach the traditional skills for making not
only decoys but also baskets, mats, hats,
sandals, and other everyday items.

Similarly, Wesley Dick feels a calling to
keep alive, remain faithful to, and defend
the traditional ways of his Paiute ancestors
and feels that he honors them by continuing
to make things from tule, a “very special

Joe Allen decoys in various sizes
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plant” that is “extremely powerful”. He can
quickly name 20 important uses for cattail
and tule in the everyday lives of the early
Paiutes and regards harvesting tule and cat-
tail as a spiritual act that should be treated
with reverence.

Wesley, who is also known by his
Paiute name Kwassuh, learned many of
the old ways from family members. To
him, the knowledge transfer from his
elders was a “gift from the Creator.” He
now regards himself as a custodian of
these old ways and is pleased that people
have a renewed interest in preserving
ancient traditions that are a part of his
own lifestyle.

Well known as a folk artist, Wesley has
demonstrated decoy making at Trembling
Leaves and elsewhere. His decoys are
made from tule and cattail, and he gener-
ally leaves them unpainted and unadorned.
Wesley makes many different species of
waterfowl—from swans and geese to mal-
lards, canvasbacks, and teal.

He turns out decorative decoys for
collectors, but unlike Joe Allen and Mike
Williams, he also makes decoys for hunt-
ing. Wesley hunts game for the table,
including the waterfowl in the marshes
of the Carson Sink. For his personal use,
he covers the tule bodies of his hunting
decoys with duck and goose skins.

Wesley says the tule plant is different
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Mike Williams with his
canvasback drake
Photo by Jay Aldrich
(JayAldrich.com)

in different seasons, and the best season
for harvesting tule is in the winter when
it is golden tan. In 2011, he was gather-
ing tule plants on the Stillwater Wildlife
Refuge in preparation for a demonstra-
tion of decoy-making techniques to a
group of schoolchildren. His centuries-
old ritual of harvesting tule was carried
out on the ancestral territory of the “Toi
Ticutta” Paiute, but he was confronted
by a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service offi-
cer and fined $800. He thereby brought
down on himself the full weight of the
Federal Leviathan and became the case
of “Wesley Glen Dick, Jr. vs. The United
States”.

Both a Federal Magistrate in Reno,
Nevada and the Kuiu Kwaan Tribal Court
in Tacoma, Washington subsequently dis-
missed the charges on First Amendment
religious grounds. The Tribal Court spe-
cifically noted that, “The Native American
Free Exercise of Religion Act of 1993
protects the religious use of animal and
plants necessary to carry out one’s religious
practices”. But this episode left him deeply
committed to ensure that the sovereignty
and traditional ways of Native Americans
are both respected and protected.

Donna Cossette quickly admits to not
being a hunter, but she knows the subject
well. She explained that Paiute water-
fowlers would leave for the marsh while
it was still dark. The hunt-
ing party would typically
have one individual—the
“duck boss”— who would
direct the hunt. Hunters used
tule boats to pole their way
through the shallow marsh to
a known hunting area where
there was a small island to
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use as a base of operations. A rig of tule
decoys would be set out, usually using
weighted dogbane twine as an anchor. The
hunters would conceal themselves in the
cattails and tule, just as modern hunters do
in their blinds. Voice calls were also used.

The birds were taken by several means,
depending on the circumstances—arrows,
netting, stoning, and hand catching.
Special “duck arrows” were made using
rosewood shafts and greasewood tips,
often with a small obsidian point. The
arrow was aimed at the water in front of
the bird and would be deflected up into it.
The arrow had a bulb or protrusion behind
the tip that stopped a valuable arrow from
passing through the duck and being lost.

Nets made out of dogbane twine were
effective for catching ducks that patter
across the surface as they take off and
larger birds like geese that cut their air-
speed by flaring with wings spread and
feet forward as they land. Whether flushed
or landing, a submerged net was suddenly
raised at the most opportune moment to
ensnare the birds, or the birds could sim-
ply be driven into a standing net that was
camouflaged or concealed. Nets were also
used to encircle the birds and herd them to
a choke point where they could be stoned
or captured.

In some instances, a submerged hunter
would cautiously swim to the ducks with
his head concealed in a clump of sago
pondweed, grab a duck by the feet, pull
it under, break its neck, tuck it under his
belt, and hope to repeat the process with-
out spooking the remaining birds.

Killed ducks would be encased in wet
clay and placed in a cooking fire. This is
an easy recipe that you can try at home.

With the benefit of the backstory, you
can now see that the simple Joe Allen tule
decoy in the Decoy Museum’s collection
deserves serious examination. Made from
two plants that are sacred to the Paiutes,
these decoys were essential to the lives of
Native Americans of the Great Basin

and sustained them for thousands of

years. We are fortunate to have an
excellent example of this ancient
handcraft. B

Tule basket and decoys by Mike Williams
Photo by Jay Aldrich (JayAldrich.com)
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MUSEUM NEWS

BE ON THE LOOKOUT

This year’s Decoy and Wildlife SHANNON DIMMIG came to work about three decades ago in the shop of

Art Festival was lots of fun and renowned artist, carver, and Decoy Museum Director Bill Veasey where she also attended
X Bill’s classes on carving and painting. Even in those formative years, Bill says she did

well attended. Among all of well in competitions. Bill subsequently downsized and worked alone for the most part.

A few years ago they reconnected, Shannon joined him back in his shop and decided
to make carving her living. She has done exceedingly well. In 2004, she won a first-
pointed out in his article, there place prize at the Ward Museum’s World Championship with her cormorant. Bill regards
her as one of the most talented airbrush artists in the country.

Such is the high regard for Shannon in the community of decoy carvers and waterfowl
worthy of particular note. artists that the carvers asked for her to be a judge at the 2014 Decoy and Wildlife Art
Festival. We believe this is the first time that a woman judged a hunting decoy class!

Keep an eye out for Shannon Dimmig and her waterfowl art. ®

the highlights that Jim Trimble

were several things that were

DO WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS? Email is faster, cheaper, and saves resources. Please email Bonnie
Castillo at Membership@DecoyMuseum.com with four simple words: “Here’s my email address.”

DOUG GIBSON has been carving for about 40 years. While that is a long

time, it is still less than half of his very full life. At the age of 91, Doug is still carving,
traveling to shows and events, and teaching and mentoring the next generation of carvers.

That should come as no surprise, for Doug’s first career was in teaching and design.
Doug served in the US Navy during WW II and returned to Delaware to earn BS and MS
degrees. He taught in the Milford public schools followed by 21-years teaching architec-
tural and building design at Delaware Technical and Community College in Georgetown.

Decoy carving is a natural outlet for those creative aptitudes, and Doug has been hon-
ored with many awards for his decorative carvings of waterfowl. A common thread that
has motivated so many carvers is necessity — if you didn’t hunt you didn’t eat. Doug was
one of 12 children in a farming family and learned from his father how to hand chop bod-
ies. His decorative decoys have finely-feathered detail accomplished with a wood burner
and are finished with acrylic paints. His work is now featured in a DVD entitled “Gifted
Hands: WoodArt Decoys by Doug Gibson”. B

—RE DE GRARNS
\,\p.\lRE RACE
HOld Your Next Event Q\ For details contact the Museum at

at the Museum! Yy 410-939-3739

Oecoy museu
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CGarving: The Next Generation

TWO of the most fascinating exhibitors
at the 2014 Decoy and Wildlife Art Festival
were brothers Daniel and Jonathan Irons,
two young carvers from Queenstown,
Maryland. Proud mom Polly reported that
Daniel, now twelve, took an interest in
tools at the age of 11-months when he dis-
covered the hammer. By six, he was start-
ing to carve. He got a set of gouges for his
seventh birthday and a set of knives for his
eighth. At that age, he was starting to carve
birds—mostly ducks and songbirds.
Younger brother Jonathan, now ten,
also took an early interest and began carv-
ing at six. He especially likes doing song-
birds and other smaller birds in addition
to tropical birds with bright colors. Both
boys enjoy doing shows and demos.
Daniel and Jonathan have taken top
honors in the Ward World Championship
with various creations. Both boys came to
the attention of Bill Veasey (see preced-
ing page: Breaking New Ground) when
the Ward Museum approached him about
mentoring. Bill introduced the boys to
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Bill Veasey (top left) and Jim Dodd
admire the work of
Daniel and Jonathan Irons

Photos by Matt Button

falconer and master carver Al Jordan from
Rochester, NY who was also at the Decoy
and Wildlife Art Festival with two of his

real live Harris’s hawks and many award-
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winning and stunningly realistic pieces of
his own creation.

Daniel reports that he likes the painting
best and the sanding least. Asked about
feathering his carvings, he says he likes
to paint the feather texture into his birds
rather than carving or using a wood burn-
er. Daniel sees himself in coming years
doing waterfowl art professionally.

Polly and Mike Irons homeschool
their sons and have nurtured this apti-
tude. Daniel and Jonathan have had the
benefit of mentoring and instruction by
Dave Connolly in nearby Centreville,
Maryland. In addition to Al Jordan, other
mentors and role models are Ontario
carver Pat Godin and Keith Mueller from
Connecticut. The boys are also avid bird-
ers who are active with the Maryland
Ornithological Society (Youth Division).

It is inspiring to watch them work — a
new generation of carvers mentored by
masters with an instinct to create. Be on
the lookout for Daniel and Jonathan Irons.
They are just getting started! ®

e
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<8 Museum Members

Thank you and welcome to the following members and businesses that recently renewed their membership or newly
joined us. Your continued support and contributions are essential to the overall success of the Decoy Museum:

Daniel Abbate, Jr.

Wallace C. Adam

Mr. Jeff Aichroth

Steven & Julie Allen

Stephen & Patricia Anderson
John Antal & Theresia Logan
Bill Atkinson

J. Malcolm Bahrenburg, Legacy Silver
Evan T. Barnett

Jack & Kittie Barnhart
Barbara Barrow

Bruce Baynard

Kenneth W. Becker & Family
Dave Bennett

David R. Blevins

John L. Boyce

Tuck Brant

Reese & Kelly Bridgman
George E. Brown

Warren & Maxine Brown
Richard Bush & Family
James & Kyla Butts

Colin “Fang” Campbell & Family
Luke Campbell

Charles & Sara Canova

Mr. John Casey, llI

Carl F. Cerco

John L. Clayton, Jr.

Walter Clevenger

Michael H. Collier

Thomas & Margherita Coudon
Verna Ann Cunningham
Peter & Lisa Darwin

Russell Daughtridge

Gary A. Davis

David M. deFernelmont

Lee & Ruth Devine

Loretta M. DilLoreto

Brian & Julie Diltz

Raymond Docherty &
Carolyn Ferstermann

Mr. & Mrs. Mark A. Dodson
Steve Dorrell

Captain Larry Dougherty
Dale D. Druyor

Ronald N Felker

Edward Fennimore

Jeff Fleischut

James A. Foose & Family
Louis & Phyllis Friedman
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B. Jean Gamble

Richard & Elaine Garrity
Gerry Gavin & Jan McDermott
Charlie R. Gerhardt

Dean L. Graham

Robert & Melissa Grothey
John W. Grove, llI

Brian Guerard

Gordon Hanna

Charles Harding

Bobbie S. Harmon

Jerry & Bobette Harris

Mr. & Mrs. George Henneberger
Robert D. Hess

Bill Hickson

Robert & Tracey Holweck
Daniel & Elizabeth Hughes
Mike Irons & Family

Edward & Carol Itter

David & Joan Jack

Harry G. Jackson

Jim Jacobs

Jeffrey & Carolyn Kane

Elsie LW Kaste

Brent & Christine Keyser
Bryan E. Keyser

Carl Kilhoffer

L. S. Kilmon & Family
Ronald H. Knight

Joseph Knisely

Robert & Joan Kohn

Joe Subolefsky & Amanda Koss
Mary C. Krouse

Elizabeth Langley

Charles Lauenstein & Family
Colleen & Andy Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Herman F. Lenzenweger
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Leonard
Timothy Livezey

Long Island Decoy Collectors
Association, Inc.

Daniel Lozano

JoAnn M. Macdonald

John Manning, Jr.

Ronald & Carolyn F. Mathias
Captain Allen McDaniel

Tim & Brenda McEntire
Jeffrey Megargel

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Mentz
Audrey Menzer
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John Meredith

J. Ralph Nester & Caroline Milburn
Harold E Mueller, Jr.

Harold Mueller, Jr. & Family
Mike P. Murphy

David Lee Nelson

Lance & Beth Newby
Robert & Debbie Nickerson
Ralph T. Nocerino

Robin & Joann Oliver
Donald & Nadine Overby
Chad & Heather Packard
Vincent A. Pagliaroli

Sara K. Parker

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Pearl
Richard & Patricia Petti
Keith & Kate Poffenberger
Charles Randle

Jeffrey Reider

Steven Reiner

Dean & Amy Reisinger
Jeffrey Rivers

James K. Roberts, Jr.
James Romig

David Rust

Deborah Schlarman

John R. Shallcross

Charles W. Sheppard & Family
Bud Shilling

Stephen & Patricia Smith
Peggy Smith

Jeffrey & Nancy Spencer
Nolley P. Fisher, Sr.

Dan & Debra Statile
George Strunk

Richard & Carleen Taylor
William Thrush

James Tolmie

Randy & Merry Tyler, Legacy
James & Ina Jo Van Ness
Ron Lee & Ruth Walls

Pat & Henry Walston

Mark J. Wells

Ellen A. Wentworth & Family
Pamela M. Wexler

James A. Wright

Karl Yankey

Paul G. Zachry
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CURRENT EXHIBITS

» THE GILLIS FAMILY’S COLLECTION OF GUNNING AND
MINIATURE DECOYS BY SAMUEL TREADWAY BARNES AND
HIS SON HERBERT BARNES

» THE NEW JIM PIERCE DISPLAY

» THE EXTRAORDINARY PAIR OF “DADDY” HOLLY
CANVASBACKS, A GIFT FROM THE MICHAEL FAMILY.

» “TooLs OF THE MARKET GUNNER” EXHIBIT FEATURING
A NUMBER OF PUNT AND BATTERY GUNS

» THE “GUNNING THE FLATS” EXHIBIT
» THE “WHAT IS A DECOY?” EXHIBIT
» PoTomAac DEcoY COLLECTOR’S ASSOCIATION TEAL EXHIBIT

» AN EXHIBIT OF FACTORY DECOYS, A GIFT FROM
DR. MORT KRAMER

» “PoP” SAMPSON’S HOMEMADE DUPLICATING LATHE
FOR MAKING MINIATURE DECOY BODIES

» “LETTERS TO BOB McGAwW,” A GIFT FROM JOEL B. Pusey

» A BEAUTIFUL DECORATIVE EASTERN BLUE BIRD CARVED
BY MASTER CARVER BARB WACHTER

» A BEAUTIFUL DECORATIVE CANVASBACK FAMILY MADE BY
MASTER CARVER J. NOBLE MENTZER

» A LIFELIKE ROCKFISH (STRIPED BASS) CARVED BY MASTER
CARVER LEE TATE, SR.

Tour Reservations

Talk to your children’s or grandchildren’s teachers and scout leaders about edu-
cational programs and tours of the Decoy Museum. Harford County school
system classes are free, and we will also welcome your home schooled children!
Tours can be tailored to the curriculum and different age/grade levels. Book your
tours early by emailing Margaret Jones at information@decoymuseum.com or by
calling (410)-939-3739.
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9" JCALENDAR OF EVENTS

AROUND TOWN

FARMERS’ MARKET: Every Saturday thru October; 9am-noon
FIRST FRIDAYS!: First Friday every month; 5pm-9pm
WATERMEN’S APPRECIATION DAY: July 26th; 10am-7pm

HAVRE DE GRACE SEAFOOD FESTIVAL: August 8th-10th;
Friday 3pm-8pm, Saturday 10am-8pm, Sunday 10am-6pm

51ST ANNUAL HAVRE DE GRACE ART SHOW: August 15th-
17th; Friday 5pm-9pm, Saturday and Sunday 10am-5pm

HAUNTED HISTORY GHOST TOURS: September 5th-October
25th; 7pm and 8:30pm

26TH ANNUAL CHILDREN’S ARTS FESTIVAL & CONTEST:
September 6th; 11am-2pm

RESTORE CHURCH MOVIES AT THE PARK: September 12th;
7pm-10pm

COLOR THE BAY: 5K -Run - September 13th; 9am-11am
NORTH PARK TRAIL WALK: September 13th; 10am
CITY-WIDE YARD SALE: September 20th; 8am-4pm

HEALTHY HEART-FORD 5K RUN/WALK: September 20th;
8:30am-10:30am

FALL HARVEST & CRAFT FESTIVAL: September 27th-28th;
11am-4pm

7TH ANNUAL GRAW DAYS FESTIVAL: October 11th; 9am-
6:30pm

FALL FESTIVAL AT THE LOCK HOUSE: October 25th; 1pm-5pm
HALLOWEEN PARADE: October 30th; 6pm

TALES AND TREATS WITH HERITAGE MUSEUMS OF HDG:
October 31st; 6pm-8pm

While you are out and about in town,
come visit the Decoy Museum!

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
www.hdgtourism.com

Call
410-939-3739

for details

at the DECOY
MUSEUM

Learn ABC’s of the Chesapeake
August s5th

Story Hour and Activity
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4 MacGregor’s

‘ \
\\\ \ Restaurant, Tavern, Banquet Room

M acGregor’S

RF'STAL'RAT\T & TAVEREN [ Open 365 Days a Year’ ]

All Dlnlng Room Children’s Menu

Tables Have All-Season Pearl Bar
Waterview & Deck

Daily Specials YR

"f'r“;.ti r N +
f“ DOWNTOWN
¥ FRANKL,N HAVRE DE GRACE

Lunch, Dinner

Lite Fare & Sunday %
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Brunch s g
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» MacGregor’s *"'g-
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‘ i ¥ Ll ; _ 7
331 St. John Street e Havre de Grace, MD 21 078

410.939.3003
www.MacGregorsRestaurant.com




