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For over ictg years the
Bagou Restaurant has
been alocal favorite in the

“Citg bg the Bag.”

Guests can erjog clining in
one of our &ining rooms,
decorated with Prints and

ClCCOgS O‘F ]ocal carvers.

Remember the sPiri‘c of
Havre de Grace’s race-
track. The Graw, as it is
caPtured on a mural in our

bancluet room.

We have three banquet
rooms with seating for 350~
200 guests. Our staff will

tailor a menu to make your

410-939-3565 ———

927 Pulaski Highway ¢ Havre de Grace, MD 21078

SCrving Seasonal Local Favorites

Fried Ogsters e Soft Shell Crabs « Rockfish
Crab Cakes « Crab lmPerlal e Seafood Combo

BAYOU “GO” CARRY OUT — 410-939-3565

Open Tuesday thru Sunday 11:30 a.m. until 10:00 p.m.

The place the locals always come back to!



canevasthack (kan'ves bak’), n.,pl. -backs,
(esp. collectively) — back.

1. a north american wild duck, the male

of which has a whitish back and a reddish-brown
head and neck. 2. a style of decoy made famous by carvers
of the Susquehanna Flats region. 3. a quarterly publication of
the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum.
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FUNDED IN PART BY

Maryland State Arts Council e
City of Havre de Grace e Harford County

The Havre de Grace Decoy Museum is funded by an operating grant from the
Maryland State Arts Council, an agency dedicated to cultivating a vibrant cultural
community where the arts thrive. Funding for the Maryland State Arts Council is
also provided by the National Endowment for the arts, a federal agency.

The Museum was incorporated in 1981 as a 501(c)(3)

non-profit organization which exists to document — g
and interpret waterfowl decoys as this art form ':j?"n:
applies to the social and economic life of the “Th MARYLAND
upper Chesapeake Bay region. Contributions 'q.’ TATE ARTS
made to the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum Tax b = .

may be deductible. Il',."'-..,‘ Councit
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To Our 2015
FESTIVAL SPONSORS

Aberdeen Proving Ground ~ MacGregor’s Restaurant
Federal Credit Union

Seidenberg Protzko
Chesapeake Rental Eye Associates
Smith & Prothero
Physical Therapy

Envirocon Associates Inc.

Ferrell Fuel Company, Inc.
The Bank Pawn & Gun
Flooring America—

Carpet by the Yard Patrick & Jeannie Vincenti

Harford Bank Winter Gardens Quality
Foods

Havre de Grace Chamber

of Commerce WXCY 103.7

Hostetter Agency Inc.

JLR Design Consultants,
Inc.

ON THE COVER

Joe Engers, Honorary Chairman of the 2015
Decoy and Wildlife Art Festival “...bought a
magazine, and it transformed him into one of
America’s most noted decoy personalities.”
Since the autumn of 1979, Joe's Decoy Magazine
has led the way in promoting the joys of decoy
collecting and providing new enthusiasts with a
comfort zone. We take great pride in recognizing
Joe's very significant contributions to the decoy
world and his unwavering support of the Decoy
Museum. Read Chad Tragakis' article beginning
on page 14 to learn more about Joe and Decoy
Magazine.
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Fresh Seafood & Steaks

OpPeEN 11 AM DAILY FOR LUNCH & DINNER
“_adl - .
AnlH2aval
: N

BREAKFAST, SAT & SuN
9am-12pPm
GLUTEN-FREE MENU

LA L1 Saaaaal
ON THE WATER

HAVRE DE GRACE
MARYLAND

www.tidewatergrille.com « 300 Franklin Street - 410-939-3313 . 410-575-7045
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Pat Vincenti

From the President

Dear Museum Member,

Another brutal winter is just ending. The grandkids love it, but | am happy to see it go. Where
is global warming when you need it? Thankfully, spring and the Havre de Grace Decoy & Wildlife
Art Festival are on the horizon and getting closer by the day.

All of the final preparations are falling into place,
as you will see in this our special spring issue of The
Canvasback that is always dedicated to the Decoy
Festival. We have a terrific team of dedicated staff,
volunteers, and Directors who make the Decoy Festival
a special weekend for everyone. One big change is
that we decided not to have the live auction this year.
Economic conditions over the past several years have
just not supported bidders at a level that kept everyone
happy.

We had a great night for the R. Madison Mitchell
Endowment Trust banquet on Friday, March 6th. Heavy
snow Wednesday night and all day Thursday had
us worried, but the Bayou Restaurant was packed
with 250 loyal supporters who came from Maryland,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Virginia to make it a
memorable event. One of the highlights of the evening
was the presentation by the Harford County Council
and County Executive Barry Glassman of a Harford County Living Treasure award to Madelyn
Mitchell Shank and R. Madison Mitchell, Jr.

The Museum was also the grateful recipient of a generous $4,230 cash donation from Delta
Waterfowl and three very special gifts conveyed to the Museum by the Endowment: a Charles
Perdew Mallard Drake from Mike and Trudy Boxer, a pair of miniature Bob McGaw canvasbacks
from Lawrason Sayre, and an 18th century powder horn from Katherine Johnson. The Endowment
is vital to the future of the Museum, so thanks to everyone who contributed, attended, or otherwise
helped make the banquet another successful fundraiser for both the Endowment and the Museum.

We have a couple of new exhibits that you should make an opportunity to come and see. C. John
Sullivan, Jr. has put on display a large number of his Canada geese—nboth full-size and miniatures.
The Potomac Decoy Collectors Association has exchanged their collection of teal for a fantastic
collection of little buffleheads. These wonderful decoys are now up in the Carver’s Gallery.

We are currently preparing an application for a special new grant from the Harford County
Office of Economic Development and the Economic Development Advisory Board supporting the
County’s tourism-related resources and promoting Harford County as a premier tourism destination
through Visit Harford! Inc., a destination marketing organization.

We welcomed two new members to the Museum’s Board: Matt Kneisley from Lancaster
County and Steve Smith from Aberdeen. Many of you know Matt or remember his late father Ron
from their devotion to Delta Waterfowl—great supporters of the Museum. Steve is a long-time
waterfowler and decoy collector who recently retired as Deputy Chief of the Aberdeen Police
Department and now serves on the Aberdeen City Council. Their knowledge and experience give
us valuable resources, and we welcome them both to the table.

Thanks to each of you—our loyal members, volunteers, and other supporters. We appreciate
the things you do. I look forward to seeing you and our visitors at the Decoy Festival on May 1st,
2nd, and 3rd,

Photo by Leo Heppner

www.decoymuseum.com 5



FESTIVAL 2015

PROGRAM vay 1, 2 & 3

2015 Honorary Chairman

Joe Engers

Locations

DECOY FESTIVAL

ADMISSTION

@ Havre de Grace Decoy $1 EONf_’O_’f"_" tEhe
Museum, Giles Street
WEEKEND

Friday, Saturday and Sunday!

Children 12 and under free
with an adult.

Havre de Grace Middle
School, Lewis Street

@ Havre de Grace Activity
Center, Lewis Street

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, MAY 157 SATURDAY, MAY 2"

6:00-9:00pm ......... Carvers, Exhibitors, 9:00am -5:00pm ...... Carvers, Exhibitors, and
and Vendors — Vendors —
see posted schedules) see posted schedules)
6:00-8:00pm .......... Carving Competition 10:00am ............. . Old Decoy Contest
Registration — Registration opens —
@ svor
10:00 am —-3:00pm . .. ... Raptors —
10:00 am — 12:00 pm .... Silent Auctions —
HALLWAY by front

admission entrance

10:30 am until complete  Atlantic Flyway Classic
Carving Competition
Judging —

6 www.decoymuseum.com Soring Canvasback 2015



FESTIVAL 2015

4

e Decorative L/S e Decorative L/S S U N D AY’ IVI AY 3RD

Floating Division Fish Division
e Decorative L/S e Youth Gunning 10:00 am —4:00 pm ..... Carvers, Exhibitors,
Non-Floating Division Division and Vendors —
e Decorative Miniature e Gunning Decoy r
Division Division
e Whitey Frank Decorative e Shorebird Division see posted schedules)
Slick Division . .
10:30am .. ... River Gunning
Noon-1:00pm ........ Old Decoy Contest — Cpmpetltlon
Division —
STAGE
@ @ GROUNDS
Noon & 2:00 pm......... Retriever Dog ] .
Demonstrations — 3:30pm ..o Festn_ral Raffle
Drawing —
FRONT FIELD
facing Revolution Street @ LOBBY
1:00pm-3:00pm....... Silent Auctions — .
4.00pM ... Festival Closes

®

across from front
admission desk facing
Revolution Street

1:00pm ... Gunning Rig Division —

GROUNDS

Soring Canvasback 2015 www.decoymuseum.com 7
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DIRECTIONS
TO THE
DECOY MUSEUM

From 1-95: Use Exit 89
and follow MD Rt. 155 east
(toward Havre de Grace)
about 3 miles.

To the Middle School:

Stay in right lane under the
railroad bridge and bear right.
Continue past the cemetery
to the traffic light, and bear
right onto US Route 40. At
next traffic light, turn left onto
Lewis Lane. Continue over
the railroad bridge, and the
Middle School is on the left.

To the Decoy Museum:
Stay in left lane under the
railroad bridge. Turn right
onto Juniata St. at the end.
At second fraffic light, turn
left onto Revolution St. Go to
the next traffic light and turn
right onto Union Ave. Go to
the end of Union Ave. and
turn left onto Commerce St.
Follow Commerce St. around
the bend (name changes to
Market St.) to Giles Street.
The Decoy Museum is on the
right, and you may use the
on-street parking.

From US Rt. 40: Turn east
onto Lewis Lane at the traffic
light (right if northbound, left if
southbound).

To the Middle School:
Continue over the railroad
bridge, and the Middle School
is on the left.

To the Decoy Museum:
Continue past the Middle
School to the end of Lewis
Lane and turn left onto
Revolution St. Go to the
second traffic light and turn
right onto Union Ave. Then
follow the directions (above)
from 1-95 to the Decoy
Museum.

Foring Canvasback 2015



J. Byvans McKinney Old Decoy Contest

2015 COMPETITION

e 13th annual J. Evans McKinney Old Decoy Contest
will be held on Saturday, May 2nd at the Middle School . .
Gym in conjunction with the 2015 Havre de Grace 1. Best Upper Bay Hi-head 5. Best Wood Wing Duck
Decoy & Wildlife Art Festival. 2. Best Upper Bay 6. Best Eastern Shore
Entries will be accepted at the stage area from 10:00 Matched Pair Redhead
a.m. until judging at noon. Joe Engers, Editor and 3. Best Upper Bay 7. Best Delaware River
Publisher of Decoy Magazine as well as the Festival's Canvasback— with old Pintail or Mallard
2015 Honorary Chairman, will head up a three-member known market gunner, 8 BestD J Duck
judge’s panel. A blue ribbon will be awarded for each gunning yacht, or gun : DeSt oug Jester Duc
of the following ten competition category winners, and club brand ecoy
the panel will select a Best-in-Show winner. 4. Best Jim Holly Puddle 9. [B)'es't Ba[c):k Bkay VA/NC
Winners are requested to display their decoys and Duck Ving Fuc
ribbons at the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum for the 10. Best Unknown
three months following the Festival. NG 4

Rules: Last year’s winning birds are ineligible for entry, regardless of category. There are no restrictions as to those who can participate or number of categories entered;
however, participants are restricted to no more than three birds per category and each decoy will be limited to one category only. Participants must make a good faith effort
to ensure that their decoy entries were made prior to 1950. Matched pairs entered in other than a Matched Pair category will be considered as one entry. Competition decoys
will be kept in a highly visible roped-off secure area and will not be handled by the public. Once the judges have made their selections, at approximately 1:00 p.m. the public
will be invited to view the roped-off and secure tables. Competition issues will be resolved at the sole discretion of the Contest Chairman and/or the Chief Judge.

Questions? Please contact contest chairman Jim Trimble (703-768-7264 or potomacduck@cox.net).

: {:\3‘9 i = @‘.@
__©= "¢ JOHN SULLIVAN + =
s Ry BOX 193
2\ FALLSTON MD 21047
4107904727

b

Foring Canvasback 2015 www.decoymuseum.com 9



John Alexander

1619 Dooley Rd

Whiteford MD 21160
443-307-6705
decoymanjohn@hotmail.com

198

Linda Amtmann
411 Vogts Lane
Baltimore MD 21221
410-391-1217

@ 106, 107

Jocelyn Beatty

Jocelyn Beatty Studio

265 Mitchell Rd

West Middlesex PA 16159
724-528-3121
jocelynbeattyart@gmail.com

003, 004

Don Bell

1000 Fountainview Circle Suite 316
Newark DE 19713

410-441-1014
dbell1000@comcast.net

EXHBWC)RS

Bob Bendler

1713 Wilson Point Road
Middle River MD 21220
shoreperfect@comcast.net

051, 052

Bea Berle

144 Thurston Lane
Faber VA 22983
434-263-4347

@ 010

Josh Blanchette
Blanchette Decoys

47 Swan Street

Aberdeen MD 21001
443-356-2274
blanchettedecoys@gmail.com

098

Bryon Bodt

Bodt Decoys LLC

2917 Churchville Road
Churchville MD 21028
410-734-7702
bryon@bodtdecoys.com

061, 065, 066

Berkey Boggs
Arrowsmith Decoys

1363 Redwood Circle

La Plata MD 20646
301-934-1366
burkeyboggs@verizon.net

197

Jim Britton

Britton Decoys

664 Twin Harbor Road
Reedville VA 22539
804-453-4643
holmesb@nnwifi.com

@ 170, 171

www. decoymuseum. com

@ Havre de Grace Middle School, Lewis Street

Havre de Grace Activity Center, Lewis Street

Woodrow Brown
Woody’s Decoys

103 Barksdale Ct

Milford DE 19963
302-422-6245
woodrowbrown@verizonnet

® o

Vernon Bryant
Vernon Bryant Decoys
90 Greenbank Rd
Perryville MD 21903
410-287-8548
vbryant@atlanticbb.net

@ 011, 012

sandie Butt

Sandie Butt Carvings

39 Maxa (Ct

Middle River MD 21220
443-869-1380
Quietman_MD@yahoo.com

204

Nelia Cheney
Round Hill Art
2106 Round Hill Rd
Fallston MD 21047
410-877-3881

@ 103, 104

Vincent A. Ciesielski
Fine Feathers Studio
7705 Aynlee Way
Harrisburg PA 17112
717-583-0919
finefeather@verizon.net

@ 195

Capt. Bill Collins
Capt. Bill Collins Decoys
2718 Ruthsburg Rd
Centerville MD 21617
410-758-6526

@ 005

Foring Canvasback 2015



Bill & Pauline Cordrey
PO Box 651

Barnegat Light N) 08006
609-709-2595

@ 017

John Cranmer

John’s Glass Works

44 Dupont Rd Apt 129
Carneys Point NJ 08069
609-202-6875
boatsmakers@yahoo.com

200

Richard Dahl

Eternal Life Taxidermy

1080 Biggs Hwy

Rising Sun MD 21911
410-322-5313
richard@eternallifetaxidermy.com

@ 097

Rosalyn Daisey

25 Winsome Way

Newark DE 19702
302-453-9779
rosalyndaisey@yahoo.com

199

John Day

John Day Decoys

PO Box 508

Cecilton MD 21913
443-553-5227
jddecoys@verizon.net

135

Foring Canvasback 2015

Laura De Nardo
3404 Elliott Street
Baltimore MD 21224
410-558-1493

Idenardo@erols.com

® o

Shannon Dimmig

Fine Carvings

34 Cherry Lane

Elkton MD 21921
302-383-2476

@ 189, 910, 191

Steve Dorrell

Wye River Antiques
1302 Perry’s Corner Rd
Grasonville MD 21638
410-319-3418
bubbles1102@yahoo.com

090, 091

Joe Engers

Decoy Magazine

PO Box 287 Lewes DE 19958
302-644-9001
decoymag@aol.com

042, 037

Ed Fennimore
Miniature Decoys

775 Harding Hwy Box G-6
Buena Nj 08310
856-982-4698

® w

Jeff Fitzhugh
Fitzhugh Decoys
6624 Pine Top Road
Hurlock MD 21648
410-943-4386
jfdecoys@yahoo.com

001, 002

www. decoymuseum. wom
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Joyce Gagen
Art A La Cart
6 Cragmoor Dr
Shamong NJ 08088
609-268-1926
joycegagen@aol.com

177, 178

Michael Gleason

4 Slavin Court
Nottingham MD 21236
410-661-4340
ptailruddy@verizon.net

188

Bill Hickson

wildfowl Carvings

11718 Three Bridge Branch Road
Cordova MD 21625

410-714 3282

® ws

Jeanne B. Hiss

8800 Walther Bld Apt 3617
Parkville MD 21234
410-668-0786

@ 181

Ray Hoffman Jr
Ray’s Model Boats
159 State Street

Penns Grove NJ 08069
856-376-3625
r.hoffmanjr@yahoo.com

105

Jeremy Houser

0ld Working Decoys

PO Box 808

Downingtown PA 19335
717-587-5649
oldworkingdecoys@gmail.com

007

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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FESTIVAL 2015

PATRONS

BENEFACTOR

Charles & Sara Canova
John E. Cole, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Richard O. Cook
Thomas & Margherita Coudon
Ferrell Fuel Co. Inc.
Charlotte & Joel Gaydos
Klein’s Shoprite of Maryland
Rob & Pam Knight

Charles McKelly

J. Noble Mentzer

John O. & Jolie Mitchell 111
Todd Pauliny

Keith & Kate Poffenberger

Madelyn Mitchell Shank,
In loving memory of my father,
R. Madison Mitchell

Samuel R. Smith Il
Kenny & Sally Stevenson
Ed & Jane Zimmer

GOLD

Allan W. Anthony

Jim & Sue Brackbill

John T. Case

Peter W. Coakley

Don Cole, Jr.

Judith L. Cole

Don & Doug Dean
Envirocon Associates, Inc.
Bob Foard

Patricia M. Grace
In Memory of Dr. Larry E. Grace

Jack Graham

Nate Heess

George & Candyace Henneberger
Rev. Eddie L. Henry

George Hipkins

Lisa G. Hocker

IMark Builders, Inc.

Ken & Kay Keetley

Daniel & Mary Ellen Keithley
William H. Master

12

William & Patricia Mentzer
Nicholas H. V. Miele
Robert S. Moreland

Sara Sue Munch

Bill Nichols

William R. & Noreen M. Pyle
Dean & Amy Reisinger
Ethel Sketchley

Pamela Smart

C. John Sullivan

Christ W. Taylor

Barb Wachter

SILVER

Roy Albert

Robert & Suzanne Baker
David Bennett

William R. Boyle

Eleanor D. Coale

Susan Forwood

Carolyn S. Guerrina
Carolyn A. Hargis

Richard & Sandra Hartman
Chris Hawkins

Jeff & Carolyn Kane

Kevin J. Kerrigan

Ronald H. Knight

Donald Overby

Ponderosa Decoys (James Bultts)
Charles Anthony Randle
Steven Reiner

Jane Scocca

Seidenberg Protzko Eye
Associates, PA

Steve & Patty Smith
George & Vivian Thomas
Geo R. Timmons

Donald K. Walter

Chris & Vivian Worch

BRONZE

Daniel F. Aherne
Kenneth W Becker

www. dECOyITlUSGUm.(OITI

Cal E. Beisswanger, Sr.
Alfred & Mary Boehly
Ramona Bolen

Boring Waterfowl

John Boyce

George E. Brown
Richard Bush

Frank & Joanne Calder
Kenneth Creeden

Olga & Bill Deoudes
Jean Auten Duncan

John C. & Hazel K. Goodwin, Sr.
Joseph Hardin

Grace Hewitt

Bill Hickson Wildfowl Carvings
Warren & Jeanne B. Hiss
Judy K. Horne

Norman & Carol Hunter
Daniel P. Ibele

James C. Johnson
James Karayinopulos, Jr.
Mrs. Elsie L.W. Kaste
Joyce K Kerlin

Capt Carl D. Kilhoffer
Robert & Joan Kohn
Rene & Mary Lambert
Timothy Livezey

Long Island Decoy Collectors
Association, Inc.

Peter T. Macgaffin
Freeda McClure

Tim McEntire

Harold E. Mueller, Jr.
David L. Nelson
Howard & Bonnie Nickle
Eric J. Pitman

William Rienhoff

Charles L Robbins, Il &
Henry A. Robbins

James C. Robbins

Rose V. Saunders

Col. Robert & Meta Shaw, Ret
James A. Wright

Foring Canvasback 2015
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Irons Brothers

3006 Bennett Point Rd
Queenstown MD 21658
mirons@khov.com

AC lobby

Ed Itter

Bodkin Pt Decoys
8098 Ventnor Rd
Pasadena MD 21122
410-255-7226

@ 158

Bob & Debbie Jobes
721 Ostego Street

Havre de Grace MD 21078
410-939-1843
nomini@comcast.net

@ 092, 093

Capt. Harry Jobes
Chesapeake Bay Decoys
77 Baker Street
Aberdeen MD 21001
410-272-2055

@ 095

Charles Jobes

855 Otsego Street

Havre de Grace MD 21078
410-939-3005

chesterdecoys@comcast.net

101, 102

Joey Jobes

619 Bourbon Street

Havre de Grace MD 21078
410-939-1807

@ 085, 086

Foring Canvasback 2015
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Walter Jones

2586 Route 563

Egg Harbor NJ 08215
609-965-6524
flywaydecoys@gmail.com

055, 056, 057

Mort Kramer

3707 Gardenview Rd
Baltimore MD 21208
410-484-3321
kdecoys@comcast.net

159, 160

Tim Kuca

T. Kuca Decoys

50 Hamlin Drive
Fredericksburg VA 22405
540-226-3693
t.kuca@yahoo.com

050

Rob Leslie

1035 Hancock Drive
Turnersville N) 08012
856-228-8874
skidado@aol.com

@ 182, 183

Richard Lindsay

Grove Point Outfitters

60 Ches haven Rd

Earleville MD 21919
443-309-1728
grovepointoutfitters@ymail.com

Outside

John Meredith
11975 still Pond Rd
Worton MD 21678
410-708-8887

@ 062, 063

www. decoymuseum. wom

@ Havre de Grace Middle School, Lewis Street

Havre de Grace Activity Center, Lewis Street

Richard Moretz

Moretz Decoys

4303 Gilmer Court
Belcamp MD 21017
410-688-0597
moretzdecoys@verizon.net

Harry T. Morrison

H T Morrison Wildlife Art
143 Bay Blvd

Havre de Grace MD 21078
443-417-4391
savoyb1@msn.com

180

Natural Resources Police
580 Taylor Avenue
Annapolis MD 21401
877-620-8DNR

® v

Ron Orlando
Wildlife Art Studio
345 Sunset Shore Dr
Hawley PA 18428
570-352-7948
ronorl@ptd.net

023, 024

CONTINUES ON PAGE 26
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JOE ENGERS AND Caution »
THE LASTING e
LLEGACY OF —

o

DECOY MAGAZINE ..

By Chad Tragakis

At a recent decoy show in Maryland, in a room
filled with talented carvers, longtime dealers and the

collectors who patronize them, one man sits quietly
but confidently behind his table.

tis a scene repeated at shows all across the country, held all throughout the year. He

is not a decoy maker, nor is he a decoy dealer in the strictest sense of that term. He

is something else—many things, all at once. But the story of how he came to sit so

naturally among all these thousands of wooden ducks, and to interact so seamlessly

with people of every stripe—millionaires and working-class heroes, hedge fund man-

agers and hotel managers, twenty-somethings and nonagenarians—is fascinating and

surprising to say the least. For his was a most unusual journey and one that, in so many
ways, was completely unexpected.

Joseph Francis Engers was born on October 20, 1953 in Baltimore, the oldest of

five boys and a girl. He grew up there, attending a Catholic high school in the city,

www.decoymuseum.com Foring Canvasback 2015



Photograph by Kevin Fleming—courtesy of Delaware Beach Life

He is not a decoy maker,
nor is he a decoy dealer
in the strictest sense of
that term. He is
something else—

many things, all at once.

om Joe’s collection: a sleeping canvasba

Foring Canvasback 2015
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and developing a love for his local sports
teams. He graduated from the University
of Maryland, Baltimore County earning a
Bachelor’s Degree in American Studies with
an emphasis on American History. Little did
he know at the time just how relevant and
useful that degree would one day be to his
chosen profession.

When he graduated from college Joe, as
family and friends call him, was working at
a local bakery, a job he started while still in
high school. It was a good job and he enjoyed
the flexibility, but he soon realized that he
didn’t want a career that required working
through the night, all night, every night. So,
after seven years he tendered his resignation
to the great disappointment of his boss. While
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LEFT: The cover of the winter 1983 issue featured Havre de Grace carvers Capt. Harry
Jobes, Paul Gibson, R. Madison Mitchell, Clarence “Titbird” Bauer, and Jim Pierce.

RIGHT: The cover of the March/April 2007 issue featured the Havre de Grace Decoy

Museum.

still working at the bakery, Joe bought a
decent camera and began pursuing pho-
tography as a hobby. One of his broth-
ers ran the local Little League baseball
program and through that connection, he
began taking team photos. Not long after,
one of the coaches asked if Joe would help
him produce a league newsletter, with
action photos and recaps of the games.
The pair, along with another friend, even-
tually started a monthly paper called The

Catonsville Sports Leader, which marked
Joe’s first foray into publishing. A local
newspaper soon hired all three to run the
sports department for two of their growing
publications.

In 1978, two entrepreneurs were start-
ing a weekly entertainment tabloid in
Ocean City, Maryland called Oceana
Magazine. They visited the paper Joe
worked for to learn how to do layout and
production. He must have made a great

L TO R: Phil Ryser, Chad Tragakis, and Joe Engers hold some prized decoys from the
J. Evans McKinney Old Decoy Contest judging at the 2014 Havre de Grace Decoy and
Wildlife Art Festival.
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impression on them, because within a year
of their meeting, Joe was invited to join
their staff as photo editor. He relocated
to Ocean City just before the summer
season, a move many people would love,
but for Joe, it was all business. He was
never a fan of the beach, but the publish-
ers promised him an equity stake if the
business was successful, which was all the
motivation he needed.

The paper’s editor was a young man
named Jeff Williams, who Joe had never
met before, but seeing as they shared
responsibility for editorial content, they
developed a solid working relationship
and soon became fast friends. One day
that summer, Jeff received a telephone
call from his step-father, decoy-maker
Captain Harry Jobes, who told him about
a decoy newsletter called Decoy World,
that was coming up for sale. Its publisher,
Clarke Reed, no longer wanted to put it
out, and was actively seeking a buyer.
Captain Harry asked Jeff if he was inter-
ested and Jeff, in turn, asked Joe if he
would help. Joe figured there would be
no harm in taking on another publishing
business venture, and he readily accepted
the opportunity. He remembers that his
first question to Jeff was, “What exactly
is a decoy?”

Joe was soon immersed in all things
decoys, and he quickly came to appreciate
the variety, quality and historical signifi-
cance of the carvings he was encounter-
ing. Joe and Jeff published their first issue
in the Fall of 1979 and they exhibited that
year at the Easton Waterfowl Festival.
They placed a small stack of the current
issue and a pad of subscription forms on
Captain Harry’s table. It wasn’t much of a
display, but it was a start. Over the week-
end, Joe got a crash course in newsletter
marketing and subscriber relations, care-
fully cataloging all the feedback he was
hearing. He had a lot of ideas swimming
around in his head, but one important
suggestion he made was that they should
change the name. And so, with the Winter
1980 issue, Decoy Magazine was offi-
cially born.

Joe and Jeff eventually bought out their
other partners in their original newspaper
venture, and so with that business provid-
ing a steady income, he didn’t actively
travel to decoy shows too far away to pro-
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mote his new magazine. Instead, he used
this time to learn more about decoys and
more about making sure he could produce
and get a new issue in the mail each quarter.
Much to their good fortune, pioneer collec-
tor Bill Purnell lived close by in Ocean
City (Jeff had worked for him at his hotel
when he was younger), and that connection
led to frequent invitations to his home to
study and photograph decoys, and it led to
useful introductions to other notable col-
lectors and collections. As Joe remembers,
their connection to Bill sure helped fill a lot
of pages in those first few years. He also
says that he’s always been appreciative of
Harry Jobes and his late wife Helen (Jeff’s
mother), who not only made it all possible
with that initial phone call to Jeff, but who
were also very supportive in many ways
during the early years.

Growing up, Joe would spend his
summers working at a horse farm with
his grandparents just 10 miles outside of
Havre de Grace, the decoy capital of the
world. And he vividly remembers seeing
the seemingly endless flocks of geese
making their way north and south on their
annual spring and fall migrations. But he
never knew anything about this fascinat-
ing aspect of American folk art. He con-
tinued to learn and his appreciation for the
history of decoys and their strong connec-
tion to his home state continued to grow.
Then, in 1983, Jackson Parker began con-
tributing regular auction reports
to the magazine, providing an
important perspective on the
economics and dynamics of the
decoy market. This aspect of the
decoy world fascinated Joe and gave
him yet another dimension to study, ana-
lyze and address through the magazine.

In 1985, after being rebuffed sev-
eral times, a large firm, Chesapeake
Publishing, made Joe and his business
partners an offer to buy their small news-
paper, Oceana—it was an offer too good
to refuse. Joe was hired back to serve as
publisher for the next two years during
the transition, but for the first time in a
long time, he had a chance to pause and
reflect on what he wanted to do next. It
was at this point that he took a long, hard
look at the little quarterly magazine he
was publishing on decoys. Was there a
future in it? Could he grow it into a viable
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business? Would there be interest and
more subscribers? After some research
and deliberation, he decided the answer to
these questions was a resounding “yes!”

His first realization was that if Decoy
Magazine was to become a true magazine
serving the needs and interests of the grow-
ing market of collectors, it would need to
be published in a larger format, with an
expanded page count and with more color.
He also realized he would need to get out
and promote it, far and wide, and begin
attending decoy shows across the coun-
try. In 1986, he took the first steps in this
exciting but unknown new direction. There
were now 16 pages of color in the 48 page
magazine. Looking back, he admits there
was a lot of uncertainty—he was headed
for uncharted territory.

By this time, Jeff had established other
business interests and Joe bought out his
share of Decoy Magazine. One of Jeff’s
ventures was a jewelry store in Rehoboth
Beach, Delaware, which Joe helped
him open and manage until it closed
in 2006. This is what prompted

Canada goose by
Walter Brady

Joe’s move to nearby Lewes, Delaware in
1988, where he still lives today.

Just a few months before his move to
Lewes, Joe received a call from publish-
ers in New York City who were putting
together a coffee table book on decoys.
They hoped that the publisher of Decoy
Magazine could help them acquire pho-
tos of quality decoys from all the major
hunting regions of the country. He did
more than that, spending the better part
of 1988 traveling the country, sometimes
alone and sometimes with a photographer,
taking pictures of some of the top collec-
tions in the world. Joe was named General
Editor of the project, which of course was
the acclaimed Great Book of Widfowl
Decoys. When the book was released
in 1989, it gave Decoy Magazine an
enhanced reputation and greater status in
the decoy collecting world. Most impor-
tantly, it gave Joe an opportunity to meet
many of the nation’s top collectors, and

an opportunity to recruit some of the

top writers as contributors to the

Black-bellied plover by
Charles Clark

Joe was soon immersed in all
things decoys, and he quickly
came to appreciate the variety,
quality and historical
significance of the carvings he
was encountering.
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Yellowlegs by Charles
Sumner Bunn

magazine, many of whom still contribute
articles to this day.

Thinking back to the very first story
he submitted, Joe’s friend and long-
time Decoy Magazine contributor Jim
Trimble remembers that, “At that point
in time, there was no internet with e-mail
attachment submissions or digital pho-
tos. Stories were prepared in manuscript
form and were mailed in for acceptance.
Photos were hard copy photos, and | was
assured by Joe that it was not a problem
as he was also a photographer. We met the
summer of 1987 for the photo shoot in his
makeshift office above a Fenwick Island,
Delaware hardware store. As | unpacked
boxes of decoys, he calmly walked over
to his desk, and knocked a roll of brown
paper off his desk, that was taped to
the table, and unrolled to the floor. He
explained that this was the backdrop as he
set up a pair of umbrella lights.”

The experience of working on the Great
Book of Wildfowl Decoys gave Joe the
confidence to move into book publishing,
alongside publication of the magazine.

To date, Decoy Magazine has pub-
lished a wide array of original and re-
issued books, including Decoys of the
Susquehanna  Flats, Chesapeake Bay
Decoys, Mason Decoys, Canvas Decoys
of North America, Carteret Waterfowl
Heritage, Chance, Ira D. Hudson and
Family, LIoyd J. Tyler, Wildfowler Decoys,
and The Stevens Brothers. The latest book,
on Maumee Bay, Ohio decoys, has just
gone to press.

With so much exposure to decoys,
including a chance to handle some of
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L€ Joe bought a magazine,
and it transformed him into
one of America’'s most noted
decoy personalities. ¥%

the finest examples in the world, it was
probably only a matter of time before
Joe became the dedicated and passion-
ate collector he is today. With the sale of
his newspaper in 1986, he finally had a
bit of money to work with and decided
to start buying some quality decoys. He
had dozens of birds by this time, but as
he jokes, nothing that he would admit to
owning today.

By 1988, he began to focus on what
are now the two favorite parts of his
collection—Chesapeake Bay area decoys
and East Coast shorebirds. Mort Hanson’s
Virginia shorebird collection was to be
sold at auction in October of that year. Joe
was eager to leave that sale with a prize,
but time after time, he came up short.
Bill Purnell saw Joe bidding unsuccess-
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fully and the next day, he brought a box
of choice shorebirds to the sale for Joe to
examine—he bought one of them, a Cobb
Island curlew that he still owns today. But
he acquired his favorite shorebird about a
year later, and it was just by sheer luck.
Joe was checking into the Atlantic Budget
Inn in Easton on his way to setting up at
the Waterfowl Festival. As he was unlock-
ing the motel door, dealer Steve O’Brien
walked out of the room next door carry-
ing a shopping bag. Joe inquired about its
contents and it contained some shorebird
consignments that Steve had just received.
The first bird out of the bag was a big, fat
black-bellied plover by Charles Clark in
perfect original paint. Joe was delighted
to add it to his growing collection, where
it remains a centerpiece.
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Other favorites that he’s acquired over the years
include a Canada goose by Walter Brady, a black
duck by Robert Freirich, a Nathan Cobb brant, a
Gus Wilson preening eider hen, a Charles Sumner
Bunn yellowlegs, and an early sleeping canvasback
hen by Madison Mitchell. What makes them special
to Joe is that each bird has a memorable story that
accompanies their purchase. His most recent acqui-
sition is a redhead drake by James Best of Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina, which was in the collection
of his late friend Ed Johnston. The connection to Ed
makes it a very special bird to Joe.

When Joe and Jeff initially acquired Decoy
World, there were two file card boxes with the
names and addresses of fewer than 200 previous
subscribers. “We had yet to receive a check from
any of them,” Joe remembers. But with a lot of
effort, in less than ten years, subscribership had
grown to nearly 900. Circulation peaked in the early
2000s at about 2,800 copies. Today, they distribute
about 2,500 per issue, which includes subscribers
in every state, Canada, Europe, Australia and New
Zealand.

Having been on the decoy circuit full time for
more than 25 years now, attending shows in all
parts of the country as well as Canada, Joe has
been able to meet thousands of collectors. He’s
personally shaken hands with more of his subscrib-
ers than probably any other publisher in the world,
something that Joe is very proud of. The best part of
all, however, is that he’s made more friends than he
could begin to add up. For Joe, the decoy commu-
nity has truly become an extended family.

At many shows, Joe often sets up with his long-
time friend, collector and broker Dick Mclntyre,
who vividly remembers the day he first met Joe more
than three decades ago. “In 1981, Bobby Richardson,
Henry Fleckenstein, and | were returning from a
Bourne auction in New England. Unloading our
vehicle in Henry’s driveway, Joe drove up and intro-
duced himself as the new publisher of Decoy World,
a magazine he had just purchased from Clarke Reed.
In our ensuing 20 minute conversation, it was pretty
clear that Joe didn’t know anything about decoys!
34 years year,” jokes Dick, “Joe is beginning to
catch on. Today, he travels to more organized decoy
shows, auctions, and club functions than any collec-
tor since Bill Mackey died. Joe bought a magazine,
and it transformed him into one of America’s most
noted decoy personalities.”

Friend and longtime Decoy Magazine contribu-
tor Donna Tonelli says that, “working with Joe has
always been a pleasure, and | have developed a great
respect for all he has done to support the decoy col-
lecting fraternity. I’ve lost count of how many decoy
shows and auctions he attends each year where he
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MEMORIES OF

Decoy Magazine

Looking back to a time before Decoy Magazine, | knew
Clarke Reed when he was publishing his magazine, Decoy
World. Clarke and Henry Fleckenstein sponsored a decoy
show in Baltimore in 1974. It was called “The First Annual
Greater Baltimore Decoy Collectors, Wildlife Art, and
Gunners Show.” It was to be just a few short years later that
Clarke decided to sell his magazine.

The terms and conditions of
the sale have been somewhat
clouded over the years. Joe
Engers and Jeff Williams were
partners in the transaction.
Jeff was Captain Harry Jobes'
stepson. It was Harry who had
heard that Decoy World was
up for sale. The transaction was
not for cash but for a group of
Captain Harry's full size swan
decoys. The details of how
many swan were called for and
over what period of time they were to be made available
have been lost over time. But ultimately the transaction was
completed, and as they say the rest is history.

John Sullivan (left) and
Joe Engers at a show
in 1991

Joe Engers’ accomplishments as the editor and publisher
of Decoy Magazine are well known. Decoy Magazine is
the bi-monthly epistle to followers of the wooden fowl. |
know on a personal level it is the one periodical that | look
forward to receiving in my post office box. Many times upon
opening my box, | will walk out of the post office, climb
into my vehicle, and read the entire issue before leaving
the parking lot.

| have been fortunate to have worked with Joe on
numerous articles and on my own Collector’s Profile article.
Working along with Joe as he edits and refines others’
words is an example of his dedication to our passion. The
professionalism and dignity of the magazine have brought
a new level of respect to those of us who are passionate
about our hobby.

| join with the thousands of subscribers and followers of
Decoy Magazine in congratulating Joe Engers on his
tremendous accomplishments and now this honor of being
named Honorary Chairman of this—the 34th anniversary of
the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum'’s Decoy and Wildlife
Art Festival.

BY C. JOHN SULLIVAN, JR.

Www.decoymuseum.com
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actively participates with show tables and
room-to-room trading. His unbiased cov-
erage in his editorials may have ruffled
some feathers because he is not afraid to
provide accurate coverage of any show
or to give a voice to his readership. In a
sense he has become a barometer of the
decoy market.”

His late friend and longtime magazine
contributor Jackson Parker was the first
person who offered Joe advice on col-
lecting, directing his attention to antique
decoys and *“schooling” him during the
initial auction previews he attended. “Pick
up and look at every one, he told me, and
that’s how you’ll learn. He
also counseled me about
the importance of original
paint and condition. When |
once commented that | was
attracted to Hurley Conklin
decoys, he suggested they
were ‘decorator decoys.’
He believed it was best to
collect decoys from the
‘Golden Age’ of waterfowl-
ing, as they have historical
as well as aesthetic value.”

That early advice stuck
with Joe, whose approach
to collecting is to buy good
examples of decoys that
you like. It is advice he
readily shares with new
collectors today. “Don’t buy something
that you have to make an excuse for,” he
says. “If it’s a good decoy and you put it
under your arm and walk around a decoy
show, someone will ask if it’s for sale.
That’s what you want to buy. I’ve never
considered buying decoys as spending
money. It’s like buying a savings bond. |
can point to it and say here’s the money
and sell it if 1 need to get it back. Taking
a two-week ski trip to Utah is spending
money. Buying a new pickup truck is
spending money. And that’s the advice
I give new collectors—no matter what
price range they find comfortable.”

Perhaps not surprisingly though, Joe
also encourages every new collector to
become a true student of decoys. “This
way,” he explains, “they don’t have to
rely entirely on the kindness of strangers,
or other collectors. Subscribe to Decoy
Magazine, buy books and back issues
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that serve your area of interest, read and
study the auction catalogs—and nowadays,
you don’t even have to buy them any-
more because they’re all available on the
Internet. Go to shows and auctions. Pick up
the decoys and actually look at them and
ask questions. At the shows, you can con-
verse with knowledgeable dealers, most of
whom want to work with educated collec-
tors. The auction previews are incredible
opportunities—you get to handle decoys
from all price ranges, and begin to get
an understanding of value. Once you’ve
looked at and studied three dozen Ira
Hudson black ducks, you start to get an

£€1 have developed a great
respect for all he has
done to support the decoy
collecting fraternity...

In a sense he has become

a barometer

of the decoy market. 73

understanding of the good ones. If you get
a chance to visit with other collectors, don’t
pass up the opportunity. Never be embar-
rassed to ask for advice. And most of all,
be patient and enjoy the journey, after all, a
hobby is supposed to be fun.”

Joe’s friend and longtime Decoy
Magazine contributor Allen Linkchorst
agrees, saying:

“If you are a collector, acquiring vin-
tage or contemporary decoys is indeed a
thrill. But, that thrill is greatly enhanced
when you can read about how your decoy
was made, information on the carver, and
where your decoy was used for hunting.
Joe’s contribution to decoy collecting and
the stories he publishes are keeping the
tradition alive.”

When asked to share one of the most
exciting events he was able to witness
on behalf of the magazine, Joe says that
“by far, it was the opportunity to attend
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the Sotheby’s auction of Jim McCleery’s
collection in New York City. We attended
the terrific seminars that preceded the
sale, were among a small group of col-
lectors who were invited to attend the
family banquet the night before the
auction in Sotheby’s private ballroom,
and we got to watch them sell $11 mil-
lion worth of decoys during the two-day
sale.” One of Joe’s greatest decoy disap-
pointments, however, occurred during that
same January 2000 sale, when in spite of
bidding as much as the cost of a European
luxury sedan, he was unsuccessful in
adding the incredible Gus Wilson eider
with the mussel in its
mouth to his collection.
“But man, was it excit-
ing!” he remembers
with a grin.

The constant travel
can be tough at times,
but Joe understands
that his attendance at
shows is one of the
most important aspects
of the job. It’s impor-
tant to promote the
magazine to potential
new subscribers, but
there is also the aspect
of what he refers to as
“missionary work”—
promoting the joys
of decoy collecting and providing new
enthusiasts with a comfort zone. Getting
into decoys, like any collectible field,
can be overwhelming, so he’s happy to
help new collectors navigate the hobby
and realize that they really can do it.
However, perhaps the most important part
of participating in shows is that it allows
Joe to share a real-time, first-hand report,
account and analysis of the decoy market,
both through the economic and social
aspects of the hobby. As the magazine of
record for the decoy collecting commu-
nity, Decoy Magazine is the only publica-
tion that provides that, and Joe takes great
pride in his personal involvement, not just
as a publisher but also as a collector.

Running what is largely a one-person
show, there are lots of balls that Joe must
constantly juggle, many ongoing pres-
sures and challenges, and some parts of
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the business he wishes he could avoid
altogether. “What 1 really do enjoy is
editing a good manuscript,” he says. As
Jim Trimble puts it, “the hardest part for
any writer, after doing all the research, is
to balance the ‘who, what, when, where,
why and how’ of the story with creative
flair and submit it all in a proper form.
Joe wears two hats—besides publisher,
he is also editor, tweaking the storyline
for grammar, without rewriting the story,
and cutting for fit. In my experience, it
has always been a good natured back and
forth of editorial changes, with an accord
always struck. The reward for me and for
all of Joe’s regular contributors has been
seeing stories that we researched and
wrote come alive in Decoy Magazine.”

Joe wholeheartedly agrees, pointing to
the “many successful collaborations we’ve
had that have resulted
in some of the best
articles that we’ve pub-
lished. Some that come
to mind include the
recent article on A.B.
Vance of Philadelphia,
identifying the maker
of the ‘Mr. X’ decoys,
and the one on Charles
Sumner Bunn. We’ve
also had some ter-
rific cover stories
on Chesapeake Bay
decoys. And for 35
years, we’ve yet to run
out of topics to write
about, so the challenge
is to keep that success
rate going forward.”
Joe believes that the
real mission of the magazine is to help
keep the interest in decoys alive. “It’s
incredibly satisfying when you open up
an envelope with a renewal check inside,
accompanied by a note that expresses, ‘We
love the magazine,” or “Keep up the good
work.” 1t’s humbling to know how much
pleasure the magazine has provided to so
many people.”

Looking ahead, Joe thinks that it’s hard
to make predictions about the future of the
decoy market. “There’s always the fear
that new collectors won’t pick up where
we left off,” he says, “but | don’t doubt
that their desirability as great examples of
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American folk sculpture will continue for
future generations. People do worry that
as some of the great collections hit the
auction block—and some great ones will
in the next ten years—that there won’t be
enough new collectors to absorb them and
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There is also the aspect of nes

what he refers to as

"missionary work"—
promoting the joys of decoy
collecting and providing
new enthusiasts with a

comfort zone.

that the prices could fall. My response, as a
collector, is that’s not the worst thing in the
world as I’ll be able to afford better birds.
And so far as what they’re worth when |
punch my ticket, that’s not my concern as |
will have enjoyed them tremendously over
the years and they will have given me joy
on a daily basis. It’s hard to ask for much
more than that.”

Looking back, Joe can think of a lot
of things he might have done differently,
but having come into decoys almost by
accident, and without any expectation that
they would actually become the focus of
his lifelong career, he has absolutely no
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regrets. “The first ten years | was practi-
cally groping to get my feet firmly on the
ground and comprehend just what this
hobby was all about,” he explains. “But Ill
never regret the decision to try and make
decoys my business. They’ve been very
good to me and I feel very appreciative that
they have been such a large part of my life.
I’d be happy to do it all over again.”

Joe is a conscientious caretaker of
the decoys in his collection, but more
than that, he is a leading steward of our
hobby, a custodian of its legacy and a
caretaker for its future. Through Joe’s
vision, hundreds of cover stories have
clarified, corrected and expanded upon
previously published research. Hundreds
more features, many uncovering never
before published information, have vastly
improved and increased the scholarship
and available literature. In
this regard, having led the
chronicling of America’s
waterfowling past for the
last 35 years, Joe Engers
had arguably as
great an impact on our
hobby as Joel Barber or
Bill Mackey. His name
belongs in the company
of these two men, and
alongside Hal Sorenson,
Adele Earnest and George
Starr.

“l don’t know that any
of my individual accom-
plishments would be con-
sidered great,” he says
humbly, “but I’'m proud
of what we’ve been able
to accomplish, especially
over such a long period of time, which is
sometimes hard for me to even imagine.”
Joe tries hard to avoid the limelight, and
regardless of how well they are deserved,
honors and profiles make him uncomfort-
able. He is happy to talk publicly and
at great length about the importance of
decoys and their rightful place in American
history and folk art whenever asked, but he
is just as happy to advance our hobby from
behind the scenes. He is quietly impact-
ful, unassuming but influential—a singular
enthusiast with an infectious optimism, and
a far reaching and wide ranging presence.
And he’s still got a lot more to do.
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1982
R. Madison Mitchell

| Havre de Grace, Maryland

2 1901-1993

R. Madison Mitchell was one of the most renowned and prolific decoy makers ever
known. Steve Ward, another celebrated carver, described Mr. Mitchell as making “the best
canvasback decoy on the Chesapeake Bay.” Waterfow! historians estimate that Mr. Mitchell
made over 100,000 finely crafted decoys. Mr. Mitchell left a large footprint in terms of his
~ surviving decoys, the Decoy Museum, the R. Madison Endowment Trust, the Decoy and
Wildlife Art Festival, and the countless decoy makers who learned the “Mitchell style” in his
shop. With the assistance of an old duplicating lathe, R. Madison Mitchell changed forever
the design and production of Upper Chesapeake Bay decoys. He, more so than anybody
else, made Havre de Grace “The Decoy Capital of the World”.

1983

Paul Gibson

Y Havre de Grace, Maryland

1902-1985

“Carving decoys here is like the water; it’s almost the same as your religion. It's what you
were brought up in. It’s how you were raised.” This is how the second Honorary Chairman
of the Festival described the relationship between Havre de Grace residents and decoys.
All of his decoys were hand-made until he bought Mr. Mitchell’s old lathe. Gibson's sturdy
decoys have chunky features and heads of white pine. He carved in the “Havre de Grace
style”, but the bodies and tails of his birds are thicker than usual and have shorter necks.
Gibson could carve any species, but was locally famous for his swans.
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1984

Charles Bryan

Middle River, Maryland
1920-2008

Charlie Bryan was born in Baltimore County, Maryland. He took a liking to hunting for
ducks and geese and became an avid water fowler on the Susquehanna Flats. At the age
of 36, he began to carve decoys and make bird silhouettes. When he first started making
decoys, he had never seen anybody do it. He later met Madison Mitchell and eventually
made other carving friends in Havre de Grace. Over the next fifty years, Charlie became a
skilled and well-known carver in the Havre de Grace style.

1985

No Honorary Chairman

198¢€
Robert “Bob” Litzenberg

Elkton, Maryland
1910-1997

Bob Litzenberg started with a love of hunting. He was raised four miles from the Elk River
near Elkton and began hunting in the Depression era. During his lifetime, he hunted ducks
by bushwhacking, from a sinkbox, and from a duck blind. As with most people at that time,
he didn’t have much money. If he was going to hunt, he needed to make his own decoys.
He eventually met and befriended noted carver Will Heverin who hand chopped his own
bodies and carved his own heads with a knife. Litzenberg followed suit and never did use a
machine to make a decoy.

1987

Charles “Speed” Joiner, Jr.

Chestertown, Maryland

1921-2015

The decoy world lost another master on March 13th, just as this issue of The Canvasback
was being finalized. Charlie’s nickname of “Speed” is usually attributed to his deft skill at carv-
ing and painting; however, he claimed that he inherited it from his father and that its real
origin is unknown. Speed began decoy making as a teenager and is regarded as one of the
most interesting and important carvers of the Upper Chesapeake Bay. In his own words, “I've
carved a few ducks”. With over 40,000 working decoys and an unknown number of miniature
and half size decoys to his credit, he considered the canvasback to be his carving specialty.
Charlie was a long-time friend of legendary carvers R. Madison Mitchell and Steve and Lem
Ward whose style of carving and painting inspired his own. Speed has now passed on to join
the pantheon of legendary carvers and decoy artists. He was a Charter Member of the Decoy
Museum and one of our most devoted supporters from the beginning. We are diminished by
Speed'’s passing, but we were greatly enriched by that part of his life that he shared with us.
He will never be forgotten.
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1988
Captain Harry Jobes

Aberdeen, Maryland
Born 1936

Born in Havre de Grace, Harry Jobes spent considerable time in the shops of decoy
makers Charles Nelson Barnard and Jim Currier. After Barnard died, he worked for
Madison Mitchell for 28 years and says he was influenced the most by his painting and
carving. Like his fellow carvers, making decoys was an avocation. He spent much of his life
working on research vessels and piloting a patrol boat at Aberdeen Proving Ground. He is
easily spotted at shows and other events in his signature outfit of Panama hat, suspenders,
duck pants, and hand knitted “Captain Jobes” sweaters.

1989

Captain William E.
“Bill” Collins

Centreville, Maryland

Born 1949

Born at Perry Point and raised in Perryville, Bill Collins began hunting and repairing
decoys at an early age under the encouragement and tutelage of his older brother. Not long
after graduating from high school, Madison Mitchell hired him for a job in his funeral home
and then informed him that they would be working in the decoy shop between funeral
duties. In 1981, Collins bought the Mitchell shop and opened it as Upper Chesapeake Bay
Decoys. In 1987, Collins sold Mitchell’s lathe, machine tools, and fixtures to the Decoy
Museum, and the shop was reconstructed on the Museum property.

1990

Captain Roger Urie

Rock Hall, Maryland
1933-2002

At thirteen, Roger Urie began painting and making decoy bodies and heads for Captain
John Glen, his next-door neighbor. His father, Captain Jess Urie, also started to make decoys,
and Roger showed him how to mix colors. They used Glen’s patterns initially and later
designed their own with a flat bottom. In 1955, Roger built “a decoy machine”, and all the
bodies were turned on the lathe after that. In 1967, the Uries started to make miniature
decoys. Urie decoys were all signed by Captain Jess Urie until his death in 1978. Following
that, Roger made only miniature decoys.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29
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Alan B. Page

Leaning Tree Game Calls
10580 0ld Mintz Hwy
Garland NC 28441
910-249-3001
pagealanb@gmail.com

110

Jim Pierce

Pierce’s Decoys

318 N. Lapidum Rd

Havre de Grace MD 21078
410-939-2272
cnvsback1@comcast.net

@ 166, 167, 168

Ellis Porter

23 Topeka Rd
Conowingo MD 21918
410-658-9593

@ 187

Karen C. Pruitt

PO Box 978
Nassawadox VA 17566
757-442-2727
pruitt3j@esva.net

184, 185

Marshall Purner
20 West Church Point Rd
North East MD 21901

@ 049, 054

Dick Robinson
Robinson Decoys
1319 Plymouth Rd
Bel Air MD 21015
410-838-7545
Lrobin0815@msn.com

@ 058, 0059

26
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Beverly & Phil Ryser
Birdwing Studios

140 Rumson Place

Little Silver N) 07739
732-890-5673
birdwingstudios@verizon.net

079, 083, 084

Allan Schauber

9334 Earl Nicholson Rd
Chestertown MD 21620
410-778-2146
mddecoy12@hotmail.com

153

Bill Schauber
Counterfeit Ducks

808 Truslow Rd
Chestertown MD 21620
410-778-6991

® =

Manfred Scheel

911 0ld Bethlehem Rd
Quakertown PA 18951
215-536-7774

®m

Lloyd Sheats

84 Dodge Drive
Smyrna DE 19977
302-547-6516
smsheats@aol.com

@ 069, 070

Mike Smyser

Mike Smyser Decoys

50 Mt Hebron Rd

Mt Wolf PA 17347
717-870-7878
mike@runamuckdecoys.com

@ 139, 140

www. decoymuseum. com

@ Havre de Grace Middle School, Lewis Street
Havre de Grace Activity Center, Lewis Street

Al Stickney

AB Frost Collection

70 West Lane Pound Ridge
NY 10576

914-764-9125
albertstickney@hotmail.com

174, 175

Joe Subolefsky

1615 Deerfield Rd
Darlington MD 21034
443-206-3248
mdwhitetail@yahoo.com
CamoCamera.com

@

C. John Ssullivan, Jr.
PO Box 193

Fallston MD 21047
410-790-4727
jsullivans@verizon.net

@ 067, 072

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32

Foring Canvasback 2015



Havre de Grace
Decoy Museum
p . B

Winners drawn at 3:30p.m.

Second Prize: — Sunday May 3%, during the

L ‘ » o -l th

| Pair of Miniature 34" Annual Havre de Grace

| Canvasbacks by Charles Decoy & Wildlife Art Festival
at the Havre de Grace

Middle School. You do not

need to be present to win.

— - > $5.00 each
Fifth Prize: > $25.00 for 6
= Mallard Drake by
- Capt. Harry Jobes > $40.00 for 10

First Prize:

Third Prize:
Common Merganser

Drake by Jim Pierce Fourth Prize:
el Ring-necked Drake

by John Meredith = -

Tickets are available at the
Museum and have been mailed
to members.

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE
HAVRE DE GRACE DECOY MUSEUM.

e Carver profiles
_ [CJONE YEAR, SEVEN ISSUES .......oooeoeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeenes $40.00
e Features on carving
regions, fish decoys I TWO YEARS, FOURTEEN ISSUES ........oovveererreeeenanes $72.00
and sporting art [ CANADA, ONE YEAR (U.S. FUNDS) .....ccoooerrvererinnnn $55.00
° Comp|ete auction [ JCANADA, TWO YEARS (U.S. FUNDS) ...oeeeeeeeeeen. $100.00
- coverage [J FORIEGN SUBSCRIBERS, PER YEAR (AIRMAIL)........... $75.00
T s__’ e Classified sections for LISAMPLE ...oooovmmeeeeeeeeeemssseseeeeeessssss e sssssssssssesseseenes $9.95
‘L; - . .
DE(.&}' > buying, selling, and
m - trading
Q/f;ﬂ'fw?? g s _
‘ ¢ National calendar of all Send Check Or Money Order Payable To:
- ;"-' decoy shows DECOY MAGAZINE
= A P.0. BOx 787 « Lewes, De 19958 e 302-644-9001
* Full-color photographs  visa and Mastercard Accepted
*‘ of over 80 decoys Decoymag@Aol.com « Www.decoymag.com
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1901 N. Fountain Green Rd.
Bel Air, MD 21015-1411

410-893-2822 » Fax 410-803-0442

Jerry W. Rutkowski, C.I.P.E.

jerry@jridesign.net

www.jrldesign.net

COMMITMENT

At RBC Wealth Management, one of our core values is
service. We express this value by building meaningful
relationships with the clients and communities we
serve. We get involved in the community because we
recognize that the strength of our business is directly
related to the well-being of the communities where
we live and work. This commitment is reflected in our
proud sponsorship of the Canvasback.

There’s Wealth in Our Approach™

Todd Pauliny
First Vice President - Financial Advisor

111 Fulford Ave B @ Bel Air, MD 21014
443-402-2226 phone
todd.pauliny@rbc.com

% RBC Wealth Management
RBCHA

© 2013 RBC Wealth Management, a division of
RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.
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Our 2015
FESTIVAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Carving Competitions Dale Heitcamp
Bill Veasey
George Williams

Brian Lilly
Exhibitor Breakfast

Exhibitor & Sponsor Reception MacGregor’s Restaurant
Patrick & Jeannie Vincenti

Jeannie Vincenti

Festival Chairman Patrick Vincenti

Festival Coordinator Margaret Jones

Finances Ralph Hockman

Mindy Elledge

Bruce Bitner
Terri Hobson

Food & Beverage Service

Havre de Grace Activity Center Karen Green

Hospitality Rooms Carol Itter
Information Tables Pat Hockman

Patrick Vincenti
Chandra P. Krantz

C. John Sullivan, Jr.

Marketing
Middle School Principal
Museum Consultant

Museum Curator Virginia Sanders

0ld Decoy Contest Jim Trimble
Joe Engers

Security Havre de Grace Police Department
Silent Auction Pat Hockman
Nora Bye

Mary Cowan

Special Programs Delta Dogs

Raptor’s Eye
The Canvasback—Festival Issue Jim Carroll

Volunteer Coordinator Madelyn Shank
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1991

James Pierce

Havre de Grace, Maryland

Born 1934

Jim Pierce was raised two blocks from Paul Gibson’s shop, and his grandfather lived next
door to Bob McGaw’s. He and his friend Harry Jobes visited Madison Mitchell’s shop where
Jim worked doing “a little bit of everything”. He later set up his own shop where he and his
son Charlie continue to work and train younger men, as Mitchell trained him. Jim describes
his style of carving as the Flats Connection: “The body and head are patterned after a Holly,
and | use McGaw and Heverin painting.” In 1980, he agreed to help some friends put
together a decoy festival in Havre de Grace using the profits to start a decoy museum. The
first Havre de Grace Decoy and Wildlife Art Festival was held in 1981. When the Havre de
Grace Decoy Museum opened in 1986, Jim was named president.

1992

James A. “Jim” Currier

Havre de Grace, Maryland

1886-1971

Jim Currier is one of the most prominent carvers of the Susquehanna Flats, widely known
for navigating the Susquehanna Flats in his 40-foot boat to serve the Northern “sports” who
came down to hunt canvasbacks. He carved his decoys in a workshop behind his house,
working alone. Bodies were hand chopped and finished with a drawknife. Most of his
decoys portray low head or contented positions, but with some high-necked canvasbacks.
The distinctive heads and feather-like painting set Currier’s decoys apart from others. Very
few of his decoys are left in the area.

1993
Bill Schauber

Chestertown, Maryland

Born 1938
Allan Schauber

Chestertown, Maryland

Born 1957

The Schaubers are father and son, but they do not make decoys together. They have
similar painting styles, but father Bill focuses on full-size decoys while Allan, who grew up
watching his father make decoys, produces miniatures and half-sizes. Learning from his
father was somewhat complicated by the fact that Allan is left-handed and his father is
right-handed. Bill and Allan both claim to be strongly influenced by their mentor Charlie
Joiner, and they all three span the transition from working decoys to the “slick” decorative
decoys so prized today.
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Maryland collectors/vendors (I to r)
Chuck Usilton, Charles Pierce and
Pennsylvania collector/vendor Jeremy
Houser.

8 Annual

SUSQUEHANNA FLATS
Chéstage Plunting & Gisting Collectitlea Shon

by Jim Trimble

his show kicks-off the new year
I of multiple decoy shows for the
mid-Atlantic waterfowl collector. It
was held January 24th at the Level VFC’s
fire hall located just outside the waterfront
community of Havre de Grace, Maryland.
Show proceeds benefitted the fire company
and the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum.
Table count was up from years past with
approximately 100 tables filled with vin-
tage hunting and oyster/fishing stuffs that
greeted approximately 600 paying visitors
who passed through the front door. Raffle
item winners were announced periodically
throughout the day. Year after year, this
show always seems to face a weather event
and this year was no different with
the eager collector facing slip-
pery roads and slush condi-
tions. Show organizers
Pat Vincenti and Chuck
Usilton are seasoned
decoy collectors, who,
along with their respec-
tive wives, run a good
show with emphasis on
vintage. Vincenti also
serves as president of the

Havre de Grace Decoy
Museum. Vincenti and
Usilton also worked
as vendors with nice
offerings of old upper
Chesapeake Bay
decoys.

The venue is large,
well lit and with
plenty of passage way
for the large crowd
that browsed, chatted
and purchased as they worked their way
through the numerous rows of tables. A
large contingent of the Potomac Decoy
Collectors’ group attended as they were
meeting late that afternoon at the museum
to shut down their teal display, and open
their new bufflehead display of approxi-
mately 60 dippers, comprised of both vin-
tage and contemporary birds.

Carver/historian Jim Pierce along with
son Charles displayed a good mix of old
Chesapeake Bay canvasbacks from a
variety of makers; all of them pre-sold for
delivery at the show. The affable senior
Pierce is always a favorite go-to individual
to opine and discuss upper Chesapeake Bay

Maryland collector Rob Knight found a large wooden wall hanger with finely painted
mallards by early Pennsylvania wildlife artist George Wilmer Reinbold.

Maryland vendor/collector John
Sullivan holding one of his
decoys from the C.A. Post rig.

waterfowling history.....and
from time to time, it looked
like he was holding court
with small crowds of col-
lectors interested in what he
had to say. Zeb & son Josh
Barfield were on hand with
displays of decoys for their
forthcoming Sportsman
auction to be held February
27/28, on Virginia’s Eastern
Shore. We were pleased to see Maryland
collector John Collier return as a vendor
this year, and as usual, his table did not dis-
appoint. Waterfow! historian, collector and
book author John Sullivan displayed four
of five flat-bottomed canvasbacks, some
with keels, some flat-bottomed wing ducks,
from the Post rig. C.A. Post was a wealthy
New Yorker from the turn of two-centuries
back, who was an original member of the
upper bay’s Spesutia Island Rod & Gun
Club. For the most part, show vendors
were pleased with the buying crowd.
Many/most of these same vendors will par-
ticipate in the East Coast Decoy Collector’s
forthcoming April 10 & 11 show. B

Maryland collector Art Oertel
talking ducks with Maryland
collector/vendor Pat Vincenti.

Maryland collector/vendor John
Collier, besides old Chesapeake
ducks, had a nice assortment of
contemporary shorebirds.

30
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Virginia vendor/collector Randy Futty with
a table full of Maryland decoys. Futty, the
grandson of an early Cecil County market
gunner, returns to this show each year.
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1994
Robert F. McGaw, Jr.

Havre de Grace, Maryland

1879-1958

Born on Spesutie Island, Bob McGaw and his wife moved to Havre de Grace in 1919 and set up two decoy shops behind their
house. In 1929, he bought an old rifle-stock duplicating lathe and was reputedly the first local carver to use such a machine in
the production of decoys. That lathe was later sold to Madison Mitchell and then to Captain Bill Collins who sold it to the Havre
de Grace Decoy Museum. McGaw’s painting style reflects the influences of Sam Barnes and the Holly family and is said by C.
John Sullivan to be “among the most realistic to ever float on the Susquehanna Flats.”

1995

J. Evans McKinney

Elkton, Maryland
1913-2000

Evans McKinney was a native of Elkton where he began both gunning and decoy collect-
ing in 1927. McKinney met and made friends with master decoy maker Will Heverin. The
hours he spent observing his mentor came in very handy, and McKinney decided in 1944 to
try his own hand at it. He typically hand chopped his decoys, except for a period in the early
fifties when he traded blocks of wood to Madison Mitchell for turned bodies. McKinney put
together a collection of over 500 decoys and published his signature book “Decoys of the
Susquehanna Flats and Their Makers” in 1987.

1996
Harry V. Shourds, Il

Linwood, New Jersey

Born 1929

The first Honorary Chairman from outside Maryland, Shourds is a third generation
carver and the grandson of the noted carver Harry V. Shourds (1861-1920) of Tuckerton,
New Jersey. He started carving as a teenager in his father’s decoy shop observing how it
was done by a man who was considered by many to be the finest decoy maker in the New
Jersey. Harry carves a classic hollow Barnegat Bay working decoy, like those of his father and
grandfather, hand-chopping bodies from western cedar. He also carves several species of
shorebirds, some miniatures, and songbirds.
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Mary Ellen Terziu

M. E. Designs

1222 Perryman Rd Apt 207
Aberdeen MD 21001

® m

Harry Richard Tillman Jr
Tilly’s Tyes

161 River Run

Queenstown MD 21658
410-596-3907

@ 031

Paul Treadway

Paul Treadway Fine Art
26381 Timber Creek Lane
Millsboro DE 19966
443-322-6514
petreadway@gmail.com

138

Mary Lou Troutman

PO Box 230 49510 Lois Lane
Dameron MD 20628
301-872-5807
marytroutman@gmail.com

141, 142

Upper Bay Museum

PO Box 275

North East MD 21901
info@upperbaymuseum.org

164, 165

Chuck Usilton

1119 Dr. Jack Road
Conowingo MD 21918
410-378-3528

@ 094

32
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Mike Vied

Rustic Turning

602 Cambria Street
Middletown DE 19709
302-562-2412
vied54@gmail.com

148

Patrick Vincenti
Vincenti Decoys

303 West Lane
Churchville MD 21028
410-734-7709
pat@vincentidecoys.com

@ 043, 044, 047, 048

Dave Walker

Walker Decoys

221 Lapidum Rd

Havre de Grace MD 21078
410-939-4310

@ 013, 014, 015

Ed Wallace

PO Box 125
Galena MD 21635
410-648-6965

@ 060

Cinda & John Walls

Knotts Knives by “Cousins” LLC
5549 Spinnaker Drive

Salisbury MD 21801
410-546-1635
knottskn@verizon.net

Lobby

William Watson

Sons of the Conferate Veterans
132 W. Aztec St

Aberdeen MD 21001
410-273-1240
linwats2@msn.com

@ outside

www. decoymuseum. com

@ Havre de Grace Middle School, Lewis Street

Havre de Grace Activity Center, Lewis Street

Brad Wiley

578 Wildlife Drive
New Castle PA 16101
724-924-2619
brad@bradwiley.com

099, 100

Chris Worch

PO Box 2256
Leonardtown MD 20650
301-475-9258
rcworch1@verizon.net

@ 042, 037

Stan Zack

Forever Birds

1407 Marywood Dr
Bel Air MD 21014
410-459-4795
terizack1@verizon.net

@ Outside
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1997

Ronald Rue

Cambridge, Maryland
1931-2005

Ron Rue made his first decoys as a teenager around 1948. His first decorative decoy was
a merganser he made in 1953 or 1954. He was so proud of it he took it to Lem and Steve
Ward of Crisfield, Maryland, which was the start of an enduring friendship. Their mentoring
influenced his carving and painting. He carved most species of shorebirds and waterfowl, all
hand chopped. Rue’s carvings won many awards in the major East Coast contests, and he
passed along his expertise by judging competitions or teaching others how to carve, which
he enjoyed for over 30 years.

1998
Lem Ward

Crisfield, Maryland
1896-1984

Steve Ward

Crisfield, Maryland
1895-1976

The two Ward brothers, barbers by occupation, are regarded by many as the founders of
this folk art form. It is said they produced more than 25,000 decoys and decorative birds. At
first, carving decoys was just spare-time handiwork, but word got out and business began
to grow. They never advertised except for a sign outside their shop saying “L.T. Ward &
Bro.—Wildlife Counterfeiters in Wood.” Steve did the carving, and Lem did the painting.
The Ward Foundation in Salisbury, formed in their honor to exhibit their work, opened the
Ward Museum in 1977. The Museum director at the time said, “Lem and Steve Ward were
two of the most important men in American art history.”

1999

Oliver “Tutsy” Lawson

Crisfield, Maryland
Born 1938

Tutsy Lawson began making decoys when he was ten or twelve, spending his spare time
with his neighbors Lem and Steve Ward watching them carve and paint decoys. By the age
of seventeen Lawson was earning good money carving and painting full size and miniature
decoys. Tutsy works from nature, reference books, and bird skins. He carves waterfowl,
shorebirds, upland game, and songbirds and, on occasion, crabs and other wildlife. His tools
include a hatchet, chisels, and knives, but what sets him apart from most of his colleagues
is his talent for painting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 37
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THE 2280 ANNUAL

R. Madison Mitchell

Endowment Trust Banquet

The Board of the Trust rec-
ognized many people for their
valuable contributions, not just
of money, but also of time and
effort. The silent auction, live
auction, and raffles drew gen-
erous participation, and a fun
evening was enjoyed by all to

memorable event.

support a cause dear to every-
one’s heart.

One of the highlights of the
evening was the presentation
by the Harford County Council
and County Executive Barry
Glassman of a Harford County
Living Treasure award to Mr.

Mitchell’s daughter and son,
Madelyn Mitchell Shank and
R. Madison Mitchell, Jr.

The Museum was also the
grateful recipient of a gener-
ous $4,200 cash donation from
Delta Waterfowl and three very
special gifts conveyed to the

The 2015 R. Madison Mitchell Endowment Trust banquet was

held at the Bayou Restaurant on Friday, March 6th. Heavy snow
Wednesday night and all day Thursday had us worried, but the
Bayou Restaurant was packed with 250 loyal supporters who came
from Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Virginia to make it a

Museum by the Endowment: a
Charles Perdew Mallard Drake
from Mike and Trudy Boxer, a
pair of miniature Bob McGaw
canvashacks from Lawrason
Sayre, and an 18th century
powder horn from Katherine
Johnson.

R. Madison Mitchell was not only one of the most famous and prolific decoy carvers of the past 200 years,
he was also a driving force behind the creation of the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum and the Decoy and
Wildlife Art Festival, now in its 34th year, where he was recognized as the first Honorary Chairman.

He established the Endowment Trust before his death in 1993.




The R. Madison Mitchell
Endowment Trust, a charitable
corporation, was established
by Mr. Mitchell to provide a
permanent, long-range source
of support to the Havre de
Grace Decoy Museum. The

Trust exists solely to aid the

Soring @

Decoy Museum’s acquisition,
interpretation, and preserva-
tion of decoys, waterfowl
artifacts, and other appropriate
projects. Mr. Mitchell’s origi-
nal goal was to raise $50,000
in order to begin to give back
to the Museum. He thought

that would take about seven
years—but it only took three
years. To date, the Trust has
raised over $1 million. Mr.
Mitchell would be enormously
gratified by the support given
to his modest ambition.

The Endowment is vital
to the future of the Decoy
Museum, so thanks to everyone
who contributed, attended, or
otherwise helped make the
banquet another successful fun-
draiser for both the Endowment
and the Museum. B

gecoymuseum.com




PIERCE'S DECOYS

Collector & Carver of

GUNNING DECOYS

MALE I THE FINE UPPER BAY TAAMHTION

Jim Piarce
318 N, Lapidum Rd.
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078

{410) 939-2272

Rory G. White
Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

218 S. Union Avenue

P.O. Box 338

Havre de Grace, MD 21078

Bus. 410-939-5270 Fax 410-939-5271
TF. 800-755-4537
rory.white @ edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

VINCENTI DECOYS

Store-Jeannie
353 Pennington Ave.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078

410-734-7709

Decoy Shop-Pat
303 West Lane
Churchville, MD 21028

410-734-6238

www.vincentidecoys.com

Lyons Pharmacy

Prescription Medicines

Gifts « Candles » Souvenirs » Home Decor

410-939-4545

328 St. John Street
Havre de Grace, MD 21078

www.lyonspharmacy.com

DO WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS? Email is faster, cheaper, and saves resources.
Please email Bonnie Castillo at Membership@DecoyMuseum.com with four simple words: “Here’s my email address.”

STOCKSON
PRINTING CO.

410.838.6740
410.879.6338
FAX.410.838.6743

INFO@STOCKSONPRINTING.COM
36 NORTH MAIN ST.
BEL AIR, MD 21014

PY Combining Direct
B t st Mail Production
rl e a,r with On Demand Printing

Business Communication Experts

We create unique documents with customized
messages for each customer and combine it

with our expertise in direct mail production.

Want to know more? Please click or call: www.britestarbusiness.com
1305-B Governor Ct. | Abingdon, MD 21009 | p. 410.679.0441 | f.410.679.1275

Self-publishing
doenimean ylone.

Print. ebooks. Illlustrations.

Award-winning book designs.
What you hope working with a designer
could be.

See for yourself.

iDesignGraphicsonline.com

36 www.decoymuseum.com

Heppner Imaging

Where Art Meets Technology

Terri Shepke-Heppner Leo Heppner
410-530-9711 443-421-1662

www.leoheppnerphotography.com
leopictureman@gmail.com

P.0. Box 239, Havre de Grace, MD 21078

When it comes to quality, value and selection, no one comes close

Heppner Imaging...has it all
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2000
The Holly Family

Havre de Grace, Maryland
John “Daddy” Holly (1818-1892);
William W. Holly (1847-1925);
James T. Holly (1849-1935);

and John W. Holly, jr. (1851-1927)

John “Daddy” Holly and his three sons were the innovators of the “Havre de Grace style” and made decoys in the tens of
thousands. Daddy was making decoys by the early 1850s, and the Holly men worked closely together producing decoys from
then well into the 20th century. Jim was a market gunner and made decoys for his use and for sale to local gunners. He refined his
father’s style, gaining a national reputation that placed him in the forefront of Upper Chesapeake makers. Chad Tragakis writes,
“If Havre de Grace, Maryland, is indeed the ‘Decoy Capital of the World’, then its ‘First Family’ would have to be the Hollys.”

2001

Charles Nelson Barnard

Havre de Grace, Maryland

1876-1958

Charles Nelson Barnard was taken out of school in the fifth grade to work on his sea-
captain father’s scow. There is no record of when he began carving, but it is believed that
he worked alone on most of his decoys. His production probably consisted of only a few
thousand pieces, and his work is in demand among collectors. He most enjoyed making
miniature birds, some only an inch and a half long. His best-known works are his high neck
canvasbacks. C. John Sullivan says, “Barnard birds achieved (better than any) the true look
of a canvasback duck.”

2002

Patrick Vincenti

Churchville, Maryland
Born 1954

Pat’s family moved from New Jersey to Havre de Grace when he was a baby. In 1975,
he went to work part-time in Madison Mitchell’s decoy shop and set up his own shop in
Churchville a year later. Pat began carving full-time in 1986 and was joined in 1987 by
Captain Bill Collins, who described Vincenti as “the best painter of production decoys in the
Upper Bay region.” He turns out approximately 1200 decoys a year—mostly for collectors.
Pat has long been a member of the Board of Directors of both the Havre de Grace Decoy
Museum, currently serving as its President, and of the R. Madison Mitchell Endowment
Trust, currently serving as its Treasurer.
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CALL USFIRST

%
winter gardens

Fresh Foods Naturally ™

Visit Our Outlet Store

Located in the heart of
South Central PA, Winter
Gardens Outlet Store offers
over 300 fresh and
frozen products. Let us

Ferrell Fuél éo., II;C.

Locally Owned and Operated

help you find and create

your favorite dishes.

Heating Oil » Diesel Fuel » Gasoline * Kerosene * Propane

Toll Free 1-800-924-9478
410-272-4650 « 410-575-7083

PO Box 850 ¢ 607 Old Philadelphia Road, Aberdeen, MD 21001

www.ferrellfuel.com

A * 7176244911
m
facebook.com/wintergardens.qualityfoods

Hostetter Agency, Inc.
206 West Bel Air Avenue
Aberdeen, MD 21001

Hostetter Agency, Inc. provides
dependable service & fair, comparably
priced insurance coverage:

¢ Home ¢ Business

¢ Life ¢ Health

e Auto e Disability
® Long Term Care

For a friendly consultation about HOSTETTER

your insurance needs please call, A G E NC Y
fax or email:

410-272-6110

Fax: 410-272-3057
Email: insure(@hostetteragency.com
URL: www.hostetteragency.com
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2003
Ned Mayne

Vienna, Maryland

Born 1954

Ned Mayne is known for his decorative decoys, 75% of which are cork. He also has
a reputation as a painter — his painting of a pair of black ducks was chosen for the first
Delaware duck stamp. Ned began hunting with his father as a child and started carving
because of his need for decoys. His interest in environmental issues now causes him to spend
a lot of time in Dover, Delaware. Mayne has stopped hunting waterfowl because of steel
shot regulations claiming, “It is a crippler of ducks and geese, and it is a sin to shoot them
without killing cleanly.”

2004

Grayson Chesser

Jenkins Bridge, Virginia

Born 1947

Grayson Chesser is a carver and collector on Virginia’s Eastern Shore who acquired an
interest in decoys at about age 12. He began carving seriously in 1976, and has carved
full-time since 1984. Chesser carves hollow decoys designed to look as if they are old and
hunted over even though most will never be on the water. He uses machinery to cut out the
bodies, but finishes them with hand tools. Chesser has appeared on PBS, has judged Federal
Duck Stamp competitions, has had decoy exhibitions at the Smithsonian, and co-authored
a book titled “Making Decoys the Century-Old Way”.

2005

Jim Britton

Reedville, Virginia

Born 1934

Jim Britton carves “a hundred or so birds” per year in a workshop separate from his house
near Reedville. His flat-bottomed birds are made to look like working decoys, but they are
shaped and painted with the detail required for display. Knowing that his birds will most
likely never go in the water, he gives more attention to detail and paint since he does not
have to spend time on flotation or the placement of weights. Though he prefers diving
ducks, Britton also carves “tippers”, herons, egrets, pelicans, and some songbirds.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 41
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Harf olr;gnk

MEMBER

FDIC =@m =l
LENDER

Visit us online at www.harfordbank.com

or call 410-272-5000

ANNUAL

Sporting Clays

Classic

SATURDAY

JUNE 20, 2015

Pintail Point
Queenstown, Maryland.

Event to be governed by NSCA Rules —
Lewis Class System will be used.

Downsizing?
Changing your collection?

If you have decoys, wildlife art, and waterfowling
memorabilia packed away in closets, attics, garages, and
basements that you just do not know what to do with —
please consider donating these items to the museum.

The Decoy Museum can turn your unwanted items into
much-needed operating revenue. In-kind gifts will be
gratefully received by the Museum and will help perserve
history for generations to come.

Call us at

410-939-3739.

We will be happy to
make any necessary
arrangements.

2€cov uscut
You may be able you to take a tax

deduction for the charitable donation.
IRS regulations prohibit us from

appraising donated items.

40 www.decoymuseum.com

Flock to the Shop!

BEEN TO THE GIFT SHOP LATELY?

Our offerings range from collectible to whimsical and
everything in between. Books and blankets. Christmas tree
ornaments and tee shirts. Get a Decoy Museum hat or a mug
and help spread the word.

There is something for everyone. Whether it's a birthday or a
holiday or no special day at all... come browse.

Located inside the HdG Decoy Museum
And remember that members get a discount in the Gift Shop!

Foring Canvasback 2015
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HONORARY CHAIRMEN

2006

George Williams

Dover, Delaware

Born 1942

George Williams has been making decoys for about 40 years, mostly from shop space
in his home. Like so many other decoy makers, he figured it would be cheaper to make his
own gunning decoys. The bodies are cork and the heads and tails are cedar. George finds
that cork carves faster, sits better in the water, and is easier to repair when it gets shot. He
was inspired by Madison Mitchell, Roger Urie, and the Ward Brothers and makes over 150
decoys per year—"pretty much everything in the Atlantic flyway.” He encourages younger
carvers, preferring to “mentor rather than teach.”

2007

Joseph Coudon of H

Perryville, Maryland
1860-1947

Joseph Coudon was a gentleman farmer and truly a renaissance man. He started carv-
ing birds and making decoys when he was still in his teens and created some of America’s
finest waterfowl art. Coudon’s solid-body decoys—primarily canvasbacks—were typical of
Cecil County style with flat bottoms and squat, undersized, compact bodies that slope gen-
tly downward into a broad tail. He made about 300-500 per year. Coudon is also widely
accepted as the originator of the Chesapeake Bay-style folding silhouette decoy. They are
wonderfully folky and a joy to behold.

2008
Bryon Bodt

Churchville, Maryland
Born 1963

Bryon Bodt began carving decoys as a teenager in 1977 and spent three years in the
early 1980s as an apprentice to Havre de Grace decoy maker Jim Pierce. Bryon's present style
is also patterned after R. Madison Mitchell, Paul Gibson, Charlie Bryan, and Bob McGaw. He
and his father, Bernie, produce over 20 species of ducks, as well as geese, heron, and swans.
Bryon is featured in the book “Upper Chesapeake Bay Decoys and Their Makers” and has
displayed his decoys at many shows and festivals. His decoys have been selected as part of
the Maryland Ducks Unlimited state art package several times.
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:
Get involved with the Decoyiviusetm L
We are grateful for the generous'support /}

of our volunteers.

What do you like to do?

Can you lead tours... explain decoy making and the history
of the Flats... present programs for school children... greet
visitors at the information desk...assist in the gift shop...
help our curator on special projects... provide carving
demonstrations...plan events...maintain_I'I_' systems... do
exhibit signage and creative work: fundraising
and membership... organize cha

Contact the Decoy Museum Today to Join the Flock 410-939-37

Now offering OTIS IRWIN
100% custom &at

designed rugs.

Ontario Printing C ompany

PFHNTI:NG oF ALL KINDS

410-939-5896 551 FOUNTAIN ST.
410-939-7887 FAX HAVRE DE GRACE, MD.

Email. ontarioprintingf@verizon. net

There is no limit to

your imagination!

Carpet By The Yard 930..
E¥E ASSUCIATES Fax 410-939-6555

E{i...r.-g p;;i;ﬁﬂ.‘ MERICA —/SEIDENBERG 2023 Pulaski Highway
ﬂﬂ ng 1& 4\ P R_DT Z KD Havre de Graiel,oli/sl)lggz_é%&;

i 520 Upper Cheaspeake Drive

Charlie Packard P e s

J. A. Seidenberg, M.D., FA.C.S. Bel Air, MD 21014

Phone: (410) 272-8440 » Fax: (410) 676-1937 Effﬁ;dekPCrﬁitS(g_g'D‘ Fax Ay
David D. Reed, O.D., FA.A.O.

James E. Stottlemyer, O.D., FA.A.O. 360 East Pulaski Highway

Of Aberdeen Plauma Scott M. Smearman, O.D., FA.A.O. Suite 1

. L Elkton, MD 21921
Aberdeen. MD 21001 Michael R. Trottini, O.D. 410-620-3600

cpackand@chinrtiepackards Nooringamerics.coc Visit our website @ www.visionexperts.com Fax 410-620-3838

www.charlispackardsflooringamerica.com

a2 www.decoymuseum.com Soring Canvasback 2015
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HONORARY CHAIRMEN

2009
Bill Veasey

Elkton, Maryland
Born 1932

Bill Veasey got his start when his brother-in-law, an accomplished artist in his own right,
insisted Bill meet the late Pennsylvania carver, Harry Waite. Bill works with students and
teaches them the basics of carving a traditional hunting decoy. He has written and published
fourteen books about carving and painting, and he has helped other authors get over two
hundred additional books published. Exhibiting his unique working and decorative decoys is
one of Bill's joys. He says, “The important thing is that we preserve this legacy.” Bill currently
serves on the Board of Directors for the Decoy Museum.

2010

Dave Walker

Havre de Grace, Maryland

Born 1958

Dave Walker began carving at fourteen. He would ride his bike to Jim Pierce’s shop where
he did the “dirty work” and learned from the bottom up. Dave also worked at the shop of
R. Madison Mitchell and knew all the carvers who came through the doors to work or to
talk and share. Dave says that each of the carvers “was a mentor in his own way.” Charlie
Joiner took Dave under his wing and showed him how to transition from working decoys to
decorative decoys. He learned many secrets from Joiner who, in turn, had learned from the
Ward Brothers. Dave is a past Director of the Decoy Museum.

2011

Thomas Humberstone

Skaneateles, New York

Born 1946

Tom Humberstone is from an area that is home to many migrating waterfowl. Tom start-
ed hunting in 1965 and became an avid waterfowler, collector, and carver. He carves in the
style of the St. Lawrence River carvers and has produced many different species since 1975,
preferring black ducks and canvasbacks. He was inducted into the NY State Outdoorsman
Hall of Fame in 1995 and was honored by NY State Ducks Unlimited as Conservationist of
the Year, 2010. He and his wife Betsy are great supporters of the Decoy Museum, the R.
Madison Mitchell Endowment Trust, and the Decoy Festivals.
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HONORARY CHAIRMEN
2012

Rob Leslie

Turnersville, New Jersey

Born 1947

Rob Leslie’s passion for painting wildlife began in his native Wisconsin as a young boy growing
up in a family of duck hunters. He began entering competitions in 1985 and won the Delaware Duck
Stamp in 1986. Rob now has about 20 state duck stamps in his portfolio, including four for New
Jersey and the first-ever stamp for Idaho. He likes to paint everything related to waterfowl. He says, “I
think it is important to paint what you love to paint, not create art to cater to the market.” He consid-
ers “the Havre de Grace Decoy Show a perfect match for me.” We share the feeling!

Allen J. Fair

Havre de Grace, Maryland

Born 1934

Allen Fair is a prominent Havre de Grace entrepreneur who has been collecting for nearly 40
years. He says that you should collect what you like—what strikes your fancy. He has been a key sup-
porter of the Decoy Museum since the earliest days and has been a driving force behind its healthy
growth. Allen has served on the Museum Board in several positions, including president. He is dedi-
cated to making Havre de Grace a great place to live, work, and play. Allen has helped to rekindle
the pride of residents and to make the city a destination for visitors—The Decoy Capital of the World.

2013
John Meredith

Worton, Maryland
Born 1946

John Meredith is an Eastern Shoreman who has been both carving decoys and guiding hunters
for over 50 years. He carved his first decoys when he was twelve. “Carving decoys has always been
a part of me,” says John. His flat-bottomed style is typical of Eastern Shore carvers, and he names
the Ward brothers and Charlie Joiner as key influences. All of his decoys are hand chopped, and he
is producing about 400 decoys annually. He also carves miniature decoys. John can be found in his
shop in Worton seven days a week doing what he loves—creating gunning and decorative decoys
and other wildlife art.

2014
Bob Jobes

Havre de Grace, Maryland

Born 1959

Bob Jobes is the quintessential Havre de Grace waterman and decoy carver. His shop is behind his
family’s home where his great-grandparents and grandparents once lived. As a kid, Bob helped his
father, Capt. Harry, in R. Madison Mitchell’s shop with other renowned carvers. He learned the beauty
of ducks and geese from hunting, and decoy making challenged him to create that beauty in wood.
Bob worked in his father’s shop and then began working fulltime for Mr. Mitchell after finishing high
school. However, decoy collecting has peaked and moved more upmarket, so in recent years Bob has
shifted his focus to miniature decoys. B

\
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DECOY FESTIVAL
ADMISSION

$10 for the ENTIRE
WEEKEND

Friday, Saturday and Sunday!
Children 12 and under free with

an adult. p,
may 1-3.2015
FRIDAY MIDDLE SCHOOL
6:00 A 401 Lewis Lane
9:00 pm Abrtists & Carvers
]O E ENGERS
HONORARY CHAIRMAN SATURDAY HAVRE DE GRACE
9:00 am— ACTIVITY CENTER
5:00 pm 351 Lewis Lane
Carving C.ompetition
SUNDAY Commaunity Groups
190:80 fnm - HAVRE DE GRACE
SUP DECOY MUSEUM
215 Giles Street
Exhibits




—$ MUSEUM MEMBERS

Thank you and welcome to the following members and businesses that recently renewed their membership or newly
joined us. Your continued support and contributions are essential to the overall success of the Decoy Museum:

Key: I=Individual, F=Family, L=Legacy, LS=Legacy Silver

Roy & Carol Albert (F)
Allan & Sandra Anthony (F)
Sidney W Beddow, 11 (1)
Robert Bendler (1)

Shawn Benner (1)

Thomas S Benner (1)
Thomas Berger (1)

Chris Bowers (1)

Tuck Brant (1)

Thomas F Brockmeyer (F)
Sam Burke (1)

Sandra Butt (1)

Frank & Joanne Calder (F)
Charles & Sara Canova (F)
John L Clayton, Jr. (1)

Peter Coakley (1)

Peter B Collis (1)

Anne L Conover (I)
Thomas & Margherita Coudon (F)
Rod & Barbara Cromley (F)
Gary A Davis (1)

Tom DeBerry (1)

Michael Dedekind (1)
Maryann S Dick (1)

Jeff Elder (L)

Alex D Fountain, Jr. (I)
Robert L Glassman (1)

(Get in the

Patricia M Grace (I)

Jim Hackett (1)

Alan Haid (1)

Howard Hall (1)

Ronald & Gwyneth Hann (F)
Joe & Betty Hardin (F)
Carolyn Hargis (1)

Jerry & Bobette Harris (F)
Tommy Herron (L)

Ted & Robyn Hofferbert (F)
Ronald B. Hoffmann (1)
Jeremy & Lindsay Houser (F)
Richard & Amanda Hudson (F)
Daniel P Ibele (1)

Harry G Jackson (1)

Robert & Pamela Knight (F)
Joseph Knisely (F)

Scott H Krieger (1)

Henry G Krotee (1)

Mary C Krouse (1)

Gregory & Catherine Kuester (F)
Glenn J Lang (1)

Cole Lewis (Life)

Arthur & Katherine Long (F)
Long Island Decoy Collectors
Association Inc. (1)

Frank Martel (1)

FORITIATIONI

Our members are a very
close-knit and loyal community! 2

Help us spread the word and fulfill our

mission. A Decoy Museum membership provides

financial support for museum exhibits and programming, as well

as offering individuals special benefits and opportunities. All members

receive a membership card, free admission year round, a subscription to The
Canvasback magazine, invitations to special events, and discounts in the Gift Shop.

Allen McDaniel (1)

Harry F Meck (1)

James Miele (1)

Fran Mitchell (1)

Richard H Moen, Jr. (1)

Anne B. Murphy (1)

Larry Ortt, Jr. (1)

Susan Osborn (1)

Donald & Nadine Overby (F)
Chris Pitman (1)

Don Preston (1)

Robert & Mildred Riley (F)
Edward Roberts (1)

Virginia & Lloyd Sanders, Jr. (F)
Col. Robert & Meta Shaw (F)
Rich Smoker (1)

David J Steinhoff (1)

George H Stram (1)

Carl L Taylor (1)

George & Vivian Thomas (F)
Mark Wagner (1)

Bill Waibel (1)

Ed Wereszenski (1)

Donald & Susan Young (F)
Paul G Zachry (1)

Andrew & Karen Zielinski, Jr. (F)

Not a member? Join Now! — Already a member? Tell a Friend!
2 Go to DecoyMuseum.com or call us at 410-939-3739

www. decoymuseum.com
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MUSEUM NEWS

CURRENT EXHIBITS

» PoTomMAC DecoY COLLECTOR’S ASSOCIATION
BUFFLEHEAD EXHIBIT

» THE NEW DISPLAYS OF BOTH FULL-SIZE AND
MINIATURE CANADA GEESE FROM THE COLLECTION
OF C. JOHN SULLIVAN, JR.

» THE EXTRAORDINARY PAIR OF “DADDY” HOLLY
CANVASBACKS, A GIFT FROM THE MICHAEL FAMILY.

» “TooLs oF THE MARKET GUNNER” EXHIBIT FEATURING
A NUMBER OF PUNT AND BATTERY GUNS

» THE “GUNNING THE FLATS” EXHIBIT
» THE “WHAT IS A DECOY?” EXHIBIT

» AN EXHIBIT OF FACTORY DECOYS, A GIFT FROM
DR. MORT KRAMER

> “PoP” SAMPSON’S HOMEMADE DUPLICATING LATHE
FOR MAKING MINIATURE DECOY BODIES

» COUDEN TEAL CARVED IN THE 1930s

LOADE D

i LEADER SHELLS

» A BEAUTIFUL DECORATIVE EASTERN BLUE BIRD CARVED
BY MASTER CARVER BARB WACHTER

» A BEAUTIFUL DECORATIVE CANVASBACK FAMILY MADE BY
MASTER CARVER J. NOBLE MENTZER

» A LIFELIKE ROCKFISH (STRIPED BASS) CARVED BY MASTER
CARVER LEE TATE, SR.

Foring Canvasback 2015
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Tour Reservations

Talk to your children’s or grandchildren’s
teachers and scout leaders about educa-
tional programs and tours of the Decoy
Museum. Harford County school system
classes are free, and we will also welcome
your home schooled children! Tours can be
tailored to the curriculum and different age/

grade levels.

Book your tours early by emailing Margaret

Jones at information@decoymuseum.com or

by calling (410)-939-3739.

WHAT'S HAPPENING
AROUND TOWN

E{; Explorelavre de Grace

After visiting the
Decoy Museum -
See what else is
happening in town!

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.explorehavredegrace.com

Join the
Conversation. |

facebook.com/decoymuseum

www.decoymuseum.com 47



_4 MacGregor’s

\& Restaurant, Tavern, Banquet Room

(LasSreror's)  Open 365 Days a Year!

All Dining Room Children’s Menu

Tables Have All-Season Pearl Bar
Waterview _ & Deck

Daily Specials

Lunch, Dinner 7~ DOWNTOMN

HAVRE DE GRACE

Lite Fare & Sunday
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www.MacGregorsRestaurant.com
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